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Parliament certain: Sheikh Saad 


April 17 ' < Ku| wl: His Highness 
: and primc Minister Sheikh Saad 

; _^ bdu]lab yesterday assened that revival of 
• parliamentary life in K uwait is “an undisputed 
; eeriarmy,- emphasising that the country’s 
; political leadership was resolved to consolidate 
; democracy. 

The Crown Prince added, in a press 
j statement he will report today to His Highness 
: the Amir Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmed A1 Sabah on 
: the outcome of a series of his “national 
: dialogue meetings with citizens and former 
^parliamentarians on revival of parliamentary 


life, last suspended m 1986. 

HH Sheikh Saad earlier yesterday had the last 
such meeting with private citizens, including 
some 70 deputies of the dissolved national 

assemblies. 

Sheikh Saad told his audience today: “The 
return of parliamentary life — as his Highness 
the Amir nas pointed out before — is an undis- 
puted certainly and the (country's) political 
leadership is keen on consolidating democracy 
while span ng the country any future shakeups." 

The Crown Prince expressed satisfaction 
with “the candour, clarity and friendly spirit” 


which characterised his meeting today with the 
former deputies. 

He also praised the citizens’ favourable res- 
ponse and their interest in actively participating 
in national dialogue which focused on how to 
bring the parliament back to life “on solid 
ground that would guarantee continuation and 
stability and strengthen the country's security 
and national unity." 

A Kuwaiti newspaper today called upon the 
courury’s leadership to work out a formula that 
would' guarantee people's participation in 
decision-making and non- recurrence of past 


errors. 

The daily, in an editorial comment on the 
conclusion on Monday of national dialogue 
sessions between the government and represen- 
tatives of various sectors of the community, 
stressed that the exchange has reached several 
points of agreement. 

The dialogue was conducted in a truly 
democratic and frank atmosphere, where all 
ideas were discussed without reservations and 
even when views differed, the exchange 
remained cordial and positive, the paper said. 


y 


Saddam digs in 

Orders issued for chem- retaliation to N-attack 

Firm at centre of gun row linked to murdered gunmaker 


BAGHDAD, April 17, (Agencies): President Saddam Hussein said in the event of 
-"an Israeli nuclear attack, he has instructed his commanders to hit Israel with 
chemical weapons without waiting for orders, die state-run media reported today. 

Several newspapers and the Iraqi News Agency said Saddam made the 
| f: disclosure last week during talks with a group of six visiting US senators headed 
f i .'*by Republican minority leader Robert Dole. 

^ “Iknowthatchemical weapons a re prohibited by the Geneva protocol, which! raq has 


Soviet jets in Jeddah 

1m copies of Quran 
for Soviet Muslims 

JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia. April 17. (API: The first of 
30 Aeroflot flights landed yesterday in this Saudi 
Arabian port cuv to airlift one million copies of the 
Holv Quran to the Soviet Union to be distributed 
among Muslims there as a gift from King Fahd. 

The operation is being organised by the Makkah 
based Muslim World League. 

This kingdom, which harbours Islam's holiest 
shrines, nas no formal diplomatic relations with the 
Soviet Union. But the Aeroflot landings in Jeddah 
are part of growing links outside diplomacy. 

The atmosphere of freedom in the Soviet Union 

c r. c 


resulting from the policies of President Mikhail 5. 
Gorbachev allowed the royal gift, said the league's 
Secretary-General. Abdullah Omar Naseef. 


? The copies of the Muslim holy book to be sent to 
the Soviet Muslim's were printed in Arabic at the 
King Fahd printing complex in Madina. 

An additional 600.000 translations of the hadith. 
or centuries of interpretations of the Holy Quran, in 
the language of the Turkistan region are being 
prepared for export. 


NEWSWATCH 


Mass demonstrations: Iran's main opposi- 
tion group said on T uesday it's supporters held mass 
demonstrations o-er the past three days against the 
clerical government in Tehran. 

The Baghdad- based Mujahedecn Khaiq told 
Reuters in a telex that thousands of demonstrators 
assembled in Meliat Park in north Tehran “in protest 
demonstrations against the leaders of the mullahs' 
regime in Tehran.” 

It quoted reports from thelranian capital assaying 
armed guards opened fire to disperse the demon- 
strators and severely beat up some or them, breaking 
some arms and legs. 

The guards arrested a large number of demon- 
strators on Saturday and Sunday, the statement 
added. (Reuter) 

* * ■ 

Militants threaten rabbi: Jewish zealots 
left a bullet on the doorstep of an Israeli rabbi who 
backs the dovish Labour Party's plan for Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Israeli police said the bullet and a note signed by 
the shadow-. Sicarii group were found in an envelope 
at the Bnei' Brak home of rabbi Moshe Yehoshua 
H agger on Tuesday. 

A Tel Aviv police spokeswoman said the note 
warned H agger against forcing any Agudal Israel 
parliamentarian to vote fora government headed by 
pro-peace Labour leader Shimon Peres. (Reuter) 

Special relationship: President George Bush 
is confident of good relations between the United 
States and Britain if the opposition Labour Party 
came to power, the Times newspaper said on Tues- 
day. 

The Times said this was a signal from Bush that (tie 
davs of deliberate White House hostility to Labour 
could be over. 

• WWW 

Trafficking in women: President Hussain 
Mohammad Erebad on Tuesday ordered a crackd- 
own on the smuggling of Bangladeshi women and 
children who arc sold abroad as prostitutes and 
servants. 

The official BSS news agency said Ershad issued 
the order after he visited 15 women and children 
rescued by police on Monday from a hotel in Dhaka. 

Police arrested six people who admitted they inten- 
ded to take the group out of the country. 


5 ‘guilty; 1 
sanctions 
urged on 
N- cheats 


WASHINGTON, April 17, (AP* 
Pakistan, India, Argentina, Brazil 
and Iraq have been able to drenmvent 
international regulations u> build or 
expand nuclear weapons capabilities, 
a research organisation reported 
today. 

To deter these practices, tbe report 
recommended that the United States 
and other supplier countries threaten 
to use economic and military sanctions 
as penalties. 

The researchers also recommended 
that traditional nn clear suppliers 
ensure rigorous enforcement of their 
common nuclear export guide l i n es. 
Tbe report said West Germany has 
been the “weak link” in the mul- 
tilateral export control system and 
must enact legislation to tighten 
export control laws. 

Titled “nuclear exports: Tbe 
dnQcnge of control.” die report was 
prepared by the private Carnegie End- 
owment for International Peace. 

There was no immediate comment 
from any of tbe embassies whose 
governments were mentioned in the 
report. 

But Iraq has denied any intention to 
develop nuclear weapons. The denial 
came three weeks ago after British 
investigators arrested four people 
allegedly trying to smuggle to Iraq a 
device capable of triggering a nuclear 
explosion. 

Afterward. US President George 
Bosh called on supplier nations to 
exerdse “special restraint'' in the 
export of parts that could be nsed to 
develop nuclear weapons. 

Of tbe five countries mentioned in 
tbe report, it said Iraq's programme 
was far behind those of die other 
nations. 

The report, written by Leonard 
Spector with tbe assistance or 
Jacqueline Smith, said tbe emerging 
nuclear stales have been able to 
exploit weaknesses in (he unclear 
export control systems of (be advan- 
ced supplier states. Spector is director 
of tbe endowment's mm-profiferatiou 
project and Smith is tbe project assis- 
tant. 

“In some instances, their agents 
have engaged in simple smuggling — 
for example, by attempting to export 
commodities without required export 
licenses or by making blatantly false 
declarations on export documents.” 
tbe report said. 


Ramadan timings 



Israeli police pull Daoud Kuttab. a Palestinian journalist as 
Greek On hod ox clergy and Arab Christians protest in front 
of the new Jewish settlement m rhe Christian quarter of trie 
Old City. Kuttab was released atte' police pushed him into 
the settler's building, bu! the protest was not allowed to be 
held (Reuter wrephotc) 

Demo inside 
holy church 

Pilgrims amazed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. Apri 1 1 7. JAP): Palestinian 
women and masked youths wavmg outlawed Palestinian 
flags staged a demonstration today inside the Church of 
tbe Holy Sepulcher, venerated as the site of Christ's burial 
and resurrection. 

Visiting pilgrims and tourists «a red in amazement as tbe 

Nod to 4 settlements 
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40 to 50 demonstrators changed “PLO. PLO” and “Israel 
no. Palestine yes” inside *hai many regard as Christian- 
ity's holiest site. 

It was the first time that a protest has been staged inside 
the church since the Palestinian upnang agamst Israeli 
occupation began 28 months ago. 

The church is in Jerusalem's Old City, which was cap- 
tured from Jordan ur. control in 967 and is the scene ofa 
dispute between Arab Christians ar.d Jews who last week 
set up a settlement on church-owned property in the 
Christian quarter. 

Associated Press photographer Max Nash, who witnes- 
sed (he demonstration, said a Greek Orthodox priest tried 
to block the demonstrators from entering but they pushed 
the cleric aside. 

Masked youths hiog a: leas: one of the outlawed red. 
white, green and black Pales tinian flags from a colonnade 
inside the church, but prasisquackly removed the banner. 
Nash said. 

Tourists and pilgrims inside the church seemed con- 
fused by the demonstration, but one was overheard to say- 
in French : “This is disgusting.” 

The demonstration started with a sit-in at the nearby 
Greek Orthodox patriarchate during a visit by Israel's 
Religious Affairs Minister. Zcvuiin Hammer, with 
Patriarch Diodorus 1. 

The demonstration appeared to include both young 
Christian women in jeans and Muslim women in 
traditional embroidered Palestinian dresses with scarves 
on their heads. 


China crackdown on religious groups in Muslim areas 


BEIJING. April 17. 1 AP): Officials have been tigiu- 
sime controls over religion in an area of far western 
China- an official newspaper reported. Muslim 
cdjnic groups have reportedly been noting m the 


The Xianjiang daily, m its April 1 1 edition seen m 
Beijing today, said officials in the Aksu district or 
Viniianfi L'vgur autonomous region have “gone 
into the grassroots” since February to 
-eliminate hidden troubles in order lo achieve 

°'AUboiSi* i |Se daily made no mention of the 
varied tfisturbances.it said the officials have been 
ousting minority groups 'to unite ail pat no tic 


religious persons who could be united and on the 
other hand firmly crack down on unlawful religious 
activities.” 

It said there was poor organisation and improper 
use of funds in some religious bodies, and that the 
leadership had decided to strengthen management 
of local religious organisations. 

There reportedly was ethnic rioting earlier tins 
month in Kashgar, about 400 km (250 miles) south- 
west or Aksu. and Kuqa. a town in the district on 
the edge of the Taklimakan desert. 

Officials both in UrumqL the provincial capital 
of Xinjiang, and Beijing have refused to comment 
on reports that troops were dispatched to the three 


cities or. April 6 to quell rioting. 

Foreign journalists and travellers have been 
barred from entering : he area, and few details have 
emerged of the disturbances, it is likely they were 
sparked by longstanding tensions between the 
Muslim ethnic groups of Xionp3ii£ and the Han 
Chinese who have been moving into Muslim areas. 

Xinjiang officials have wanted tn recent months 
that some people ir. the vast arid province have 
been using religion as a fpr.se for separatist. anti- 
Chinese activities. They have railed for tighter 
controls over religion, which can legally be prac- 
ticed in China only within the framework of gover- 
nment-approved religious bodies. 



Enrile warns 

Phii'ODme ocoosit-c' trader Juan 
Pence Enni© iienc“«s ms fis: :o 
emphasise a pc;n: during a speech 
before tiusineosmeh or Monday He 
sa-d the Philippines was iall.og apart 
unde r the rule cf President Corazon 
Aqumo, 

(See also Page 2)* 
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signed.” he was quoted as saying. “But are chemical weapons more dangerous than 
atomic bombs'?” 

**I repeat to you - what I announced before. If Israel hits us then we will hit back.” 
Saddam said, adding: "I will never apologise for what I announced." 

The 1925 Geneva protocol forbids the use of chemical weapons but not their 

manufacture or stockpiling. It has no enforcement provisions. 

Saddam had earlier announced that in the event of an Israeli attack on Iraqi 
installations, his nation would retaliate with advanced binary chemical weapons. 

That announcement came after 

tbe arrests in London of several peo- 
ple accused of trying lo smuggle 
nuclear bomb triggers to Iraq. Later. 
British customs agents impounded 
Iraq-bound steel tubing in northern 
England, saying it could be part of a 
huge gun. 

“I ordered the commanders of air 
and rocket bases, if they ever hear 
that Israel hits any base or place in 
Iraqmth an atomic bomb, you have 
to tut Israel because Israel could bit 
us while wc tthe leadership) are hold- 
ing a meeting in Baghdad.” Saddam 
said. 

“So you have an advance order to 
. )iitback,»rvCTin:hccvenUhat.youdo ; 
not have an order [roina top com- 
mander. if Israel bombs any base or 
any Iraqi city.” 

A company run by murdered arms 
maker Gerald Bull was involved in 
Iraq's order for steel tubes which 
British Customs officials say could 
be used to build a supergun, the firm 
that made them said yesterday. 

Sheffield Forgemasters said Bull's 
Brussels-based Space Research Cor- 
poration acted for the Iraqi Ministry 
of Trade in sewing up the contract. 
Tbe Canadian artillery expert was 
shot dead in tbe Belgian capital last 
month, apparently by a professional 
hit-man. 

Bull was well-known in arms cir- 
cles and bad worked for the US and 
Canadian governments. In 1980 be 
was joi led Tor viola tinga US embargo 
on arms sales to South Africa by 
selling it an advanced howitzer. 

Sheffield Forgemasters' lawyer 
Stuart Benson issued a statement yes 
terday saying, “all documents I have 
seen support Forgemasters’ under- 
standing that tbe pipes were for a 
petrochemical application." 

■‘It has always been accepted by 
Forgemasters chat Space Research 
Corp. had involvement in this con- 
tract." his statement said. Forge- 
masters has never sought to conceal 
such involvement.” 

The representative of Brussels- 
based Space Research Corp. in the 
contract with Iraqi Ministry ofT rade 
had been a Dr. Cowley, not Bull, he 
added. 

Also today, Iraq marked the 
second anniversary of the recapture 
of the southern port of Faw on April 
1 7, I98S. which was taken by the 
Iranians during tbe eight-year Gulf 
war. 

The celebrations came amid a 
barrage of anti- American and anti- 
British criticism over the two coun- 
tries' allegations that Iraq could be 
trying to build a nuclear capability. 

Many commentators blamed j 
Iran's capture or Faw in February 1 
1986 on intelligence and satellite 1 
information prov ided by the British 
and the US governments to Iran. 

“Iran was driven by t he Wester- 
ners and the Zionist advice, which 
provided it with satellite pictures to 
facilitate the capture of Faw.” said 
the army daily A1 Qaddissiya. 


Crested Duck on show 

Jon Simons ol Sydney looks at a Crested Duck in the poultry pavilion at the Royal Easter Show yesterdav. The breed 
originated in England. Thousands of children visited the agricultural show. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Kashmir parties banned 


NEW DELHI, April 17, (Agencies): 
A fire swept through the Indian 
government's main conference cen- 
tre yesterday while 400 senior police 
and state government officials were 
artending meetings, police said. 

Some 4S fire engines and 250 
firefighters fought the blaze for more 
than six hours after it started at 4 pm 
(1030 GMT) at Vigyan Bhawan, or 
house of knowledge, (ire department 
officials said. 

There were no casualties, but the 
five-storey buildings was badly 
damaged. 

United News of India reported an 
electrical short circuit may have 
caused the fire. _ 

But senior police officials refused 
to rule out possible sabotage or 
arson. They spoke on condition of 
not being identified. 

Anotherfire broke out in the Sadar 
Bazar business neighbourhood of the 
Indian capital yesterday, police said. 
Tbcre was no reported casualties, but 
police reported several shops were 
burned down. 

More than 100 senior police 
officials were attending a conference 
in Vigyan Bfaawan when the fire 
broke oul They had adjourned their 
meeting for a tea break when the 
blaze began. 

Another meeting of300 officials of 
state governments' information and 
cinematography departments were 
also inside tbe complex when the fire 
started. They were evacuated. 

The centre, with several con- 
ference halls and an auditorium, is 
used for bolding large meetings and 
international conferences. 

A Kashmiri separatist group has 
claimed rsponsibility for setting the 
huge fire. 

In a telephone call to Reuters in 
Srinagar, summer capita] of Jammu 
and Kashmir, a spokesman for the 
Mujahideen-e-Kashmir said his 
group set the blaze at Vigyan 
Bbawan conference h al l. 

Delhi police commissioner Vijay 
Karan said “nothing can be ruled 
out” when he was asked about possi- 
ble causes of the fire. 

Hu may urn Azad. who described 
himself as chief commander and 
spokesman of the Mujahideen-e- 
Kashmir, said the group also set off 
bombs on a Bombay train, two police 
stations in New Delhi, and another 
on a bus in the Indian capitaL The 
bombs killed six people and injured 
more than 50 last week. 

Delhi police have issued warnings 
to the public to be on the lookout for 
more bombs as Kashmiri militants 
expand their campaign against 
Indian rule beyond the disputed 
Himalayan region. 

Meanwhile, the government ban- 


ned eight Muslim militant organisa- 
tions in Kashmir yesterday and 
dosed two local newspapers in its 
latest efforts to contain separatist 
sentiment in the disputed territory. 

Press Trust of India news agency 
said one of tbe organisations banned 
was tbe J ammu- Kashmir liberation 
Front, which isleaduig the separatist' 
campaign in Kashmir, hdd byJndia. 

The step removes constitutional 
guarantees or civil rights for the 
organisations and gives police 
sweeping powers in dealing with 
them- 

The government also closed two 
newspapers in Srinagar, Kashmir’s 
main town and centre of the separat- 
ist campaign. 

Poison kills 150 

See Page 2 


A government statement said the 
Urdu language newspapers. Aftab 
and Alsafa. bad published objection- 
able material inflaming the passions 
of tbe people. 

Indian soldiers, meanwhile, con- 
tinued door-to-door searches for 
Muslim militants, the 11th con- 
secutive day of an around-the-clock 
curfew. At least 33 people wre taken 
into custody in Srinagar. 

Tbe government imposed the cur- 
few April 6 after three people were 
kidnapped by Muslim militants 
demandin g secession of tbe Ka shmir 
valley from India, which is domin- 
ated by Hindus. 

AD three were shot and killed when 
tbe government failed to respond to 
the kidnappers' demands of freedom 
for three jaded colleagues. 

The insurgency in the Kashmir 
valley has claimed at least 270 lives 
since the government cracked down 
on the Muslim movement on Jan 20. 
Most of the victims have died in con- 
frontations between security forces 
and the militants. 

The independence movement has 
also escalated tensions between India 
and Pakistan, which have fought two 
ware over the valley since both coun- 
tries gained independence from 
Briiairfin 1947. 

On Saturday. Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh said Pakistan was preparing 
for war by readying its airfiens and 
moving radar installations and 
armoured regiments close to the 
Indian bonder. 

A Pakistani Foreign Ministry 
official said the statement proved 
that India was trying id provoke a 
war. 

Sm Also Page2 


Libya, Algeria ready 
for Opec price talks 


NICOSIA. Apnl 17, (Reuter): 
Algeria and Libya have expressed 
readiness to attend immediate Opec 
(oiks to agree on measures mat 
would restore oil prices to its official 
per 
lay. 
lere 
enai 

and Libya Oil Minister Pa 
shouki agreed in urgent 
consultations that the pr 
as caused primarily by 
rod 


stars read to' Reuters by the official 
did not identify the countries who 
were breaking Opec's output quota 
regulations. 

He also declined comment on a 


MOSCOW, April 17, (AP): The 
Soviet Union said today it cut 
natural gas supplies to Lithuania 
ucder-President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev's- economic embargo 
against the Baltic republic’s 
independence drive. Lithuanian 
media and officials reported. 

Lithuania's radio broadcast a 
telegram from Moscow announ- 
cing 'the cut in gas supplies, tbe 
British Broadcasting Corp. 
reported. 

Rita Dapkus, a spokeswoman 
for the Lithuanian Supreme 
Council Legislature, confirmed 
the telegram's text. 

“Implementing the orders of 
the government of the Soviet 
Union and those of the state gas 
concern . .. supplies of natural gas 
to the Lithuanian Soviet socialist 
republic will be sharply reduced 
from the 17th of April.” the 
telegram said. 

(Earlier Story Page 6) 

No official announcement was 
made in Moscow. 

Teresa Juodenienie, a 
secretary for Premier Kazimiera 
Prunskiene. said in a telephone 
interview the Lithuanian govern- 
ment also received a telephone 
warning from Durzhba. or 
friendship, the slate enterprise 
that supplies oil to Lithuania. 

She said Druzhba said 
delivered of oil and gasoline 
would be curtailed, on Wedm-s- 
day. 

The telegram announcing the 
natural gas reduction was sent 
only to Lithuania's gas auth- 
ority. Officials did not 
immediately know whether the 
cut already had taken effect and 
what percentage would be 
reduced. 

Gorbachev specifically called 
for Lithuania to refrain from cur- 
tailing the spring draft into the 
Soviet army and giving residents 
Lithuanian identity cards. He 
also said the republic should not 
seize Communist Parry property 
on Lithuanian territory. 

Gorbachev gave the Baltic 
republic until Sunday night to 
respond. 


Syrians asked to 
halt Shi’ite battle 

BEIRUT. April ?7. ( Reuter': 
Terrified Lebanese appealed for 
Syrian troops to halt vicious street 
battles between rival Shi'ite Muslims 
sweeping west Beirut today. 

“The gunmen are inside our buiid- 
iog firing at Sach oiher...piease. 
please, we want the Syrians to come 
now and save us.” a woman pleaded 
on the “Voice of the Homeland” 
radio station. 

But militiamen of the pro-Syrian 
Antal and pro-Iranian HerboIIah 
ignored calls from Syrian troops, 
already deployed in west Beirut and 
its southern suburbs, to halt the figh- 
ting. 

Security sources said at least 10 
people were killed and 35 wounded m 
tbe battles. 

I Earlier report Page 13) 
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India, Pakistan under pressure to halt 

___ . ^ j «... •_ 1 : _-.w tions. not confrontation,” Tnt- a senior Western envoy sai 


ISLAMABAD, April 17, (Reu- 
ter): An India-Pakistan war over 
Kashmir remains a real danger, 
but both nations are under 
intense diplomatic pressure to 
stop sabre rattling and start talk- 
ing. 

Despite a welter of warlike 
rheionc, diplomatic channels 
remain open and Indian and 
Pakistani officials are talking 
about a high-level meeting over a 
Muslim revolt in Indian Kash- 

Benazir in 
Jeddah for 


mir. 

Both foreign ministers, India's 
Inder Guiral and Pakistan’s 
Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, will be 
in New Y ork next week for meet- 
ings of the United Nations 
assembly and Non-Aligned 
Movement. 

Foreign Ministry officials in 
both countries say no meeting 
has yet been fixed but one is pos- 
sible. 

"We want to cool it. Let's hope 


that they respond in the same 
fashion,” a senior Pakistani 
official said today. 

"We have not responded to the 
last statement from the Indian 
prime minister so we hope that 
should put an end to this cycle of 
action and reaction." 

War fears rose dramatically 
last week after Indian leader 
Vishwanath Pratap Sin# war- 
ned Pakistan in his bluntest 
terms that it could not expect to 


win Kashmir without a war. 

US State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler yes- 
terday called for talks and Wes- 
tern diplomats in Islamabad said 
the Soviet Union was also urging 
caution on its ally, India. 

"We arc concerned about the 
level of tension and we call upon 
both India and Pakistan to take 
immediate steps to reduce the 
tension and to solve the problem 
of Kashmir through negotia- 


Nothing new to Filipinos 


jeaaan tor r— , , ■ ■ , 

3-day visit EISCtMCitV CMSIS 

JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia. Anril 17. ** 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia, April 17, 
(AP): Pakistani Prime Minister Ben- 
azir Bhutto arrived yesterday on a 3- 
day visit to Makkah, her second out- 
of- sea son pilgrimage to Islam's 
holiest shrines. 

Diplomatic sources said Benazir 
will hold talks with King Fahd. She 
also met with him during her visit I 5 
months ago to perform umrah, as the 
visit to the holy shrines during off 
season is called. The Hajj, or pil- 
grimage, culminates during the first 
days of July this year. 

The Saudi monarch is in Makkah 
for the last third of the current 
Muslim holy month of fasting, 
Ramadan. 

The sources, who spoke on condi- 
tion they not be named, said that 
Benazir’s talks with Fahd will cover 
various issues of common interest, 
especially the rising tension on the 
Pakistan -Indian border because of 
Hindu -Muslim religious strife in the 
disputed province of Kashmir. 

Kashmir is the only Muslim- 
dominated area in India, and the 
Saudi-based 46-member Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference has been 
expressing concern about clashes 
there. The Saudi-dominated OIC is 
an umbrella organisation for the 
Islamic world. 

Pakistan already fought two wars 
with India over Kashmir, home for 
over 12 million Muslims. 


MANILA. April 17,(AP): Employees of the Depart- 
ment of Education catnap in darkened comers while 
their supervisor moves her desk closer to the window 
to work in the sunlight. Problem: no electricity. 

At the main ticketing office of Philippine Airlines, 
would-be travellers lounge on the stairs waiting until 
the power returns so airline employees can process 
their tickets. 

Such scenes are repeated daily in this tropical city 
of 8 million people, who are enduring a grave elec- 
tricity crisis during the hottest season of the year. 

The shortage has reached such a critical stage that 
the government has announced a limited four-day 
work week starting next Monday for stateoflices and 
buddings that consume more than 100 kilowatts a 
day. 

Infrastructure problems are nothing new to 
Filipinos, who must cope with a haphazard trie- 
phone system, chaotic traffic, pockholed streets and 
an unreliable water system. 

Last November, the city went through a similar 
power crisis, which abated after a failed coup the 
following month. But with demand increasing in the 
torrid summer months, the daily “brownouts” are 
back in fury. 

Nothing illustrates the collapse of iofcaspructure 
daring President Corazon Aquino’s ad m i ni stration 
more graphically than the electricity crisis. It is a 
problem which affects virtually every household. 

Power is cut in commercial and residential districts 
for up to eight hours a day. Perishable food spoils in 
refrigerators and traffic snarls when stoplights fail. 

Without air-conditioning, offices and homes turn 
to ovens as temperatures hover near 36 degrees Cel- 


sius (100 Fahrenheit). 

In the city’s entertainment district, scantriy clad 
dancers at one club perform their bumps and grinds 
is the sweltering darkness. The d ub’s generator can 
power the stereo but not the lights and air-oon- 
aitioner. 

To make matters worse, Manila is also facing a 
critical water shortage due to a drought on Luzon 
Island and the antiquated state of the city's sewerage 
system. 

Luis Sison, a dminis trator of the metropolitan 
waterworks and sewerage system, said 40 per cent of 
the water is bring lost because of leaks in the mains, 
some of which date back to 1 892. 

Sison said renovation work began in 1987 but will 
not be complete until mid- 1992, when Aquino’s term 
expires. 

Earlier this month, the state-run National Power 
Corp. acknowledged that 12 of the 22 generating 
plants on Luzon bland were not operational due to 
maintenance requirements, storm damage and low 
water levels at hydroelectric dams. 

Those 22 plants generate 2,982 megawatts, of 
which 80 per cent is consumed in Greater Manila. 

Deograrias Peralta, vice-president of the power 
corporation, said plans rail for using coal-fired and 
geothermal plants to provide the foundation of the 
city’s electricity system. 

But he said die system will not be fully operational 
until 1993. 

Critics blame the Aquino government for the 
crisis, which the National Power Corp., had been 
predicting for the past three years. 


US supreme court fails to take up ‘accents’ issue 


WASHINGTON, April 17. (UPIj: The Supreme 
Court refused yesterday to decide whether an 
employer may deny a job to an applicant because he 
has a foriegn accent. 

The justices, without comment, rejected an 
appeal from Filipino immigrant Manuel Fra game, 
w ho contends the Honolulu Department of Motor 
Vehicles discriminated against him by hiring a less- 
qualified person who has no foreign accent. 

The civil rights act of 1964 protects employment 
discrimination on the basis of national origin and 
Fragantc argued that foreign accents are character- 
istic'' of a person’s national origin. 


The supreme court yesterday left intact a ban on 
school dances in a Missouri town inhabited largely 
by Christian fundamentalists. 

The court, without comment, rejected arguments 
that the ban imposed by public school officials is 
religiously motivated and therefore violates the 
constitutionally required separation of church and 
state. 

The derision not to hear the case was among 
several actions taken yesterday. In other decisions 
the court: 

■ Agreed to deride whether workers may sue in 
state courts when they allege their employers fired 
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tions, not confrontation,” Tnt- 
witersaid. 

Both sides have accused the 
other of m akin g preparations for 
war and moving men and equip- 
ment into forward positions, but 
diplomats in both capitals say 
they see no signs of any offensive 
movements. 

“All we are seeing arc higher 
states of readiness, which is only 
to be expected with the words 
flying around the way they are,*' 


a senior Western envoy said in 
New Delhi. 

Pakistan Premier Benazir 
Bhutto displayed her confidence 
this week by leaving with many 
senior government figures on a 
three-day Muslim pilgrimage to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Both India and Pakistan, 
which have fought three wars 
since independence in 1 947, say ■ 
they do not want another. 
Diplomats and analysts see the 


biggest danger coming from a 
. border incident that flares into a 
wider conflagration. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
being behind the Muslim revolt 
in Indian-controlled Kashmir 
and of training and .arming 
militant gunmen waging a seces- 
sionist war on Indian security 

forces. ... . 

P akistan says, its hands are 
dean, although Benazir lias been 
strident in her political support 


for the Kashmiri 


At the momeiri, ana^si 
•is hard to see. what cottfci; 

achieved . in talks, i; r , * 

Benazir demands' that- .jjjj - 
Kashmiris be ghenachaj^ 
choose wheaMT'they.waBt lo « 
with India,bepartof PakeS 
become indqjendehL ' S^j^ 
equally blunt iff paying ^ 
Kashmir ® oflndia and trin 

never be allowed togtipefle 


High-level panel 


monitor 


FJ 


India increases surveillance at public places 


them to avoid paying pension benefits. 

With millions of dollars at stake, the court said it 
will use a Texas case to deride whether such state 
lawsuits are precluded by a federal law protecting 
pension benefits. 

■ Refused to order the government lo reveal the 
names and addresses of retired or disabled federal 
workers. 

The court, witiiout comment, rejected an appeal 
by an organisation seeking to use the information 
to recruit new members in its campaign for 
increased benefits for retirees. 



By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 

NEW DELHI April 17: The Indian government has set up a high-level 
group under the cabinet secretary to monitor the situation arising out o 
the spurt in terrorist violence in the country. _. 

The home secretary and senior officials of intelligence agencies will 

be part of the group. 

The centre has already sent out instructions to the states to increase 
surveillance at public places like railway stations, bus depots, airports, 
cinema halls and markets —all potential targets for terrorists planning 
bomb blasts. 

While the Dooars Express was 
on its journey from Gauhati to 
Katihar, a bomb exploded tmder 
the moving train, resulting in the 
derailment of one coach. One 
person died and ten suffered 
injuries, five of them seriously. 

A few hours later, a bomb 
exploded under the Avadh- 
Assam Express, derailing right 
coaches. As many as 13 passen- 
gers died and 65 others were 
injured, 21 of them grievously. 

What is disquieting about the 
two accidents is that they 
occurred on the two arterial 
routes on the broad gauge and 
metre gauge sections of the 
North-East Frontier Railway, 
on which depend the movement 
of essential commodities to the 
entire north-east region. 

Railway Minister George Fer- 
nandes told the Lok Sabha yes- 
terday that it was quite dear that 
there was a “diabolical design” 
to destabilish the entire region 

Food poisoning toll ISO 

across the River Manas on the a: leas: 1 50 people died from food poi 
national highway, not far from hon in northern India, a news agency 
one of the rafl accident sites, was Hundreds of people were hospftafi 

nkni blown up. This has disnip- celebrate a marriage engagement on 
' ted road rommuniemon to the Jungla near Lucknow, capital of the l 
north-east. “The situation is A! least 80 people pronounced l dear 

■ j m j ■ " died yesterday, Press Trust of India re 

indeed very gnm Fernandes Hospital spokesmen said a specific 

saKi - be established because victims wei 

Track patrolling has been ■ ■ ■ — — ■ 

intensified in the region with the 7^" • “ 

help of the Assam Rifies, a para- Of TCpOr 

military force. Motor trollies 

have been provided to facilitate _ ■ 

the movement of police officials I 1^ I 

for surprise checks and general I I III 

supervision. Pilot engines with 1 * III 

sszss^isinssi 

"7^““ * 

For the present, ru nni ng of accoiriing to authorities and no 

passenger trains through the dis- Local reporters said 100 peop 

turb^ area is bring restricted to News of India quoted local off* 
daylight hours only. 

In Delhi, the blast in a bus The train was passing throu 

I comes close on the heels of two capital of Bihar state. Patna is 8 

explosions in police stations and New D elhi 

Home Minister Mufti Moham- Firefighters extinguished the 

med Sayeed has said the devices am (0400 GMT) and swept thre 

used in aU three cases appeared to a local official reported. “The he 

be s im i l ar. Six people died in the enter the train for at least a half-1 

blast and 51 others were injured. magistrate S.K. Sharma, the top 
A general alert has been sounded region, 
throughout ' Delhi and a Special 

surveillance is bring maintained 

« public piac, Dutch scientis 

At a meeting with directors MUiVII OwlwwIlllQ 
general of police of all the states 

here Monday. Sayeed said fire AMSTERDAM, April 16, (Reuter): Ad 
government was evolving a his research team has made “dranu 
multi-level response to meet the laboratory tests on blocking the Aids vir 

challenges thrown up by seces- “8 “ ^ body ofan mfected person, 

sionists and extremists. Jaap Goudsmit, professor of virology; 

In the Lok Sabha, Sayeed Academic Medical Centre, stuck to hisc 

claimed the continuous curfew 

‘kyf JJ? S P n ® 8 ?J' cover Aids medicine" and “new control 

elsewhere ui the Kashmir Valley _ 

had enabled the administration ” I t brak h^vc advanced dramatics: 
to conduct house-to-house sear- “That doesn't change. It’s just that h 
cfaes and flush out many hard- . 

core militants. Any relaxation in I — — ^ 
curfew would help the militants N OW fill ML ABLE EOT 

to move from one place to » r — i - ; — r . 

another, he said. The Mufti THC OlIQfACl) 

d^ed a breakthrough in Kash- £ COVCfCd COpU 

mir in the drive against terrorists 1 ’ 

and said there would be no let up Or lACJlOn film 
in the efforts to track down more : A Knwair National 

of them. *" Cinema Co’s 


The gravity of the situation can be gauged by the fed that there has 
been a spate of such incidents in recent days in two police stasia® uj. 
the capital, in a crowded bus in Delhi, in a suburban train in Bombay 
and in a bus in Pune. Militant groups, in Kashmfr.harcdah^ 
responsibility for some of them but their tavolvement has yet to be 
confirmed. Add to this the stepped up violence to Punjab- aitid Assa® 

and the government’s hands are full. ■ . • ' - v 

In the north-east, there were two tram accidents causridbj ton^ 
blasts on April 1 2, involving the DooareExprcssand the Aw^Assaa 
Express. V: • ; ; f.: ’! 



At leas: 1 50 people died from food poisoning at a celebra- 
tion in northern India, a news agency reported yesterday. 

Hundreds of people were hospitalised after’ a feast, to 
celebrate a marriage engagement on Sunday in Baipura; 
Jungla near Lucknow, capital of the Uttar Pradesh state. ' 

Al least 80 people pronounced dead on Monday and 70 
died yesterday. Press Trust of India reported. - 
Hospital spokesmen said a specific death ton could not 
be established because victims were taken to several 


87 reported killed 


. hospitals. One government health official sgxJ he spec- . 
. ted more deaths. , ! : 

. . According to a prcHrmijijary ^inves^gaSon, aporSOMur . 
, phosphorous compoiird apparentiy contan^atrilfiM 
used for making -ptirCra frwd bread. 'and ^'cau&dte' 

. deaths.- . 

Picture shows relatives try to comfort, a Cady whose w 
children died fronri food pdisomng in Gujarri, (Retiw 
- T f wirpriiptb). 


Train crash 

NEW DELHI, April 1 7, (AP): A leaking gas cylinder exploded in 
a moving passenger train yesterday in eastern India, sparking a 
raging fire that killed at least 37 people and wounded 65, 
according to authorities and news reports. 

Local reporters said lQOpeople died in the blaze, while United 
News of India quoted local officials as saying at least 87 people 
died. 

The train was passing through Kumrahar near Patna, the 
capital of Bihar state. Patna is 800 Jans (500 miles) southeast of 
New Delhi- - _ . . .. 

Firefighters extinguished the blaze, which broke out at 9:30 
a-m. (0400 GMT) and swept through two cars of the 16-car train, 
a local official reported. “The heat was so intense no one dared to 
enter the train for at least a half-hour after the fire,” said district 
magistrate S.K. Sharma, the top civil administrator in the Patna . 
region. 


Gunmen kill 
3 in Karachi 

KARACHI, Pakistan, Apnl : 17, 
(Reuter): Gunmen kUled tiuxe peo- 
ple including two poScesaen^ribaf 
to 25.£be number whohavp died in 
Karachi violence in 11 days;‘gbfia 
said today. . 

Head constable Shahbaz-Kbsirt 
buDet-riddled body vnu . found h 
Karachi west and coostablp!' M*t 
sood Qureshi was found sta in the 
central area of the city yesterday^ 

Police had no- motive for the 
officers’ deaths, but said a Aopk* 
eeper was killed when be interfened 
inaquarreL 1- 

■ Two bombs exploded in the win 
cities of Islamabad and Rawalpindi 
this moimin but there was no hnnua < 
loss. • : : ^ 


Dutch scientist makes Aids breakthrough 


AMSTERDAM, April 16, (Reuter): A dutch scientist says 
his research team has made “dramatic” pro g ress in 
laboratory tests on blocking the Aids virus from reproduc- 
ing in the body of an infected person. 

Jaap Goudsmit, professor of virology at the Amsterdam 
Academic Medical Centre, stuck to his claim of a breakth- 
rough, despite sceptical local reaction after national news- 
papers carried headlines like “Netherlands experts dis- 
cover Aids medicine” and “new control for Aids ” 


they made a medicine or drug out of itandii’^nota drug. 
“ * design. The design, maybe, for future drugs,"** 
told Reuters on Sunday evening by telephone from his 

Goudsmit and organic chemistry professor Hank Buck 
of bmdboven University said lag Thursday that they had 
discovered in test-tube trials a way of using modified DNA 
(tnegraetic material in cells) to preventtbe HIV virus from 
reproducing and spreading through the human body. 


Father’s revenge 


Knifed for 
puff offer 

NAPLES, April 17, (Reuter): A 
Naples neighbourhood Mafia boss 
whose 10-year-old son was given a 
cigarette Ordered a revenge knifing 
against the boy who offered it, police 
sakL 

Luigi Ippoliti, 13, was knifed in the 
back by two youths after he gave the 
boss's son a puff of his cigarette last 
night, police said. 

“Don’t you know that smoking is 
bad for you?” Ippoliti said the youths 
told him just before wielding their 
knives. 
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Secrecy surrounded funeral arrangements yesterday tor Greta Garbo, just the 
way it surrounded her in life. 

But Swedish diplomatic sources in Washington said they believe her remains 
would be flown home to her native Sweden. 

A spokesman for the New York City medical examiner said Garbo's relatives 
had sought and received permission to have her body cremated. 

But details of the funeral arrangements and the cremation remained secret, 
befitting a woman who spent the last decades of her life shunning all publicity 
and living as anonymously as she could in New York, a city that prides itself on 
minding its own business. 

SAS. the Scandinavian airline, said it knew of no arrangements to fly her 
remains home but a spokesman said the arrangements couid be made privatBly 
. to avoid publicity. 

.• Garbo died on Sunday at New York hospital at age 84. The hospital declined 
to give a cause of death but confirmed that she had been under treatment for 
kidney problems. 

Picture above shows a Garbo fan. John Wallowitch carrying a portrait of the 

late actress, sitting outside her apartment on April 16. (Reuter wirepho to) 



RANCHO MIRAGE. California: A 
painting by Frank Sinatra sold for 
517,000 at a celebrity art auction to 
benefit a treatment centre founded 
by the singer's wife for sexually 
abused children. 

The abstract floral painting was 
bought Saturday by Bob Rossi, an * 
executive with Toys R Us, a toy 
operation, said Snsan Reynolds, a 
spokeswoman for Sinatra. 

More than 5140,000 was raised 
for the Barbara Sinatra Children's 
Centre at Eisenhower Medical 
Centre. Mrs Sinatra founded the 
children’s centre four years ago. 

✓ft Celebrities attending the event at 
the Ritz Carlton Hotel included the 
Sinatras. Gregory Peck, Roger 
Moore, Don Rickies and Betty Ford. 


BISMARCK, North Dakota: Two 
hospital orderlies are hiring 
themselves out as dates for high 
school girls without partners on 
prom night. 

The two Medcenter One hospital 
workers are asking 5100 a date. For 
the price, Yaocy or Mike will rent a 
tuxedo, pick up the girl, meet her 
parents, present her with a corsage, 
take her to dinner and go to the 
dance. 

“We're not looking for a profit." 
said 21 -year-old Mike. He and 
Y ancy spoke io the Bismarck 
Tribune on condition that their last 
names not be used to save a girl’s 
friends from finding out she is with 
a rent-a-date. 

“It seems like all the high school 
guys want to ask out the same 
beautiful girl," said Yancy, 19. 

Yancy said he attended four 
proms during his high school days 
and Mike three. They both said they 
knew’ how to show a girl a good 
rime. 

"We’ll treat the girls nice, just like 
if we asked them out ourselves," 
Mike said. 

Yancy. a pre-nursing student, 
says his parents think the idea is 
great. Even his girlfriend has 

endorsed it. (AP) 

• • • 

WELLESLEY. Massachusetts: 
Students at Wellesley college are 
protesting the selection of Barbara 
Bush as their Commencement 
speaker, saying the First Lady has 
not earned the honour on her own. 

"To honour Barbara Bush as a 
Commencement speaker is to 
honour a woman who has gamed ■ 


recognition through the 
achievements of her husband, which 
contradicts what we have been 
taught over our years at Wellesley,'’ 
said a petition signed by ISO 
students and presented to college 
president Nanerf Keobane. 

Anna Perez, a spokeswoman for 
Mrs Bush in Washington, said 
Sundaythe First Lady had no 
comment on the petition. Mrs Bush 
accepted an invitation to speak at 
Commencement June I at the 2,200- 
studeot women’s college. 

Laura Staris, a Wellesley 
spokeswoman, defended the 
invitation. (AP) 

* • • 

CHEYENNE, Wyoming: A 
deteriorated revolver has been 
unearthed by construction crews 
tearing up the main street through 
Cheyenne’s historic downtown, 
raismg hopes that a bit of the old 
US WOd West has turned up. 

Experts at the state museum 
refuse to speculate the exact age of 
the corroded pistol until a study i« • 
completed. But judging from the 
location in which it ws found, it 
could be more than a century old. 

“I wouldn't want to imagine for a 
minute that it was the result of an 
old guniight on main street. But all 
things are possible.’’ said Steve 
Cothermaa. manager of the 
Wyoming state museum. 

Tbc revolver was uncovered 
Friday at a level lower than buried 
streetcar tracks, which were buiiL in 
the 1890s. Normally, an object 
found on a lower level is older. 
Cotherman said, I AP) 

WOODWARD. Oklahoma: A 
wayward nut from a candy bar may 
someday bear fruit for Loreae 
Arnold. 

The almond tree in her back yard 
apparently began as a nut m bo- 
grandson's candy bar. she said. 

She recalled that she first noticed 
a weed growing in a planter by the 
front door about five yean ago. 
When she pulled it. she discovered 
an almond-like seed attached to the 
roots. 

“It kind of shocked me.” she said. 
“I poked my finger down in the hole 
and replanted it to see what it would 
do." 

She said their grandson. Rocky 
Arnold, then 9. beard his 
grandparents discussing the “weed" 
and confessed. (AP) 
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Mission to Mars too risky 

Joint exploration should continue, say experts 


WASHINGTON, April 17. (AP): 
Joint missions to Mars by the United 
Stales and the Soviet Union are too 
risky now, but independent co- 
ordinated exploration should con- 
tinue, a panel said yesterday. 

“The United States and USSR 
have no prior experience with the 
degree of co-operation necessary to - 
carry out a technical project of this 
complexity or magnitude. " said a 
committee of the National Research 
Council. 

The committee said it was concer- 
ned “about relying on the consis- 
tency of the relationship over a 
period of a decade or more into the 
future." 

With its report, the panel chilled 
the idea frequently expressed by 
many experts that Mars would be 
explored jointly by the Soviets and 
Americans, thus doing together what 
would be too expensive for either 
nation to do alone. 


The US and the Soviets have co- 
operated m space tn the past, own 
notably in 1975 when three astron- 
auts aboard an Apollo spacecraft 
joined their ship with a Soviet Soyuz 
and exchanged bear hugs in orbit 
with its two cosmonauts. 

The N R C committee was asked by 
Nasa to look into undertaking mis- 
sions with international partners to 

gather rocks and soD from Mars, 
using robots, and returning them to 
earth for analysis. Tht> committee 
concentrated its study on efforts by 
the US and USSR because they are 
the only nations in a position to take 
on the lead role in a Mars 
programme. 

The Soviets have said they intend 
to explore Mars with robotic rovers, 
space probes orbiting overhead and 
by returned samples. A scenario 
often mentioned is that one nation 
would build a lander and a sample- 
return vehicle while the other would 


develop a roving vehicle for collect- 
ing samples and analysing them. 

Detailed Mars investigations 
would include robotic missions at 
four to six selected sites over a num- 
ber of yearn. The committee said its 
recommended approach "would 
allow a graceful path to increasingly 

dose levels of coopera lion." 

The committee said it considered 
three levels of US participation with 
the Soviets in a Mars venture, reach- 
ing these conclusions: 

In the case ofeacb country conduc- 
ting programmes independently, the 
panel concluded that the cost would 
□e too hi: 


be too high, the returns would be less 
than maximum, US technology 
would benefit greatly and there 
would be no additional risk of trans- 
ferring technology to the Soviets. 

In addition, the committee said it 
would make no contribution to US- 
Soviet experience in technical and 
social endeavours and “it could also 


the race to the moon” 

If both nations were to undertake 
separate responsibilities on a joint 
project, it "would have a greater, 
presumably positive impact on US- 
Soviet relations than would options 
involving lesser degrees of interac- 
tions and reliance, the committee 
said. 

Such a venture would allow the 
nations to share costs while increas- 
ing returns and take advantage of the 
best ofboth nations’ space program- 
mes, such as the Soviets' lead in 
heavy-left launch capability. 

Although there is a danger that the 
co-operation could “deteriorate into 
a race for Mars," the committee said. 

if the schedule is planned and paced 
properly . the competi ti on might even 
behdpfuL 

The report also urged the United 
States to “re-establish its leadership 
in some aspects of spaoe scienc e. 
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Raises fears 

Serial killer 

NEW YORK. April 17, (AP): The killings of five taa dnvera mth* 
Bronx, including three by a suspected serial killer, have ioto 
hundreds of driven who are sacrificing profits for daytime driving- 
The latest killing on Saturday and another three days earlier 
rtiemroad by police as unrelated to the first three, but they heighten 
fears in an area where cab drivers have not felt safe for d«ades. 

Officer James ToTetta, assistinga special task force orabout 30 pow* 
officers assigned to investigate the homicides, said police do not ha 
suspect yet in any of the killings but are receiving tips from the pub ■ 
Mayor David Dinkins has offered a 510,000 reward for information 
leading tothe killer or killers of the drivers. _ , 7 

The terror spree began on March 7 with the death or Acton J<W*f /* 
in the Wakefield section. On March 14, Eliot Whitaker. 4j, was hed m 
WiUiramsbridge, and on April 9. Paul Burghard. 25. died in the Eastche- 
■ ster section. , . 

[n each of the shootings, a man phoned a car service requesting a cab 
and then killed the drivers with a shot to the head from , 22 -caubre gun 
and robbed them. _ , - 

Last Wednesday, unlicensed taxi driver Dennis Forbes, 41 , was shot m 

the head and killed in Tremom section before he had a chance to use a ._5- 
caifber handgun police said he kept on the seat next to him. 

Late Saturday. Rafael Montes de Oca. 38, of the Seaman Car Service 
was shot in the head and killed in the Ford ham section after he went to 
pick up a regular customer. __ _ . , 

“The first three are connected and last two are not, said officer Kalpn 
Sl Just, a police spokesman. 


Orient Express to make historic London-lstanbul train journey in May 


NEW YORK, April 17. (UP!): Goodwood Travel 
said yesterday it will resume next month for one 
journey only the famous London to Istanbul 
railroad service aboard Europe's historic train, the 
Orient Express. 

“For more than a hundred years the Orient 
Express has symbolized the ultimate in luxury train 
travel.” said Goodwood Travel, a tour operator 
based in Canterbury. Britain. “It was made famous 
by its illustrious clientele, which included members 
ofEuropcan royalty, diplomats, notorious spies and 
femmes fatales, immortalised by the film industry.” 


The Orient Express, Europe's most famous 
railroad service started in the late 1 9th century, was 
discontinued after World War II, financially unable 
to withstand the competition from airlines and 
faster and cheaper trains. 

Goodwood Travel said 100 fortunate and 
presumably wealthy travellers will be able to board 
the Orient Express' original pullman cars at Lon- 
don's Victoria station May 30 for an Istanbul- 
bound journey of four days and five nights. 

The Pullman cars, which belonged to France’s 
Compagnie des Wagons-Lits, were discarded after 


the service was discontinued. The cars were saved 
from destruction and restored by two investors, 
Albert Glatl and James Sherwood, and are now 
used for leisure trips on' the Nostalgic Istanbul 
Orient-Express and the Venice Simplon Orient- 


Express Lines. 

The “Stamboul Train” will take travellers across 
the English Channel to France, and continue 
through West Germany, Austria, Hungary, 
Yugoslavia and Bulgaria to IsianbuL 
“In keeping with the occasion, there will be wel- 
come receptions, gala dinners and banquets in 


palaces, a private performance of the famous 
Vienna Boys' Choir, sightseeing and the ultimate 
VIP service throughout,” the tour operator said. 

Stops are scheduled in Salzburg, Austria, the# 
Hungarian capital of Budapest and Sofia, Bulgaria. 

Among the scheduled extravaganzas are a band 
and red-carpet farewell in London, fireworks along 
the road, a pianist playing famed times of the 1 920s 
aboard the train, visits to historic places in horse- 
drawn carriages, a cruise down the Danube river, as 
well as dancing and champagne in the bar salon, 
restored to its original panelled splendour.” 



WITH FOUR LITRES. FOUR CAMS. 
32 VALVES AND 260PS OF 
V8 INSPIRATION: 


LEXUS 
IS HERE. 




What car do you know char 
can climb from 0- 100 km/h 
in just 7.9 seconds, while 
surrounding you in sump- 
tuous luxury’? One that can 
cruise effortlessly at over 
240 km/h? One with a V8 
engine capable of generating 
over Z60 horsepower, that 
can travel 100 km on a mere 
8.6 litres of fuel? 

The answers ro these 
engineering riddles lie 
under the hood of the 
Lexus LS400. 

You!il notice chat the 
newly developed Lexus 
4.04itre 32-valve V8 engine 
doubles the number of 
valves per cylinder for bet- 
ter breathing. A prototype 


of die engine, in fact, ran 
under heavy load during 
testing the equivalent of 
around the world at racing 
car speed. Only the exhaust 
manifolds glowed red. The 
engine itself never faltered. 

To bring smooth comfort 
to this extraordinary high 
performance, Lexus was 
the world’s first to develop 
an engine that actually 
“talks" to the transmission 
through the use of sophisti- 
cated computers, resulting 
in almost imperceptible 
shifting. 

Creating one of the 
world’s most advanced high 
performance luxury cars 
produced literally hundreds 


of patent applications. 
Although ir took six years 
of dedication to get here, 
it will take only a few 
seconds of inspiration to 
get away. 
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Boatlift 
brought 
chaos 
to Miami 

MIAMI. April 17, <AP): When 
reporter Maria Montoya first 
visited Key West, Florida, it was 
just after midnight on May 1. 1980 
and the boatlift of refugees from 
Mariel, Cuba, was in full swing. 

But Montoya was on the other 
side of the cameras. 

A US Coast Guard ship had res- 
cued her, her husband Eduardo, 
and 10 other people crowded inloa 

disabled 18-foot (6-metre) boat 
adrift in the Gulf stream after com- 
pleting most of the 90-mile (150- 
kilometre) journey from Cuba. 

The boatlift was 10daysold.and 
Montoya and her husband got a 
warm reception. They were 
cheered as they stepped onto US 
territory, and welcomed by US sol- 
diers and volunteer workers who 
gave them food and clothing. 

One sight seemed strange, 
though. 

*‘I saw 300 men, their heads 
almost shaved, sitting on the 
dock." she said. “I asked, 'why are 
those men sitting apart?" Someone 
told me. “those are the criminals 
and the mental patients Castro is 
sending us.*' 

The boatlift then was being 
hailed as “the freedom flotilla," an 
embarrassment to Fidel Castro's 
rule and a chance, as then-US 
president Jimmy Carter said, to 
welcome "with open arms’* those 
fleeing oppression. 

Bui before it ended live months 
later, when Castro closed the port 
of Mariel. it had become a disaster, 
costing hundreds of millions of 
dollars, stirring murderous crime 
waves and escalaline prejudices. 

Misfits 

"The whole Mariel boatlift 
struck very deep, nasty chords in 
the American public." said Frank 
Sharry. executive director of the 
immigration policy group, the 
national forum. 

"Marielito" became a derisive 
label meaning misfits, crazies, 
hard-core criminals. 

"But you know what? most of 
them did just fine." Sharry said. 

Ms Montoya, now 33. who 
risked a comfortable life as a 
Cuban radio and TV actress, is 
among dozens of marielitos who 
have achieved success in the 
United States. They have made 
their mark in television, business, 
education and spons. and several 
boatlift children have become hon- 
our students. 

Nonetheless, the stigma 
remains. 

Even after the initial crime 
waves blamed on Mariel refugees 
subsided, their image was furth- 
ered by such cases as the 1 984 stay- 
ing of a Miami beach police officer; 
198" riots and hosiagc-taking by- 
refugees in two federal prisons; and 
the fire that claimed 87 lives last 
month as a New York City social 
club, in which a Mariel refugee is 
charged. 

Hesitates 

Unlike many of the refugees. 
Montoya, who recently relumed 
to Key West to film a report for 
Spanish-language television on the 
boa tli ft's 1 0th anniversary, never 
hesitates to tell her story. 

“Bad people came, and a lot of 
good people came." she said. "1 
held back a lot. when people were 
talking about how bad the Mariel 
people were. People would say to 
me, "Oh. you don't look like a 
Mariel person." That bothered me. 
There was a stereotype, and I am 
an individual." 

Nearly a month before her 
arrival. Montoya and her husband 
had dashed into the Peruvian 
embassy in Havana, joining a con- 
fused and desperate throng that 
finally totalled 10.800 people. 

"1 think Castro never expected 
that many people wanted to leave. 
When be saw ihat, he wanted to 
spoil their image." Montoya said. 

US Sen. Bob-Graham, then the 
governor of Florida, recalls atten- 
ding a Washington luncheon in 
April 198Q and being told by State 
Department officials of the 
embassy incident. 

Within weeks, a distant foreign 
policy question became a crisis lor 
Florida as Castro abruptly 
announced the opening of the port 
at Mariel. Cuba. 

A rag-lag armada of boats char- 
tered by Cuban-Americans anx- 
ious Lo pick up relatives set sail and 
returned with some surprising 
cargo. 

Along with parents, aunts and 
uncles, friends and former political 
prisoners, the boats brought pas- 
sengers picked by the Cuban 
government. 

Castro and the state-controlled 
media crowed that the United 
Slates was getting "the bums and 
scum." 

"We don’t want them.” Castro 
told a cheering Havana crowd. 
“We don’t need them." 

By throwing in Cuban mis- 
creants. Castro portrayed the 
boatlift as a sweeping out of his 
society. 

Unleashed on American society 
from Spartan Cuban Guiags, the 
boatiift's criminal element spurred 
street crime explosions in Miami's 
little Havana and among the 
elderly of Miami beach, then 
spread into other US dues. 

Their crimes were the worst of 
many problems. 

"It had a human impact by 
adding 125,000 people to the 
population," reflected Graham. 
"It contributed to a tense com- 
munity situation.” 



European 


Ortega being blesaad by Puerto Bican evangelist Jorge Raschke (left). Outing a religious service on April 16. (Reuter wirepholol 

We’re facing risk: Ortega 

Contras could derail inauguration plans 


However, Dutch delegates jumped the gun with a n 
administration's “one-way traffic conference 

The Dutch charged the White % 

House had tailored the agenda to ^ - j \ ; 

fit the administration’s position ‘\jf 

that more scientific research is ’^jrV 

needed before the international '. . ... . . .. 

community can agree on econ- f 
omically costly steps to reduce 
industrial carbon dioxide emis- •*?. » 
sions linked to global warming. ',S ‘ - 

“We were quite surprised with " 

the agenda." said Pier Vellinga, .V”. • . r . 

director of the Netherlands mtm 

national climate programme. — 

"We now see the United States is ... ~ 

organising this conference to . : Je ajt ;• . 

stress the difficulties in econ- * 

omics of reducing carbon diox- dr 

ide emissions and stating not v-;, ~ 

enough research is done. j 

Letters 






MANAGUA, April 17, (AP): President Daniel Ortega said the rebels’ 
refusal to demobilise could derail next week's inauguration or Violeta 

“We are facing a real risk that we may get to April 25 and the peaceful 
transition of power that we all have sought will not take place,” Ortega 

said yesterday. _ 

Ortega, a leader of the Sandinista National Liberation Front, was 
defeated by Chamorro in presidential elections last February. He has 
rpnMtedlv said the reluctance of the rebels, known as Contras, to lay 

The rebels also want to see the , 

Sandinista relinquish control of I IITI© I 

the nation's army, cal led the San- 
dinista People's Army, which is 

headed by Ortega's brother, A 

Gen. Humberto Ortega. IL Wl II |i l M ■ 

The rebel demand that the III * 

Sandinista Army be dismantled 
were not addressed in the accord 

with UNO. But the agreement ' 

did bar military officers from ' 
belonging (o political parties. ^ 

And Chamorro said last week >7 ' t 

that Defence Minister Humberto ^■1^* * I : 

Ortega would not be allowed to * A mk- 

continue serving after she takes |R 

Although the ferocity of rgfc*. 4 

Nicaragua's war has dwindled RMUi W- 

since the mid-1980s, there have ' 

been scattered clashes between 
Sandinista troops and the rebels, 
who in recent weeks reportedly 

vacated their base camps in J 

neighbouring Honduras and 

"Blood continues to flow- and IRfSC fPWfiSj 

the Contras have not disap- W 

peared." Ortega told a group of £RM 1 

visiting Protestant Evangelists ^ | 

yesterday. “We have lo pray to | 

Nicaraguan Indians who fought 

alongside the Contras turned M^H|| R|jfi 

their weapons over to inter- ™ 

national peacekeepers in Hon- 
duras, another 1 ,000 fighters are 

scheduled to disarm tomorrow. 

The members of Y a Lama, an „ „ . 

organisation of Miskito, Suma A Contra tabel Wpto WJIJ 

c r n i j ■ c near La Esoeranza, some i & miles no 

and Rama ladians from April 1 1 (Reuter wirepl 

Nicaragua s Caribbean coast, 

surrendered their weapons to — . . . 

Gen. A gust in Quesada Gomez, f ^ y 4- ^ I /^J 

the Spanish commander of a I ■ f'H I I I II 

United Nations Peacekeeping l i 

Force, in the town of Sirsitara, 

about 40 miles (64 kiloraetresl Fernhflr 9 

from the Nicaraguan border. CSCOOa ■ 

Forty Venezuelan soldiers in .. xn . AD1 . 

the UN force set about smashing PP99T A P nl ^ T?l e 

the rebel weapons, mainly Medellin drug cartel has dis- 

Soviet-designed AK^»7 assault avowed alleged leader Pablo 
-jfw Escobar for insisting on bloody 

’ . . - . . . attacks against the government 

“It is a sad day for us, but the and fellow cocaine traffickers. 

decision has been taken, the said a communique purportedly 
Yamata chief, Serafino Benae. sent by the organisation, 
told reporters as his men surren- The communique’s aulhen- 
dered their amis. ticity could not be confirmed. 

“Every rifle wjU be cut m three y^ e coutl try’s larges news- 
and blown up with explosives. paper, El Tiempo. suggested the 

Quesada Gomez said. document might be a hoax 

■ A brush Fire started by far- because the lettering and format 
mere to clear their land set off were different from previous car- 
explosions yesterday at nearby tel communiques, 
air force base ammunition The document, sent by fac- 
dump, wrecking one military simile late Sunday to local media, 

cargo plane and damaging said that Escobar no longer 

another, police said in Managua. represented the cartel. The traf- 

Police chief Rene Vivas Vivas fickers denounced the reputed 
said a gust of wind spread the fire baron for his use of indis- 

to the base adjoining Managua criminate violence. 

International Airport and the The communique was signed 
blasts destroyed a Soviet-made by the Extraditables. a name 
AN-26 cargo plane. used by cartel leaders to refer to 


lent Daniel Ortega said the rebels’ down their US-supplied arms could be an obstacle to a smooth 
xt week's inauguration of Violeta transiuon of government on Apnl -5. 

Representatives of the rebels signed an accord last month with 
tay get to April 25 and the peaceful members of Chamorro’s US-backed opposition coalition — the United 
ought will not take place," Ortega National Opposition — in which they promised to disarm. 

i National Liberation FronL was But many rebels in the field, and thrir combat hardened commander, 

al elections last February. He has Israel Galeano, have said they do not trust the Sandimstas and have 
; rebels, known as Contras, to lay vowed to continue fighting until there is true democracy m Nicaragua. 

Ti me is wasting’: US officials 

$800m Centam aid plea 




A Contra rebel keeps an eye out tor Sandinista troops 
near La Esperanza. some 1 20 miles northeast of Managua 
Apnll 1 (Reuter wirephoto) 


WASHINGTON. April 17, (AP): The United 
States is pressuring Congress to enact an 5800- 
million aid package for Central America, calling 
farther delay an affront to allies in the region. 

Administration officials say that stalling the aid 
package beyond the April 25 inauguration of US 
backed Nicaraguan President-elect Violeta 
Chamorro would be a foreign policy embarrass- 
ment. 

It also would be a burden on the government of 
Honduras, a longtime US ally, the officials say. 
Many of the rebels, known as Contras, the United 
Stales hopes to resettle remain in camps in Hon- 
duras. 

President George Bush is meeting today with 
Honduran President Rafael L. Callejas to discuss 
the Contra resettlement problem and other Central 
American issues. 

Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, who lost to 
Mrs Chamorro in the recent elections, yesterday 
complained of continued attacks by Contra rebels. 
Ortega's Sandinista government has said the Con- 
tras must demobilise before Chamorro's inaugura- 
tion, and Chamorrojoined the call for disbandment. 

Also on the agenda at the Bush-Callejas meeting 
was the status of efforts by the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund, the United States 
and Japan to help Honduras ease its large inter- 
national debt. 

Addressing a White House audience on Latin 
American issues yesterday Bush said Congress — 
which returns from a recess tomorrow — was wrong 
not to provide the funds before the break. 


Cartel denounces leader 

Escobar’s position may be in danger 


BOGOTA. April 17, (API: The 
Medellin drug cartel has dis- 
avowed alleged leader Pablo 
Escobar for insisting on bloody 
attacks against the government 
and fellow cocaine traffickers, 
said a communique purportedly 
sent by the organisation. 

The communique's authen- 
ticity could not be confirmed. 

The country's larges news- 
paper, El Tiempo. suggested the 
document might be a hoax 
because the lettering and format 
were different from previous car- 
tel communiques. 

The document, sent by fac- 
simile late Sunday to local media, 
said that Escobar no longer 
represented the cartel. The traf- 
fickers denounced the reputed 
drug baron for his use of indis- 
criminate violence. 

The communique was signed 
by the Extraditables, a name 
used by cartel leaders to refer to 


the government's plan to 
extradiLe them lo the United 
States for trial. 

The administration of 
President Virgjlio Barco allowed 
extradition last August. Since 
then the cartel has used a com- 
bination of terrorism and offers 
of peace to try to convince the 
govememnt to abandon the 
policy. 

A communique sent last week 
by the Extraditables said that the 
cartel was planning more terror- 
ist attacks in retaliation for the 
alleged killings and torture of 
traffickers by police. 

The government has denied 
the cartel's charges against the 
force. 

Previous unconfirmed reports 
had also indicated a split in the 
cartel’s ranks. 

More than 200 people were 
killed by the traffickers before 


they declared a unilateral truce in 
January. Last month a commun- 
ique signed by the Extraditables 
said they were lenewing the 
terrorist campaign because the 
governemnt had refused to 
negotiate with traffickers. 

How to deal with Colombia's 
violent and powerful drug lords 
is certain to be the most hotly- 
debated issue in campaigning for 
May 27 presidential elections, 
which begins in earnest this 
week. 

The drug-traffickers' bloody 
trail of bombings and murders 
has had a strong impact on the 
campaign, which will largely be 
fought on television screens 
where the candidates are safe 
from assassins' guns. 

Two candidates have already 
been shot dead by assassins 
believed to be-in the pay of the 
drug barons. 


“We are not very happy about 
this conference focusing on 
research,” he said. “We should 
jointly discuss policy implica- 
tions.” 

“It is not acost-benefit issue. It 
war issue of political will. Wears . 
a little bit worried about this con- 
ference, that it is not focusing on 
political will but on economic 
agenda,” he said. 

Vellinga said his country and 
others wrote letters to the White 
House asking to change the 
agenda to include public discus- 
sion of possible international 
action to freeze or reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions from the burn- 
ing of ofl, coal and other fossil 
fuels. 

“We have had no reply,” he 
said, “we do now’ see that it's a 
kind of one-way traffic con- 
ference.” 

Vellinga said other European 
delegates shared Ins country's 
concerns about the conference, 
but that it was too late to change 
the agenda. 

1 “I think we'll just settle for this 
conference and try to reduce the 
. . damage," he said- - . • 

1 _ Vellinga also said^ the - 
Europeans were “annoyed” that 
the Bush administration had 
i given European officials vir- 
tually no opportunity to make 
public remarks al the conference 
sessions that were open to the 
media. 

Annoyed 

He said only one foreign 
delegate, a Polish official, was 
scheduled to speak at open ses- 
sions and that other European 
officials would have to content 
themselves with remarks at 
dosed workshops. 

“There is no opportunity for 
senior politicians to speak,” 
Vellinga said. “This we find a hit 
annoying. 

“We think (global warming) is 
very much a thing that deals with 
the general public and with 
politics,” he said. “It’s not very 
helpful if a bead of delegation can 
only make comments in a closed 
workshop.” 

Vellinga also disputed 
remarks last week by Allen 
Bromley, chief sdence adviser to 
President Bush, that there still 
were too many sdentific and 
economic uncertainties to 
warrant international action to 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions. 

In view of those data gaps, 
Bromley said the administration 
would use the conference to call 
• for expanded international 
research on global wanning. 

Uncertain 

Vellinga said US officials had 
greatly exaggerated the scientific 
uncertainties of global warming 
as well as the economic costs of 
reducing carbon dioxide emis- 
sions. 

“You can reduce carbon diox- 
ide and still have a prosperous 
economy like we have' now,” he 
said. “It’sjusla matterof restruc- 
turing your economy so you are 
less wasteful of energy. 


Mfc! 


Llosa affirms presidential candidacy 

Fujimori taken ill, unable to announce platform 



. ♦ r- • r'&e 


i waves to supporters 


UMA. April 17. (Reuter): Novelist Mario Vargas 
Llosa said yesterday he would contest the final 
round of Peru's presidential election, ending 
speculation that he would quit in the face or mount- 
ing support for his opponent Alberto Fujimori 
“I will go to the second round struggling for the 
reforms our country needs. Vargas Llosa, a cen- 
tre-rightist, said in a statement . 

The local press had reported that Vargas Llosa 
was despondent and thinking of dropping out after 
Fujimori surprised the nation by coming within 
four percentage points of beating Vargas Llosa in 
the first round on April 8. _ 

Support for Fujimori is spreading and most 
political analysts say the son of Japanese 
immigrants is the favourite to win the final round of 
elections on May 27 or June 3. 

But as Vargas Llosa lifted the doubts about his 
candidacy. Fujimori abruptly cancelled a press 


conference called to announce his political plat- 
form. 

- His wife. Susana. told the journalists her hus- 
band had become sick after eating a contaminated 
codfish, causing acne to break out over his face. 
“My husband will not be able to anend...hc is 
suffering from sever food intoxication.” she said. 

There was no suggotion, however, that the ill- 
ness would affect Fujimori's candidature. 

Fujimori, a mild-mannered former university 
rector, had been scheduled to announce his long- 
awaited electoral platform at the news conference. 

Though he was the only oneof nine candidates in 

the first round of elections who did not issue a 
political platform, Fujimori has defined himself as 
a pro-business centrist. 

Vargas Llosa said he had been ready to quit his 
candidacy “to spare Peru the difficulties and delays 
of a second round in this moment of grave national 


W4 IOIOi 

But he said he would stay in the race so as not to 
“defraud themillioiis of com patriots who voted for 
us” and because the constitution reqtured it. He 
declined to speak to reporters after issuing the 
statement. 

Whoever wins the presidency will lead a country 
drained by leftist guerrilla violence in which over 
1 7.000 people have died and by inflation of 30 per 
cent a month. . 

Leftist leaders have supported Fujimori as a way 
of blocking Vargas Llosa from reaching power, 
saying his plans to slash inflation and put the 
government's finances in order would throw 
millions of Peruvians out of work. 

His withdrawal could have sparked a senous- 
constitu lions! crisis, political analysts said, with 
experts divided on whet her it would be legal for him 
to step down after winning the Grsi round. 
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Obscenity trial • •/ /: 

TheContemporary ArtsCentre in Cinrihnatianditsdife^ j 

to staind trial on obscenity chargeslor exfvbit^ '^rttsbyhw l^te horno^uo vi 

not-guilty pleas tatpa triages trt an Appearance 
ment commissioner. A trial wasset^for AfWil30-_ ^ 

The works of Mapplethorpe,, who died gf. AKte in Match,;.T9ffi.?gv ? -] 

embroiled In comrover^beca use they include 

themes, as weH as picture of nude chMreri. . r. T •. ■ 3 

The show had been scheduled to open last summer at 
Washington but Was cancelled. after ft came under 


Congress, most notablyponservatrye senator jesse 
Carolina - . r ~ 

The show, titled "Robert Mapplethorpe: The Perfect 
exhibited without controversy in Chicago and othercities. It was arraDge&^m^ ; 
Institute of Contemporary Art otthe University, of Pennsyfvamai^f , 

in the pioture; Lisa Stagman (right) o t Voice against Censorship.^ wwpflan; 
chants with protestors. (Reuter wirephoto) . 

I wmm' mm m ~ 


US gardener u rgMji 5 

NEW YORK, April 17. (Reuter): FoiTOerpoticcmaiiJet^B^cfir’> 
says he has better things lo do with beer than drink it —hcjfeedsiL > 
to his plants. . ...-.-j V;! •• 

Baker, who was in town earlier this month pronKiti^Jhis 4IsU. < 
book, “Jerry Baker’s Flowering. Garden,” offered the foflbwm^ =■ 
menu for all garden plants: One cup of beer, one cup ofdDldrcn's'.' 
shampoo, ammonia, corn syrup, and. 80 !itres<f7 gallons _ k 
water. ^ v l ,-. 

“You spray that on them and the plant will chas&you back to. ■ 
the house and ask you when the next party is,” hesaid. { 

“Plants are like people,:’ said the bes t-selli ng autbori-’vff ? ! 

good enough for you, it’s good enough for them.” r , - ’ 
Baker is full of such tips and at a recent lunchhe rattTedtficcx-' = : ] 
off in the miie-a-minule style that has madei 
syndicated gardening radio show a success and btina him^ .T? 

continued offere to host a national television show on gardening- ' T j 

■ the kiss method,” he boasted. "Keep itsimple,^^”- - T 

■■ There are plenty of magic notions, potions, and - 

the best gardening method is common sense. ~ he said: :". . 

Baker said he is impervious to TV offers, prefeni rig To dohbefr-v: 
trate on is <»U-m radio show, his twice-a-year gardenhnr pteceS- ' y . 
for Sports Illustrated, and his self-produced monthly newsHter ’ 
with a circulation of more than 1 00,000. ... -Jy • : 

His books ave such titles as “The f m pa Lient Gardener.'^^k':- V 
den Ptanls nad " Jerr Y Baker’s Fast Easy Vegetable Gat* ) . 

Baker said his charmed garden life is all a hoe’ s thrnwfrrirfr his 
former career as an undercover narcotics and vice copra Detroit" 
where his cover more often than not was as a gardener.' •' vTT.o'-* 1 i' . ’■ 
He was known in Detroit's garden district by (he green t; 

&kS J S bugs,n the ’ 5telhan 

Baker gave up his police job after a prostitute rec^^niseid- 
on the street from a local gardeningshow he haddoifc' / 4 -rt 7 : ; T : 

man who , *j! s he learned the gardening tieknqws^ // 
from his American Indian grandmother, attends conventions^' ^ ■> 
and gardening shows for ten months a year > - ■ v : • '-•J. '. 

, J atcrial i? so successful thata ' 

fori^sown acL 0110638 ^ ,r 1,6 eould : 

1 SMwIie^ife'mHarKwS 1 r C,C succ ? s 10 a parti^ bns^OOT S =r 

BlazeblackensCal iforniafbiiesl- v 

battling a 600-acre (242-hcctare) No butidings werc'daniagsd.. 

blaze yaterday in the Los Padres . Aboui 280 rirefighterswtfewthe . 
National Forest that apparently was !^h n eyestcrday iirthearea‘25Bi9cs.. ; i 
started, by an abandoned campfire (40 kilometres) norttea^ofYaititra. "- 

authorities said. ' ’ n,. , '■ ■ 

Firefighters had contained 83 per 4 oo£r~lf?. hrokeout-Frday;.m:>, 

centofthe blaze, said Earl Gaytonof steer, SSt - 

the US Forest Scrvia. They expected iand^gittw:,’ . 

to have It fully controlled by ibis in by 
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Passengers abandoned [Intensify Struggle 

Clo W I Zm. *_•_ S... m _ * ■ _ _ * ■ mm m - I 

against apartheid 


Star captain left blazing ferry while others awaited rescue 








The 2?Jr' A g EN » Denmark. April 17.(APj- 

*dmiu h ^ oir,cer . or . lh « Scanfcv.an Sur 

oihw l, SflK. J fna i? ne J nqiliTy he and 

wh^ niSSr 5 afcs «*P | W* ae b taking ferrv 
wniicpasscngL-ri awaited rescue 

ber Nonw *»*«itonataJ the r.um- 

n« dlJ ,n the A P n! 7 fire 1*1. *»« 

jne Ugure was nm final because it was uncer- 
K" i? U ^ ny Passengers boarded the ferry. 

^ ' vned ve * sd ^ «n an o\er- 
mark rU " 0i, ° 10 Frcd « itsh ^- l*n- 

_£^ ef ( i fr,c ‘? r .9 ddva r Finslad. the third-m- 
command, sa^ he and the Norwegian master 

an?«5 :iind i? av,,: “ ? ur - Capi. Hugo Larsen. 

ff .°»hcr officers left the burning vessel in a 

HIS? 91, r°V n * lhal a S rou P ° 1 ' passengers 

remained in the bow deck. 

The fate of the abandoned 


passengers. 


some of whom were rescued later, was not 
discussed 4S they rowed away in the List 
usable lifeboat, F.n&tad said. 

”f caa’i what more I could have done on 

board after the captain left the ship." he said. 

Larsen and other officers returned three 
hours later to help Swedish and Norwegian 
firefighters. 

Finslad's testimony on the sixth day of the 
inquiry into the disaster supported accounts 
by rescued passengers that the crew appeared 
confused and retrained to deal with an emer- 

SC ^ J . . 

Under aose questioning. Finstad ackn- 
owledged that he knew practically nothing 
a bom rhe ship’s emergency plan or evacua- 
tion procedures. 

The officer said he was unaware of his 
assignment in the posted emergency plan as 


1 

head of the emergency plan js head of the | 
ship’s 14-nun fire squad and was unable to i 
identify the other squad members 

The inquiry established that the required 
fire a mi evacuation drilh were not held 
Finstad appeared ui a loss to answer ques- 
tions about why the safety procedure-, were 
not checked before the 2t>-year old ferry was 
allowed to sail with passengers. 

Most of the predominantly Portuguese and 
Filipino i7ew had signed on the Scandinavian 
Star only five days before the fatal lire, which 
police believe was set. 

The ship’s safety officer, first officer Sverre 

Aashildrods, testified that he knew nothing 
about ihc inlcmational Solas safety regula- 
tions that require fine drills when more item 25 
percent of the crew is new. 
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Bids to 
break 
UK jail 
siege 

MANCHESTER. England. 
April 17, (Reuter): Authorities 
are stepping up pressure to end 
Britain’s longest prison revolt 
after an outbreak of food poison- 
ing at Slrangcways jail hit the 
hard core of mutineers still hold- 
ing out. 

Jail officials said only seven 
prisoners remained inside the 
grim 1 9th century building in the 
^jorthem city of Manchester 
after three rebels surrendered 
yesterday, apparently suffering 
from the effects of imbibing con- 
taminated food and water. 

Officials said the handful of 
hard men left late yesterday — 
16th day of the siege — were 
existing in conditions of appall- 
ing squalor, eating food longpast 
its best. 

Prison Governor Brendan 
O'Freil said authorities would 
now make more use of high pres- 
sure water jets to spray rebels on 
the rooftop and keep up a 
barrage of noise from police 
sirens to break their will and end 
the siege. . 

A doctorshouted a health war- 
ning to diehard rebels on the roof 
— but they responded by bomb- 
ing warders with tiles. 

They held up a board display- 
ing a chalked message that read: 
"We can re-assure you^that 
everything is perfectly fine.*] 

Another message dismissed 
the authorities' health scare as “a 
propaganda stunt.” 

Mary Stewart, vice-chairman 
of the prison's independent 
board ofvisitors, said the surren- 
dering inmates had described 
“absolutely horrendous” condi- 
tions in the jail, wrecked when 
the riot broke out on April 1 . 

The three suffered from 
shivering, dizziness and diaorr- 
boea and one bled from the 
mouth. They had been eating 
food from tins opened near the 
start of the siege, she said. 

O'Friel lold a news conference 
he feared the mencould be suffer- 
ing from salmonella — a serious 
form of food poisoning. 

•OFreil said the authorities 
had decided at the weekend to 
switch tactics and step up pres- 
sure to end the siege after the 
failure of an expected mass 
surrender agreement last Friday. 

“It was clear that for us just to 
sit there and do nothing did not 
encourage negotiations, he said. 

O’Friel said, however, he was 
still committed to a peaceful and 
negotiated end to the siege, des- 
pite growing pressure fr om so me 
politicians and newspapers to 
storm the building. ____ 

Animals have 
some rights 

mow YORK. April 17, (AP): Most 
Americans say it should be illegal to 
£«Tnimals for/ur coats or to ** 
them Tor cosnwt.es rW'Jj aocord 

ing to a poll released yesterday . 

Bight in 10 respondents to the 
survey for Parents magazine said 
animals have some rights. Majomies 
SisaDoroved or killing animals for 
SSr for making tanker. M jM 
did not favour outlawing those 

aC Thtfsurvey was conducted by tele- 

ss^ySSs 

ace 21 and older. It has a maigm« 
Jror of plus or minus three percen- 

lage points. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Third of NY bookers carry Aids: one 

out of three ptociiuln in New York *iv carrying the 
Aids mas, according to remits of a new study publi- 
shed on Monday 

The results are pretimtiury, but if confirmed by 
formal review- they would reflect one of the highest 
rates of Aids infection ever found among prostitutes 
in the United States. 

The nine-month study. by Or Joyce Wallace, a 
Manhattan physician with a large acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome practice, tested same 950 strect- 
walfcerv (Reuter) 

• * • 

Author Marquez suit dismissed: a u& 


l argue 

Angeles federal judge dismissed a lawsuit Monday 
a g ain st No be! prize-winning author Gabriel Garcu 
Marquez, who was accused of violating aoomract to 
make a mono from bis novel. “Love in the Time of 
Cholera.” 

US District Judge Manuel Real threw out the cu*e 
after apparently finding (he Colombian author had 
□ever entered an enforceable contract with producer 
Richard Roth to make a movie fused on the best- 
selling book, lawyers said. 

On Dec 16. Roth sued Marquez and bis literary 
agent in Spain, accusing them of interfering with the 
producer's con tract to make (be movie by demanding 
that a “Latin American director” handle the project. 
(UPI) 

• • ■ 

Pleads do contest in bomb case: a 

woman whose 1 9^8 arrest on charges she tried to lull 
Ihe headof a medical company galvanised the animal 
rights movement pleaded no contest Monday in 
Stamford, Connecticut in exchange for a reduced 
one-year sentence. 

Fran Trait, 33, was arrested in November 1988 
after a remote-controlled pipe bomb was found near 
the parking space of Leon Hirsch. chairman of US 
Surgical Corp- in Norwalk. 

.Trait had scuttled another plea agreement. But on 
Monday she pleaded no contest to attempted mur- 
der, possession of explosives and bomb manufactur- 
ing. said her attorney, John WiJ>iams.(AP) 

• • m 

Exxon skipper appeals verdict: The dis- 
missed skipper of the Exxon Valdez, the supertanker 
that caused the wont oil spill in US history, has 
appealed against bis conviction for negligence. 

In his appeal, filed late on Friday, m Anchorage. 
Alaska, Joseph Hazelwood said the state of Alaska 
was wrong to charge him with any criminal offences 
m connection with the spill from the grounded ship. 

Hazelwood cited the stale's oil-spill immtunty 
clause — granting spHlers who report (heir environ- 
mental accidents protection from any criminal 
prosecution. (Reuter) 

w • * 

Women likely to die from bypasses: 

Women are more likely than men to die from coron- 
ary bypass surgery than men because women are 
sicker when they have the operation, a new study in 
Washington said. 

Dr Steven Khan of the University of California m 
Los Angeles' School of Medidoc studied 2*297 male 
and female bypass patients. Their findings are repor- 
ted in today’s "Ana Is of Internal Medicine." 

Thedeath rate from bypass surgery was 77 percent 
greater for women than for men — 4.6 percent vs 2.6 
percent, Khan says. That is similar to what previous 
studies have found. (Kuna) 

m • » 

National Geographic editor sued: The 

editor of National Geographic magazine, which for 
more than 100 years has explored the world and the 
creatures that inhabit it. was replaced suddenly Mon- 
day. Neither he nor the society that publishes the 
magazine was saying whether he was fired. 

“I just don’t know (he circumstances well enough 
to dgal with it,” said Wilbur E. Garrett, 59. who had 
been editor since 1980. 

Garrett was replaced by William T.E. Graves, 63, 
who had been a senior member of (be magazine’s 
editorial staff for 1 2 years. 

Graves becomes the eighth editor io the 102-year 
history of tbe publication. The magazine is sent to the 
10 million members of (he National Geographic 
Society. (API 

• • • 

San Antonio ini] break: Authorities sear- 
ched Monday for tnree convicts — including a man 
suspected of heading a multi-miHion-dollar drug ring 
— who escaped from a privately run prison by pulling 
a gun on a guard. 

Mario Salinas -Trevino and two cellmates escaped 
from the central Texas parole violators facility in 
downiown San Antonio about 8:30pm Sunday after 
farcing guards a ( gunpoint n> lei them out of the 
building, police said. (UPI) 

■ • • 

Chinatown merchants strike: Burning 

Chinatown virtually shut down Monday when mer- 
chants staged a strike to protest a plan to tear down 
(he quake-damaged embarcadcro freeway. 

The merchants say the freeway is a vital link to 
Chinatown. . 

Almost l .200 shops, restaurants and professional 
offices, ail but five small businesses, signed up to 
participate in the three-hour shutdown, said protest 
organiser Row Pak of the Chinese Chamber of Com- 
merce. (APJ 



Young rocks 

Canadian rock star Ned Young performs a I a sell-out 
rock concert In honour ol Mandela al WembJey 
Stadium. (Reuter wlrephoto) 


TV viewing 

Makes kids fat 

CHICAGO. April 17. (Reuter): Children in the 
United Slates spend more lime watching telev- 
ision than doing anything rise but sleeping, and 
are becoming tat and violent as a result, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics said yesterday. 

"Sufficient data have accumulated to warrant 
the conclusion that protracted television viewing 
is one cause of violent or aggressive behaviour,” 
the group said. ‘Television viewing also con- 
tributes substantially to obesity.” 

The doctors made the comments in a policy 
statement published in the April issue of tbe 
American Academy of Pediatrics News. 

“In 1989 the average child in tbe United States 
still spent more time watching television than any 
other activity except sleeping*' — about 25 hours 
per week — the group said. 

"Tbe many implicit and explicit messages on 
television that promote alcohol consumption and 
promiscuous or unprotected sexual behaviour 
are also a cause for concern.” it added. 


Latin America 
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Priests write to Pope: A spokesman for the 
Roman Catholic Church on Monday said a letter to 
the Pope by more than 400 Mexican priests may ha vc 
been inspired by "Marxist- Leninist elements.” 

The letter, printed in Monday's editions of the 
Mexico City daily La Jornada, addresses economic 
and social problems. 

“Sometimes, those who write these letters do not 
present evangelical proposals, but Marxist-Leninist 
elements ... the class struggle is not Christian and 
generates violence." Monsignor Genaro AlamiUa, 
spokesman for the Roman Catholic Church in Mex- 
ico, said at a news conference. 

AUimiUa said that the Pope’s visit “does not have a 
political or economic connotations, but pastoral." 

The priests late Monday had not yet responded to 
Alamilla's statements. (AP) 

* m m 

Argentina forces retirement: About 

20.0W Argentine civil servants will be forced to give 
' ' * ” art of the 
[inflation. 

1 Roberto 

Dromi said on Monday that any public employee 
who hud passed retirement age or wax within two 
years or doing so should leave. 

Anyone who held more than one joh in UK public 
sector had until the and or the month to decide which 
anc lo opt for. 

"The measures affect around 80,000 employees,” 
Dromi said in a radio interview. (Reuter) 

■ * • 

Castro may visit Japan: Cuban President 

Fide) Castro may visit Japan to attend the enthron- 
ement ceremony for Emperor Akihitu, a Japanese 
newspaper reported Tuesday. 

Yomiuri Shimbun quoted informed sources in 
Havana ax saying Castro will go to Tokyo this 
autumn for his first visit to Japan voce the Cuban 
Resolution in 1959. 

The source reportedly said that Castro, who is also 
Culm's head of state, wants lo attend ihccereniony in 
November if the Japanese government invites all the 
w arid's heads of stale. ( K unu) 


Mandela urges London concert audience 


33 more 
killed in 
black 
violence 


LONDON. April ]7.lAPj. Netson Mandela, hd(hv\fin wave afterwave 
of cheers from 72,«)tJO ecstatic admirers :ii a tefoised rock concert, 
urged a world -w uleaudier.ee to intensify pressure on the South African 

jiovcrnnicni ioer.il apartheid 

Chants trf“ Nelson, Nelson. Nelson" punctuated nearly seven min- 
utes of deafening cheers List night w hen Matuieia strode triumphantly 
onto the Wembley stadium stage near the end of a five- hour concert and 
raised his arm tn the famous clenched -fish salute of the African 
National C ongrev*. 

We must, however, remember 
that only a few have beer, 
released." sjkl M.mdeLa. who 
was freed from 27 years of cap- 
tivity in South African jails on 
Feb II. 

“A greater number remains in 
prison. We should therefore treat 
•his day of celebration as one of 
reded i cation to Lhe continuation 
and intensification of the strug- 
gle for the emancipation of all the 
remaining political prisoners ... 
and the system which keeps the 
outstanding sons and daughters 
of our people m jail " 

He implored the world io keep 
up (he struggle against c he system 
of racial segregation in while-led 
South Africa, in which five 
million whites deny voting nghts 
and rqu j! social .services to the 2S 
million blacks, three million 
mixed-race citizens, and 850.000 
Asians and Indians. 

Crime 

“The apartheid crime against 
humanity remains in place. It 
continues to kill and maim. It 
continues to oppress and exploit. 

Its blcKvistainea offspring con- 
tinue to min death and destruc- 
tion on the peoples of Mozam- 
bique and Angola. Every day it 
produces orphans throughout 
Southern Africa." Mandela said. 

“Therefore, do not listen to 
anyone who says that you must 
give up the struggle against apar- 
theid. Reject any suggestion that 
Lhe campaign to isolate the apar- 
theid system should be wound 

down.” 

Before Mandela's speech, an 
international lineup ot rock and 
jazz musicians performed more 
than four hours of political pop 
before the crowd in the stadium 
and millions of television viewers 
in 40 countries. 

The British Reggae band 
Aswad opened with “Mandeb's 
back in town,” followed by Patti 
Labellc’s “Oh People.” the Nevi- 
lle Brothers “My Blood,” Neil 
Young's “Keep on Rockin' in 
the Free World.” Jackson 
Browne and Johnny Clegg har- 
monizing in “one (hu)man one 
vote,” and numbers by 1990 
grummy-winner Bonnie Raid, 

Natalie Cole. Anita Baker and a 
dozen others. 

Tracy Chapman sang before 
Mandela’s appearance and once 
again when he finished speaking, 
delivering a moving, solo version 
of “talkin’ bout a revolution.” 

Mandda left London about 90 
minutes after his appearance 
aboard an Ethiopian airlines 
flight to Addis Ababa. He had 
arrived on Sunday. 

Mandela urged in his speech 
that sanctions be maintained and 
that Pretoria not be rewarded for 
the initial steps of releasing 
political prisoners or lifting the 
ban on the ANC. His comments 
were interpreted in the British 
media as veiled criticism of con- 
servative Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, who has opposed 
sanctions. 

“There are some in the world 
who wish to support the South 
African government by giving 
rewards and carrots. But we. 
representing the overwhelming 
laiority of Lhe people of our 


majority ot Lhe peop* 
country, tum to you for support, 
which we need more than ever 
before,” Mandeb said. 

“The reward the people of 
South Africa, and the rest of the 
world seek isthcendofapartheid 
and the transformation of our 

country into a non-racial 
democracy. 

Mandela departed from his 
prepared text to praise Tambo. 
who is recuperating from a 
stroke in u Swedish clinic, and 
express hope that he recover 
enough to continue leading the 
ANC. 

Earlier, Mandeb told repor- 
ters at a news conference that he 
came to Britain to thank, those 
who had kept up pressure on 
South Africa for his release. And 
in his speech, he lavished loving 
words on the crowd. 


JOHANNESBURG. April 17. 
(AP): At least 5? people were 
killed and dozens hurt in vicious 
black faction fighting over the 
Easter holiday, despite stepped 
up efforts by security forces, 
authorities said today. 

The latest unrest came as 
President F.W. de Klerk was 
expected to make a major speech 
in Parliament today on further 
steps to dismantle apartheid. 
Conservative opposition groups 
said they would resist any 
attempt by the government to 
dismantle apartheid legisbrion. 

Police said most of the fighting 
was in Natal province, where 
rival Zulu factions battled with 
guns and knives and set fire to 
homes and cars in clashes over 
the four-day holiday weekend. 

The fighting pits the African 
National Congress-allied United 
Democratic Front against the 
conservative Inkaiha 

Movement. Both groups are 
anti-apartheid, but differ over 
plans for a future South Africa. 

Police said a man and two 
women were taken from their 
home yesterday near Port Shep- 
stone in Natal and hacked to 
death by a mob that then burned 
the bodies. 

A soldier and a police officer 
were killed during the weekend 
after security forces attempted to 
intervene in clashes in Natal, 
police said. Three police officers 
were hurt yesterday when they 
were stoned by a mob. 

The government moved 
military reinforcements into 
Natal to try to stop the factional 
fighting that has claimed hun- 
dreds of lives in the region in 
recent weeks. Military patrols 
blocked roads and guarded bbek 
townships hit by bloody fighting 
in recent weeks. 

Government officials, who 
declined to be named, said De 
Klerk would outline plans to dis- 
mantle major apartheid laws, 
including legislation allocating 
public amenities along racial 
lines. 

The government wanted to 
present steps on ending aparth- 
eid before tbe start of talks next 
month with the ANC. The two 
sides are to try to clear the way 
for full-scale negotiations on 
ending while-minority rule. 

South African newspapers 
reported today that the govern- 
ment hopes to boost inter- 
national support for South 
Africa and end or reduce econ- 
omic sanctions. 

De Klerk, who has promised 
to end white-minority rule and 
share political power with 
blacks, legalized the ANC and 
other black, opposition groups 
in February. 

Malawi president 
arrives in Harare 

HARARE. April 17. lAP): Malawi 
President Hustings Kamuzu Banda, 
on a rare foreign (rip. arrived > ester- 
day at the sian of a seven day visit to 

Zimbabwe. 

Banda's visit coincides with 
celebrations April 18 marking the 
tenth anniversary of independence 
from Britain. 

During his way. the Malawian 
leader, believed aged in his 90’s is 
expected lo discuss peace initiatives 
in neighbouring Mozambique with 
President Robert Mugabe, a 
mediator in the 1 2-year civil war bet- 
ween the government and rebels of 
the Mozambique National Resis- 
tance. 


S Africa steel products being imported into US despite sanctions 
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ferroalloys, to ban, said 

gssjrs. 

D. Tutwiler. 


The administration’s definition of steel 
was upheld in a federal court in 1987. and 
certain prefabricated products that con- 
tain steel are not included in the definition 
of steel, she said; 

“This administration will continue to 
enforce fully all provisions of the compre- 
hensive ami-apartheid act,” Tutwiler said. 
•‘This is an old issue that has been 
thoroughly reviewed by (he Treasury 
Department.” 

Another US official, requesting anon- 


ymity, said some prcfabric.ved items, such 
ns coasters ami some ferroalloys, had been 
imported. 

The New York Times, quoting Com- 
merce Department officials, reported 
Saiurda v that more than 900,000 tonnes of 
South African iron and steel products 
worth at least $350 million had entered the 
United Slates despite the sanctions. 

“Nolh withstanding any other provision 
of law, no iron or steel produced in South 
Africa may be imported into the United 


States.” the law says. 

The Times said Treasury Department 
lawyers had defined "sled" to exclude 
fabricated steel products such as girders, 
beams and plates used in tbe construction 
of bridges. 

However. Congressman John Bryant 
took issue with the interpretation. 

“There is no excuse for the administra- 
tion to allow even one ounce, muen «=ss 
billions of pounds, of such products to 
enter the United States,” Bryant said . 


DRIVER 

Required experienced driver 
with valid Kuwait driving 
licence and transferable 
visa, for transporting goods 
in pick-ups. 

Please contact: 

Tel: 4767755 / 54 


A sea of fists rose in response and cries ofAmandLi” (power) rang 
through the crisp night . 

Mandela's wife. Winnie and Adelaide Tambo. wife of ANC 
President Oliver Tambo, stood quietly on either side of Mandela us he 

spoke forcefully for nearly a half hour, his word.-* interrupted about 30 
limes by cheers and applause. 

“We are meeting here to celebrate the victory represented by the 
release oi' some of us. 



Mandela raises his tist as he walks on stage at Wembley Arena in London on 
Monday. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Thousands of people attend the Nelson Mandela tribute concert at Wembley 
Stadium in London on Monday. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Angola peace formula 


WASHINGTON, April 17, (Kuna): 
Though US-Soviet tensions persist 
on Lithuania, the superpowers yes- 
terday seemed confident they can 
belpcrafl a peace formula for Angola 
parallelling one they agreed on for 
Namibia. 

The US and ihe USSR according 
to senior US officials, are pushing 
(heir respective clients to lay down 
arms and come to the bargaining 
13 We for direct talks. 

The US supports the Uniia rebels 


under Jonas Savimbi against the 
Soviet-backed Marxist regime of 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
Dos Santos. 

A US official familiar with the 
backdoor US- Soviet discussions 
indicated to (he Washington Post 
they may be bearing fruit. 

Speaking of hints both sides wan- 
ted to explore each other's intentions 
at possible talks in Lisbon, ihe 
official said. 



uaj-M 

TAREEM 

EXHIBITION 







INTERNATIONAL 


ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, 


Racial 

attack 

trial 


begins 


NEW YORK, April 17, (AP): 
The man accused of being the 
ringleader in a racial slaying 
carried a pistol and bragged that 
he was going to shoot blacks, the 
prosecution said yesterday at the 
start of his murder trial. 

“Keith Mondello was going to 
murder a black man," assistant 
district attorney James Kohler 
said. “It didn't matter what black 
man. Yusuf Hawkins innocently 
appeared on the scene, and his 
fate was sealed." 

A state supreme court jury 
began hearing the case against 
Mondello nearly eight months 
after 16-year-old Hawkins and 
three of Ids friends crossed paths 
with a mob of bat-wielding 
whites in the mostly white Ben- 
sonhurst section of the Borough 
of Brooklyn. 

Prosecutors say Mondello, 
charged with two counts of 
second-degree murder and other 
crimes, did not shoot Hawkins, 
but created the circumstances 
that caused his death by assem- 
bling the white gang. 

A second jury in the same 
courtroom was to hear opening 
statements in the trial of the 
accused gunman, Joseph Fama. 
However, those proceedings 
were postponed because defence 
lawyer David Depetris had the 
flu. 

Mondello and Fama, both 19 
years old and charged with two 
counts of second-degree murder, 
would face 25 years to live in 
prison if convicted. 

Kohler charged the slaying 
was a racial murder motivated by 
Mondello s hatred of blacks and 
Hispanics. 

"To call it anything else but a 
race riot would demean and 
trivialize the death of Yusuf 
Hawkins," Kohler said. 

He added: “The person who 
will put many of the pieces to the 


ximself." 


In statements Mondello made 
to the police following his arrest, 
he admitted assembling the gang, 
admitted having a gun in his car 
and said he was carrying a bat at 
the time of the attack, the 
prosecutor said. 

Mondello’s lawyer, Stephen 
Murphy, disputed prosecutors' 
accounts of the killing and asser- 
ted his client was being falsely 
■accused by Gina Feliciano, a key 
prosecution witnesses he des- 
cribed as a habitual Uar and an 
unreformed drug addict. 

M urphy said he would play for 
the jury a recorded conversation 
between Miss Feliciano and her 
sister that "makes it real clear 
that the truth has nothing to do 
with anything.” 

Murphy charges that the girl 
brought on the entire episode by 
inviting some black and Hisp- 
anic friends to an Aug 23 birth- 
day party in the mostly Italian- 
American neighbourhood. 

Murphy asserted that Mon- 
dello was "horrified” by the 
shooting. 

Six other young whites also 
were indicted in the killing and 
will be tried later. 

■ Black leaders appealed for 
unity and increased activism at 
the funeral of a black teen-ager 
whose shooting by a white 
policeman sparked a suburban 
rampage. 

About 3 00 people packed 
community Baptist church yes- 
terday in this New York suburb 
for the Funeral of Phillip Panned 
16, and about 200 more gathered 
outside to listen to the service 
over a speaker. Most were black. 

Elected officials, religious 
leaders and community officials 
took turns at the pulpit to call for 
solidarity in the wake of Paxt- 
nell’s death. 


Cricket 


threat 


CARSON CITY, Nevada, April 17, 
(Reuter): Hundreds or thousands of 
acres (hectares) of Nevada farmland 
are threatened by a plague of crop- 
devouring ‘‘Mormon” crickets with 
jaws strong enough to pierce human 
skin. 

The voracious insects, which grow 
up to rwo-and-a-half inches (16 cm) 
long, are preparing to march across 
the state, eating everything in their 
path, agricultural officials said. 

Robert Gronowski . director of the 
Nevada animal, plant, health inspec- 
tion service, said the bugs are still in 
their breeding grounds in canyons 




“There are literally hundreds of 
them per square yard (square metre) 


up there, the ground is black with 
them," he told Reuters. 


them," he told Reuters. 

They are called Mormon crickets 
because they were first discovered by 
Mormon settlers in 1848. They are 
not cricfcetsaialL but members of the 
long-homed grasshopper family. 

Unlike locusts, the crickets do not 
fly, but they are avid marchers, 
covering two miles (three km) every 
right hours. 




Protesters foil plan 




king 


300 sign petition demanding visa for Romanian monarch 


BUCHAREST, April 17, (AP): Shouting 
“communists go to church” and “long live the 
king,” several hundred pro-monarchy 
demonstrators yesterday Foiled plans of the 
anti-king opposition to stage a rally in frontof 
government headquarters. 

Protesters in the pro-king camp said the 
anti-monarchy demonstration was staged by 
former communists, tacitly backed by the 
National Salvation Front, Romania’s main 
contender for the May 20 elections. 

“We don’t want a lung,” shouted a middle- 
aged woman, as about a hundred allegedly 
pro-front supporters inarched down the city's 
boulevards toward the government building 
and the nearby Victory Square. 

There was some pushing and kicking bet- 
ween rival demonstrators but eventually they 
dispersed quietly, and there were no arrests. 

The anti-king demonstrators wanted to 
show their backing for a government decision 
to withdraw a visa granted to exiled King 


Michael of Romania to visit the country. 

“Communists in disguise, go home or to 
church, it's a holiday today,” scores of pro- 
king sympathisers shouted back. 

“You fear you'll lose your well-paid jobs, 
you garbage,” they chanted. 

Later in the day, some 300 pro-king activ- 
ists signed a petition they plan to send to the 
supreme court asking for a visa for the former 
monarch. 

“The government, in withdrawing the visa, 
has violated the Helsinki accords on human 
rights," Noni Androneseu, a former political 
detainee and spokesman for the prop-king 
demonstration told the Associated Press. 

He said the supporters also plan to send a 
written protest to the government, including 
Premier Petre Roman. 

Romanian police, armed with submachine 
guns and wielding batons, cordoned off 
entrance to the square and prevented the 
organised anti-king demonstrators from 


entering, saying they had no permission from 
the Bucharest mayor to stage the rally in that 
place. 

The pro-king sympathisers praised the 
police decision, saying authorities did not 
permit the meeting because they feared cla- 
shes between the two camps. 

Meanwhile, some 500 demonstrators of the 
nonparty Movement were allowed to enter 
the square after they displayed a letter stating 
they had the mayor’s approval to assemble in 
Victory Square. 

The demonstrators shouted anti-govern- 
ment slogans and asked that former commun- 
ists be barred from getting leading jobs in the 
future administration for the next three 
parliamentary legislatures or 12 years. 

■ Romanian ambassador to France Alexan- 
dru Paleologu was recalled to Bucharest for 

a J La n«iUli/4ir 
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dru Paleologu was recalled to Bucharest tor 1 a oainst Romania's ruling 

consultations yesterday after he publicly enti- Rival groups kicked and punched each other dunng demonstrations ior an foregrou nd is shoaling 
cised Romanian Prime Minister Petre Salvation Front in Bucharest on Monday. The young woman be/ng r^trainea R ^ nia .(Reuter voraptoSOt/ 
Roman, diplomatic sources said. against Romania’s ex-monarch King Michael who was relused an entry v .saimo _ 



US sponsoring anti-Semites visit: The 

government is sponsoring a month-long US tour by a 
group of Russian writers that includes known anti- 
Semites, a major Jewish groupcharged Monday night 
in Washington. 

■This visit is not in the interests of the west gen- 
erally." said David Hams, president of the American 
Jewish Committee. 

A Russian Jewish emigre whose studies of ami- 
semi tic writers were used by the committee. Semyon 
Reznick, said some writers'in the group “exuded the 
myth of a Jewish-Zionist conspiracy, an old Russian 
hatred" in their work. (AP) 


Lithuania renews 




demands for 
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Deadline expires with no cut in deliveries 
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Bush nominates Thomas: President 
George Bush announced his selection Monday of 
Charles H. Thomas, a career Foreign Service officer, 
to be US Ambassador to Hungary. 

Thomas, S5. most recently served as principal 
deputy assistant secretary of stale for European and 
Canadian affairs. For almost a year he has been 
st udying Hungarian in preparation for his new assig- 
nment 

If confirmed by the Senate, he w ould replace Mark 
Palmer, who recently retired from the Foreign 
Service fora job in international banking. (AP) 


MOSCOW, April 17, (Agencies): Rebel Lithuania renewed demands 
for dialogue with the Kremlin today as the republic's parliament 
debated Moscow's threatened economic blockade. 

President Vytautas Landsbergis told deputies that sanctions. 


announced by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev on Friday to force the 
republic to drop its independence bid, would damage Lithuania's 
economy. 

The Baltic republic is heavily dependent on 1 Moscow for essential 
supplies such as oil, but the Kremlin has so far held its hand on an 

“Yet at the same time, he said that 


US will not rejoin Unesco: The White 
House has decided that the United States should not 
rejoin the L N Cultural Organisation Unesco. which 
it left in 1984. the New York Times reported on 
Tuesday. 

In a report to be issued on Tuesday, the State 
Department say™ that Paris-based Unesco still wastes 
money, is poorly manjged and has not taken a firm 
stand in defence of freedom of the press, the Times 
said. (Reuter) 



Gorbachev’s threat alarmed Western governments, but 
States said yesterday Soviet failure to act on the -threat to 
Lithuania after expiry of a crucial deadline could herald a requcut M^^ i ■ 

tensions there. \ ~ ^ 

“ Lands bergis said Moscow is using all means to pressure us incw^o 
ing economic threats, which would cause unemployment 
situation harder/’ said a journalist at Lithuanian Radio, who hcaro^^;/ 
speech. ‘ • 


Basque National Day 


French riot police break up a demonstration of T.500 
Basques as Nationalists set tire to French and Span- 
ish flags during trie Basque National Day celebra- 
tions in Hendaye on April IS. 


Lincoln. Jefferson memorials: Two of 

Washington's most famous landmarks, the Lincoln 
jad Jefferson memorials, are succumbing to water 
seepage, air pollution, littering tourists and a pesky 
little bug called the midge, experts say. 

Private consultants hired by the national park 
service say the worst problem was found at the 68 - 
year-old memorial honouring President Abraham 
Lincoln. Dripping rainwater has caused deteriora- 
tion of huge concrete slabs that support a broad 
cobblestone walkway and the grassy terrace surroun- 
ding the building. ( AP) 


Due to rollout 


US shuttles 



‘No’ to May Day rallies: Turkey's largest 
labour confederation has ruled against holding May 
Day rallies after one person was killed and dozens 
were injured during marches in Istanbul last May I, a 
confederation official said on Monday. 

Chairmen of 34 trade unions affiliated with the 1.7 
million-member Turk-Is Confederation have 
decided to mark Labour Day by reading out a joint 
statement in union and factory halls, Burhan 
Dodanli told Reuters. (Reuter) 


Three killed in blast: a bomb exploded in a 

minibus Monday in Derik. Turkey killing three peo- 
ple and wounding H, the semi-official Anatolia 
News Agency reported. 

The agency said four of the wounded were in 
critical condition. 

The bomb was concealed in a package that had 
been handed to the driver by a teen-age boy, the 
agency said. The boy had asked the driver to take the 
package to one of the villages on the bus route in 
Mardin province. (AP) 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Fla.. April 17. (Reuter): 
For the first time since the 1986 Challenger disa- 
ster, scientistsare preparing two space shuttles for 
launch, prompting concern that thousands of 
workers are being pushed to keep an unrealistic 
flight schedule. 

The US shuttle Cohimbia,ona tighterschedule 
than any spacecraft since December 1985, is due 
to roll out to its launch pad on April 22 fora May 9 
launch carrying an astronomy observatory. 

April 25 is the date for the shuttle Discovery’s 
second liftoff attempt with the $2.5 billion Hub- 
ble space telescope, after a scuttled launch on 
April 10 . and will mark thefirst time in more than 
four years that Nasa workers have had to divide 
their time between shuttles on both launch pads. 

The double duty became necessary when the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(Nasa) delayed the launch of Discovery so tech- 
nicians could replace a faulty power steering unit 
in the shuttle and recharge batteries aboard the 
telescope. 

The 88 -pound (40-kg) unit was replaced on 
Sunday and is to be tested today. The two 450- 
pound ( 200 -kg) battery packs were removed from 
the telescope for recharging on Saturday. 



Irish extremists dash: Masked gunmen 
shot dead a Catholic man in Northern Ireland Mon- 
days a slaying officials said was probably linked to a 


feud between rival Irish extremist groups. 

A spokesman for the Royal Ulster Constabulary 


sam horn Money, ZJ, apparently tried to escape 
when he was confronted ny his assailants in the 
Derry beg district of NewTy , 40 miles ( 6 S km) south of 
Belfast. fUPH 


Child leaps to death: A 7-year-old girl imper- 
sonating the superheroine “Wonder Woman" jum- 
ped from the eighth floor of an apartment building 
and was killed instantly, police said Tuesday in SeouL 

First-grade student Chong Son-Ah died Sunday 
after she and a friend were accidently locked on a fire 
escape while playing at their apartment building and 
Chong offered to get help, police said. 

Police quoted the friend, identified only as Kim, as 
saying that Chong liked to imitate the television 
character "Wonder Woman" and felt she could leap 
from high building and survive. CAP) 


Purchase did not succeed: An Italian 

businessman’s bid to purchase the American cinema 
company MGM-United Artists would not succeed 
because American Jewish organisations had des- 
cribed a recent statement for the man as anti-Seme tic, 
it was reported here Monday. 

Jean Carlo Painty was seeking to buy that giant 
American company for months and offered $1.2 
billion in co-operation with another American cin- 
ema company “the Warner Brothers." (Kuna) 


Seoul executes murderers: South Korea 

executed on Tuesday nine murderers, most of them 
also convicted of repeated rape and armed robbery, 
the J ustice Minist 17 said . 


It said seven were hanged in a Seoul prison, one in 
the central city Taegu and one in Pusan to the 


southeast. 

The lasL death sentences were carried out in South 
Korea in August, 1989, when seven people were 
hanged for robbery, sexual assault and murder. 
(Reuter) 


Cybernetics conference: The -loth 

European conference on cybernetics and systems 
research' will be held at Vienna University on April 
17-20. 


This conference, which is the biggest international 
function of its kind in the cybernetics field, is held 


every two years. 

About 300 scientists from ail over the world are 
expected to attend. One of them will be Iwan Havel, 
the brother of Czechoslovak President Vaclav Havel. 
(Kuna) 


EEC may withdraw support: The 

European Economic Community may withdraw its 
UN support from Prince Sihanouk's coalition gov- 
emirient-in-cxile during this year's general assembly 
session in September because the coalition continues 
to include the communist Khmer Rouge, diplomats 
said Monday. 

Under the Khmer's rule from 1975 to 1978. more 
than a million Cambodians were believed to have 
been killed. (Kuna) 


by organisinga blockade and making 
us buy raw materials and other tiring 
for foreign currency. Moscow 15 
recognising Lithuania as a separate 
state." 

However, she said Landsbergis 
repeated calls made on Monday by 
Prime Minister Kazanuera Prunsk- 
iene for talks with the Kremlin both 
on economic sanctions and on a clash 
between Moscow and Vilnius over 
calls to boycott military service. 

The parliament discussed a draft 
telegram to Moscow. sayingthe Lith- 
uanian government saw no reason to 
“justify a worsening or economic 
relations, all the more so that this 
would not affect Lithuania alone.” 

“Moreover, we do not understand 
the conimt of the economic sa ac- 
tions alluded to and would not like to 
give false explanations to our people 
and to the world," the telegram said. 

“Given these conditions, we see no 
way to resolve these questions other 
than Moscow urgently meeting a 
Lithuanian government delegation 
beaded by the prime minister.” 

In a telegram to Gorbachev asking 
Tor a meeting, Prunskiene also said 
Lithuania wants to explain to its peo- 
ple what difficulties they may face if 
they continue ignoring the 
ultimatum. 

The telegram said Lithuania wants 
to discuss the spring conscription of 
Lithuanian citizens into the Soviet 
Array, the protection ofborders, and 
the rights of Lithuanian residents 
who want to remain citizens of the 
USSR. 

Gorbachev on Friday gave Lith- 
uania 48 hours to rescind laws aimed 
at bolstering the independence 
movement or face a cutoff of 
products the Soviet Union supplies’ 
to the republic. Gorbachev said that 
“anti-constitutional" actions pro- 
moting independence must be rescin- 
ded, including plans releasing Lith- 
uanian youth from conscription into 
the Soviet Army and introducing the 
republic's own identity cards. 

The deadline expired last night 
with no visible cut in deliveries, but 
also no yielding by Lithuania. 

Gorbachev has refused to meet 
with Lithuanians unless the republic 
cancels the independence declaration 
it made on March 1 1 . 

Some Lithuanian activists have 
characterised Gorbachev's state- 
ment on Friday as a softening, 
because he did not demand outright 
that the republic revoke its indepen- 
dence declaration. 

In her telegram, Prunskiene said a 
broad economic boycott would 
damage both the Soviet and Lithuan- 
ian economy. 

ff measures are not defined, Prun- 
skiene said in an interview on Soviet 
television last night, “this is a cold 
and very hard war. a war with the 
people of Lithuania, which includes 
people who consider themselves 
citizens of the Soviet Union." 

Vilnius radio quoted Prunskiene 
as saying the leadership of Lithuan- 
ia's legislature decided that “until we 
see definite physical measures 
against Lithuania's industry and 
economy, all contractual obligations 
to the USSR must continue to be 
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A Soviet demonstrator (left) arg ues with militiamen in Moscow ns he carries a postdr asking contrtwer^ prosectSoa^: 
Gdlyand and Ivanov not to take part in T uesdayVdetiate at the Supreme Soviet. The twospeci^nve^ 
suspended from duty for the alleged mishandling of a case. Poster reads: 'Gdtyah and Ivanov, dorrt gp-to the GdlgoNlL^p 
A! (right), a demonstratorholdsa poster with names of vmrioueprogr^siwpoktic^lhgvre&'durt^ga small rally infrogfccd^ £•; • 

the Moscow City CounciL^Reuter- wfeephotoa) - r .J ; ,. r i.. : 


Centre-rightists 
end Reds rule 


Soviets ® 




Slovenia polls 


arms 
in Jui 
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carried out by all our enterprises, so 
there should be no pretext for possi- 


ble disruption of supplies by the 
Soviet Union.” 


The telegram was sent to Gorba- 
chev after an emergency meeting yes- 
terday of the Presidium, or legislative 
leadership. 


BELGRADE, April 17, 
(Reuter): A centre-n^bt coali- 
tion ousted communists from 
power in Slovenia in a victory 
which set Yugoslavia’s most 
Westernised republic apart from 
the rest of the country. 

The communists, who have 
ruled Yugoslavia for 45 years, 
now face a tough fight to retain 
their grip on neighbouring 
Croatia, where free elections will 
be held on April 22 after a heated 
campaign coloured by national- 
ist passions and ethnic tensions. 

“Slovenia has broken 
politically with Yugoslavia. It 
has a different political system 
now," one Western diplomat, 
said. 

“If the communists lose in 
Croatia there will, for all prac- 
tical ' purposes, be two 
Yugoslavias.” 

Final results announced yes- 
terday said the Democratic 
United Opposition of Slovenia 
(Demos) won 55 per cent- of the 
vote in elections of April 8 , giving 
it 47 of the 80 seats m the upper 
chamber of the Slovene 
Parliament 

The communists, who chan- 
ged their name to the Democratic 
Reform Party and now advocate 
Western-style social democracy, 
won only 14 seats. The rest went 
to the left-of-centre Liberal 
Party. 

Demos leader JozePucnik told 
Reuters: “Our priority is to write 


a new Slovene constitution 
which will guarantee Slovene 
sovereignty and pave the way for 
turning Yugoslavia into a con- 
federation." 


ROME, April 17, ( UPI): - Soviet *; ■> S 
Foreign Minister Eduard SheraSrV^ • 
nadze said in an interview p\i6fetedf : - £- : C: i 
yesterday the Soviet Union otpe£»^-J J -' ; 


Slovenia, which has 1 .9 mfllion 
people, is Yugoslavia’s most 
economically advanced republic, 
acco unt for 30 per cent of exports 
and a fifth of the national 
product .... 

Demos wants autonomy 
inside or outside Yugoslavia for 
the republic, which borders Aus- 
tria, Italy and Hungary, while 
nationalists within the coalition 
call for quick secession.- 

Demos policy on Slovene 
independence has vacillated and 
coalition leaders now play down 
the question of a possible split 
with the rest of Y ugoslavia. 


cent reduction of strategic . 

weapons during the Bush-Gtitix^^ 
ctaev summit meeting in June • 

Ha xa! J ' *L.< ■ * 


He also said the Soviet “fv V 'l 
hopes to sign a bilateral adopritonri; * ’* 
the“radr “‘ 1 — J — • 


"We are not too dear right 
now about, our plans for 
parliamentary action,’: Demos 
official Silvester Plahntnik said. 

The coalition, dominated by 
Christian Democrats and the 
Peasants’ Union, has' a strong 
nationalistic and agrarian slant. 

- The democratic reform party 
says its future roledepends on the 
outcome of elections to the lower 
house of Parliament on April 22. 

“If Demos gets an absolute 
majority in the entire Parliament 
we will have to become an 
opposition party ” parly official 
PetarBekcssaid: 


the radical reduction? ofcbemi&] >'■ ’• ; • ■ 
weapons, to give .an impulse tti > .. 4 j 
negotiations on reduction of ccntrlj. j 
- ventionaT weapons in EuropcT j 

also make advances toward £ •• * 

on nuclear experiments-V . ;; '. j 

Shevardnadze expressed' -Sa 
hopes for the summit meeting bet- ? ■ 
ween President Busb aod; Sprier- j 

leader Mikhail Gorbachev'. sct fo^V~ - 
Washington May 30-Jtme 3; in‘a~, . i 
Moscow interview with theTiaJrm v : 
news agency Ansa. ... ' -- ; : 

The occasion lor the mtaVjew^ l - ! 

was tbe current visi t to Moscow -'/ : j 
Italian Foreign Minister Gianiu deJ- ., 1 

Michelis, who is scheduled -to- hire- - j 

separate talks with Shevaittaad*. :.i 

and Gorbachev. . ".. 2V " . ! 

Asked what “concrete restilts’?- . ' V 
the Soviet Union expects fi^oin.tljfr. &}, 
Washington summit, the SfiViet' v4 
Foreign minister said: • , VvAVy-' . _ 

“The parties ' - ^ 

accord on the pro hlrrns relative- to - 1 

r 00 a 50 pw'cent redaction: ... 7 i 


1 pril . initial it m Washington during " ! 
bsolute meeting between.Uie US and^Soriel V ] 


I^eridttits. By this- Fjseair td _sa9 r ' r 
^Lmtte event, theognmg^®;- 

treaty is foreseen. for thcend of this 


East European young black marketeers discover new ‘silk road’ to Beijing 


BEU I NG. April 17, (Reuter): Hundreds of young Eastern 
Europeans have established a new “silk road.’ buying up 
the bounty of China and then lugging it halfway across the 
world and through the Berlin Wall to the West. 

Unlike the ancient trade route that snaked across deserts 
and mountains from Beijing through Central Asia 10 
Europe, the new ‘road’ is a railway track from China to 
Mongolia, theSoviet Union and then westward via Berlin. 

But like the old camel caravans and mule trains of the 
past, modern traveller-traders are loaded up with cargoes 
of silk, pea/ls and other exotica from China’s interior. 

Deals are struck informally, sometimes illegally, and an 
omnipresent black market greases the wheels. 


“Life is good," Andre, a young Pole and self-professed 
black marketeer, told this journalist during a recent trip to 
Ulan Bator, Mongolia — the first stop for traders travell- 
ing overland from Beijing to Europe. 

“You can travel many places, make a little money and 
sometime you can find a woman along the way," he said, 
propping up the bar at Ulan Bainxs Bayan Gol hotcL 

The bar is Ulan Baird’s only disco and a favoured 
watering hole for the Eastern Europeans. 

Traders said the dynamics of their livelihood were 
simple. China has abundant, cheap goods and Eastern 
Europe has few. 

Since the dismantling of the Berlin Wall last November, 


bigspendersin the West have becomemoreaccessible than 
at any time since World WarTwo, they said 
And although most of Eastern Europe is espousing 
capitalism, many countries are still members of a loose 
“socialist brotherhood" with China, thereby remaining 
eligible for a gamut of “friendship” benefits. 

Daniel a university student from Czechoslovakia, said 
his train ticket — Ulan Bator, Beijing, Canton and back — 
bough t in Prague, cost him $30. That is a fraction of what 
Westerners pay for the same ticket 
Tickets on tbe trans-Siberian railway from Europe to 
China are also sold at knock-down rates in Eastern 
Europe. Daniel took a plane from Prague to Ulan Bator 


which cost him the black market equivalent of $18. 

“For visit isa kindof silk road” Said Daniel, who speaks 
English, Russian and Polish fluently. 

Wbenm Beijing, hestays in a hostel near the Temple of 
Heaven free market whan private businessmen from 
China’s south gather each morning to hawk freshwater 

pe Xneckiace of the lowest quality pearls costs four yuan 
(85 cents). The frighestquality costs about 30 yuan ($6,3), 
•'In Ulan Bator the people have nothing. -No money and 
nothing to buy, so you have to sell them cheap acddaces,” 
said Daniel- “A five yuan necklacegoes for two dallare(9;4 
yuan)-”-'. 


“Another important practidh 
the Washington, negotia 

Kn«*^t 0nld the s?gnmg. of j 
bilateral agreement on a radica 

reduction of . the arsenals ” ol 
chemical w eapon&,as : astep toward 
their . complete., eliminicioh,^ 
Shevardnadze said . ^ ‘ 


“it:, is. obvious . that: takin 
account of the role ofourtwocom 
tnes uk the Europeah proces^-ti 
presidents could. ^£ 2^01 
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Jaruzelski may 
resign next year 


Walesa enigmatic 


ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 1990 


President wiT t ?’ ^ J 1 )- “If he (Jaruzdski) recognises 

may resign the political and economic 

tary elections * reforms he has initiated have 

W ^ next ye f been peacefully steered through 

SDokesman r ^P A OW [^ OW ’ ^h* this hot period, ihe merits are 
got«man for his office said more and not the 

tu ‘ r _ term," he said. 

k . 1 J ac lormer Communist Party 

leader is realistic about the future Meanwhile, Danuta Walesa, 

and "will not insist on the ftoi six- the wife of Solidarity leader Lech 

year term" to which he was elec- Walesa, based the secrets of 

ted by parliament last July, spok- Poland’s best-known family yes- 

esman Slawomier Witek told today, saying her husband is 
United Press International enigmatic and difficult to get 

On the other hand, "Jaruzekki al°hg with. 

^ "° f rea ^ ons consider his Mrs Walesa, an attractive 
ns^gnauon (now) because his co- brunette in her late 30s and the 
operation with the government mother of Walesa’s eight chil- 
and parliament is good,” he said. dren, told a talk-show hostess on 

Witek was responding to a state television: “Lech is not an 
declaration by Solidarity leader easy man to love, understand and 

Lech Walesa that Jaruzdski is be with. I don't think any other 
not leading Poland and he will woman could put up with him." 
run for the job of president "in “ He ’ s always so secretive. You 

the next elections.” talk to him and you never know if 

* The presidential spokesman you're getting through or what 
suggested Walesa's statement he’s thinking about," she said of 

was pan ofhis strategy before Lhe majQ widely expected to 

Solidarity congress to begin become Poland’s next president. 

Thursday in the seaport of ■ Polish Foreign Minister 

Krzysztof Skubiszewski Tues- 
Although the next parliamen- day arrives in Belgrade on an 

tary elections are not due until official three day visit to 

1993, fully free elections are Yugoslavia for talks with his 

expected to be held next year Yugoslav counterpart Budimir 

because the June 1989 elections Loncar on current developments 

involved apolitical agreement in in East Europe, 

which Solidarity could run for Skubiszewski Loncar’s talks 
only 35 percent ofthe seats in the will also touch on the two Ger- 

lower house of parliament. manies reunification and its 

Witek suggested that Jaruzel- impact on security and co-opera- 
sta would "seek approval from tion in Europe, and the future of 
the new parliament and govern- political and economic co-opera- 
ment after the next elections, tion among the European coun- 
tand ifit were not forthcoming, he tries j n light ofthe new develop- 

might resign. ments. 

Berlin’s rag-tag bazaar 

Influx of Poles 

WEST BERLIN. April 17, (AP): Even the Easter holidays didn't stop 
thousands of poles from streaming into West Berlin — some to shop, others to 
sell. 

The influx of Poles to West Berlin, one ofthe few Western European places 
they can visit without visas, has increased dramatically since the Polish zloty 
became a convertible currency in January. Ci ty officials say more than a million 
Poles have visited since January. 

Many of them head for a muddy. 

littered field near Potsdamer Plata f^firm8Ln 

known as the "Polish Market” — - a 

ragtag bazaar where Poles sell ■ m ■ ■ - ■■ 

whatever they can bring from home I 1 IfW f 9 1 uF O 

— caviar smuggled out of the Soviet Tfc# 1 1 1 • Jg I 

Union, farm fresh eggs and bacon, 

unuxed cigarettes and Polish vodka. Gilt tA a# a vf 

a .It is both an introduction to free- OVrli IVr Old! I 
nlarker practices and a crucial source 

of income for Poles weathering their BONN, April 17, (AP): Officials from 

country's radical economic changes. the two German rations this week will 

“Who knows how long I’ll have a return to talks setting the come for 

job. I'm sure the company will go onifiaUron, the West German gav«n»- 

bost by June," said Krzysztof Goral, ment said yesterday, 

a bus driver from Poznan, as he tried The discussions were pot on bold 

to sell a pair of mounted deer antlers while a new government was being 

for I S marks (S9.3). formed in East Germany. 

"We've got to try to cam while we East Germany's first demo- 
can." said his brother Marek. an dec- craticalty elected government, beaded 

tridan. who watched over a pile of by Prime Minister Lothar de 
chocolates and wooden-handled scr- Maiziere, was sworn in last week, 

ewdrivers the brothers also had for Government officials in Bonn, 
sale. speaking on condition of anonymity. 

The Goral brothers are regulars at said Chancellor Helmut Kohl and De 
the Polish market. Maiziere wflS Gkriy meet sometime 

Every Friday they take an evening next week to discuss steps toward 

train on the 33 1 -kxn (205-nule) Trip co unification. 

East Berlin. Upon arrival, they stay East German Interior Minister 
up all night in order to avoid a hotel Peter-Michael Oiotd and his West 

bul. then cross into West Berlin to German counterpart, Wolfgang 
stake out a spot at the market early in Scbaeoble, plan to meet in Boon 

the morning. tomorrow. 

Many other Polish visitors sleep in 
. their cars, tour buses or try to camp in year began, 

the zoo train station. “Things are hard in Poland. I've 

Those habits, along with the wide- got two kids and no job. I've got to 
open trading at the market, appall make a living." said Stanislav 
many Berliners who would like the Neuman of Wroclaw, 

city government to do something to . 

stop the flow Neuman lost his job last month as 

Polescall it business: Germans call a bus driver as a part of the radical 
it smuggling. economic reform plan that ended 

OflioaJs have recorded more than stale subsidies and left over 200,000 

26.000 customs violations since the unemployed since it took effect Jan I. 


German 

Unity talks 
set to start 

BONN, April 17, (APj: Officials from 
•he two German rations this week will 
return to talks setting the coarse for 
unification, the West German govern- 
ment said yesterday. 

The discus si ons were pot on hold 
while a new government was being 
formed in East Germany. 

East Germany's first demo- 
cratically dected government, beaded 
by Prime Minister Lothar de 
Maiziere, was sworn in last week. 

Government officials in Bonn, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, 
siud Chancellor Helmut Kohl and De 
Maiziere wffl likely meet sometime 
next week to discuss steps toward 
unification. 

East German Interior Minister 
Peter-Michael Diestel and his West 
German counterpart, Wolfgang 
Schaenble, plan to meet in Boon 
tomorrow. 

year began. 

"Things are hard in Poland. I’ve 
got two kids and no job. I've got to 
make a living." said Stanislav 
Neuman of Wroclaw. 

Neuman lost his job last month as 
a bus driver as a part of the radical 
economic reform plan that ended 
State subsidies and left over 200,000 
unemployed since i t took effect J an 1 . 


Bhattarai to choose cabinet 

Nepal’s premier-designate vows polls within a year 


KATMANDU. April 17.(UPI): Leaders of the opposition, buoyed in their drive toward 
multi-party democracy by the selection of one of their own as prime minister, held 
separate meetings today to discuss cabinet nomraations. an Opposition official said. 

Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, acting president ofthe opposition Nepali Congress Party 
who was chosen yesterday as Premier by King Birendra, must reserve two spots among 
his nine cabinet choices for representatives of the monarch. 

Leaders ofthe Nepali Congress Party and the United Left Front — a coalition, of seven 
leftist parties — met separately today prior to joint discussions to finalise cabinet 





St L 



Ganesh Man Singh supreme leader 
of the Nepali Congress. 


Nepali riot police stand guard in front of a smoking cinema hall in Kathmandu on Monday. The hall was set alight after 
marching demonstrators discovered that people there were selling black market tickets. Massive demonstrations have 
helped to bring about Ihe opening of multi-party democracy in N pal. (Reuter wirephoto} 


Break-in reported at office of vessel’s sponsor 

‘Boat for China’ target of harassment 


PARIS. April 17, (AP): A radio ship headed to the 
Far East to transmit pro-democracy broadcasts 
into China has been the target of surveillance and 
harassment by Chinese officials since he left 
France, its sponsors said yesterday. 

— A coalition of sponsoring groups, headed by 
the French magazine Actuel. saia China has tried to 
place pressure on various foreign governments in 
an effort to undermine the “Boat for China” opera- 
tion. 

Actuel said yesterday that its editorial offices m 
Paris were broken into and ransacked over the 
weekend, with the intruders stealing documents 
and computer disks related to the ship, as well as the 
word processor of a reporter covering the opera- 


Since leaving France on March 17, the ship “has 
been the target of administrative hara s s m ent, 
especially in coumris where it stopped, and of 
constant suuvdllanceand intimidation by the Chin- 
ese authorities,” the coalition said in a statement. 

The coalition said the 80-metre (260-foot) God- 
dess of Democracy had been able to leave Djibouti, 
on the ham of Africa, afer being held in port for 
several days for “various technical and adminis- 
trative reasons." 

The ship "now enters sensitive waters where the 
pressure of Chinese authorities is Hkdy to increase 
significantly,** the statement said. It described the 
project as "totally peaceful, with no protection 




nominations, said P.L. Singh, secretary to Ganesh Man Singh, supreme leader of the 
Nepali Congress. 

"The initial idea was to have a small government of nine members but it seems that will 
be too small and we might have a bigger government," the secretary said. 

Birendra had earlier yesterday accepted the resignation of Prime Minister Lokendra 
Bahadur Chand, dissolved Parliament and officially lifted a ban on political parties. 

Ghand had been appointed by the king amid a wave of pro-democracy protests that 
began Feb 18. paralyzing the capital ana leaving at least 53 people dead as troops and 
police tried to control crowds at times as large as 200,000. 

After the 65-year-old Bhattarai 
was appointed premier, he told 
- reporters, “I do not know to what 
extent I can do (justice) to the people 
who have sacrificed their fives in the 
movement, but I will do mv level 

best” 

Bhattarai, who was speaker of the 
Parliament when it was dissolved in 
I960 try the father of the present 
monarch, said elections “will be held 
within one year's time," but be did 
not pinpoint a date for Nepal's first 
balloting under a multi-party system 
since the 1959 elections. 

He also pledged to work for lower- 
ing the voting age from 21 to 18 and 
to introduce a one-person, one-vote 
system. 

In addition, Bhattarai said his 
government will repeal all draconian 
security laws, which allow the gover- 
nment to surest people for months 
without assigning any reason, and 
_ . . . _ . „ . „ pledged to “form the constitution 

I in Kathmandu on Monday. The hail was set alight after drafting committee immediately” 

ling black market tickets. Massive demonstrations have ^ require a report within 90 days. 
demociacyinN pal. (Reuter wirephoto) 1 Bhattarai, also said that the king, 

who has wielded absolute power, 
“was very receptive and welcomed 
the idea of (becoming) a con- 
stitutional monarch.” 

Chand is heading a four-member 
ministry to handle daily administra- 
tion of government until the new 
leadership is in place. 

The monarch had proposed 
Nepali Congress leader Singh, 75. to 
be the new prime minister, but Singh 
declined on health grounds and 
proposed Bhattarai. 

Birendra and the Nepali Congress 
Party and the United left Front swif- 
tly endorsed Bhattarai's candidacy. 

After warning the endorsement, 
Bhattarai told reporters. “It’s a big 
challenge fora person like me, who is 
not mentally prepared to shoulder 
the responsibility of this high post, 
but (I am) happy and thankful to all 
the friends within my party and the 
United Left Front who expressed 
their faith in me." 

The NepaH Congress Party was 
elected by an overwhelming majority 
in Nepal’s first general elections in 
1959, but King Mahendra, father of 
the present monarch, dismissed the 
legislature in December 1960 and 
introduced the partyless panchayat 
form of government dominated by 
the royal palace: - 
" Bhatfaral vetoed to'todiric "h/end 
the broad economic' blockade 
against Nepal instituted by India in 
March 1989, saying, “the differences 
between Nepal ana India needed to . 
be sorted out first, so that economic 
sufferings of the people could be les- 
sened.” • 


except that of international public opinion." 

The 1.200-tonne ship — a former British ocean- 
ographic vessel — is sponsored by 18 press organ- 
isations from several countries in collaboration 
with the Federation for Democracy in China, a 
Paris-based organisation of Chinese dissidents. 

■ China will be barred from this week's major 
conference on world air pollution in Washington, 
US officials said yesterday. 

White House spokesman Stephen Hart said 
China, despite its status asa major polluter through 
the vast amounts of coal it burns, cannot attend the 
conference because of sanctions ordered by 
President George Bush last year. 
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Court upholds 
death sentence 


TOKYO, April 17, (UPI): The 
Supreme Court upheld today the 
capital punishment against a 
death row convict who won 
acclaim for best-selling and 
award-winning autobiogra- 
phical novels he has written while 
serving in prison. 

Japan's highest court handed 
down the ruling by rejecting an 
appeal by Norio Nagayama, 40, 
who was convicted on charges of 
slaying four people in a senes of 
robbery attempts in 1968. 

“In light of the nature of the 
crimes, their motives and results, 
and fully considering the child- 
hood ofthe accused and his age 
at the time of the crimes, I cannot 
help but to allow the death pen- 
alty to be upheld.” presiding 
judge Mrtsuhiko Yasuokasaid in 
dismissing Nagayama’s appeal. 


Future 

computer 

maybe 

talking 

TOKYO, April 17. (AP): Dealing 
with future generations of computers 

may be more like talking with people, 

an American scientist being hon- 
oured in Japan as the "father or 
artificial intelligence"' said yesterday. 

Professor Marvin Minsky of tne 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology spoke at a news conference on 
the eve of receiving one of the two 
1990 Japan prizes, worth 50 million 
yen (S3 1 5.000) each. 

The other prize, for earth science, 
is being shared by American Profes- 
sor w flKam Jason Morgan of Prin- 
ceton University, Professor Dan 
Peter McKenzie of Britain's Cam- 
bridge University and Xavier Le 
Pichon, director of the Ecole Nor- 
male Superieure in France. 

Theirs is for work in formulating 
the theory that the Earth's crust is 
made up of rigid tectonic plates that 
grind against each other, causing ear- 
thquakes, volcanic eruptions and the 
formations of ridges and mountains. 
Surprising 

Morgan told the news conference 
that despite progress in forecasting 
places and sizes of earthquakes, 
predicting the exact time “is still 
pretty much in the future.” 

Minsky, who deals with how to 
make machines learn more by them- 
selves. is receiving his prize in the field 
of “technology of integration.” 

“I think the most surprising thing 
that came out of this field of artifkiaJ 
intelligence is this: in the early years, 
we were able to make computers do 
things that were very difficult for 
people;” Minsky said.' 

He cited difficult mathematic 
problems and complex industrial 
tasks. 

“It is much harder to make com- 
puters do thing s that ordinary people 
do. ... Every child learns to speak. 
Every child learns to move and do 
ordinary things that we still cannot 
make a robot do,” he added. 

“We're still be ginning to make 
them do things that tittle children do. 
But of course that’s very important 
because if you can make a little child, 
then it can learn itself and grow,” 
Minsky said. 

Predictions 

Asked for predictions, Minsky 
said that in the next few years, a 
computer “will be able to watch your 
eyes and your face and will be able to 
. tdl what interests you.” 

It might, for example, enlarge 
whatever the operator is studying on 
.the screen, he sairL ■••• •-• 

. Minsky said some computers now : 
can recognise spoken words without 
understanding their meaning. 

"In another generation, maybe 10 
years, maybe 50. the computer will 
have more understanding, like a 
child, and know what words really 
mean, and then it will be more tike 
-talking to another person.” be said. 

“Once that happens, it's impossi- 
ble to make predictions," he added. 

He urged a new approach to 
understanding the complex proces- 
ses of the human kind. 

“Ifa scientist sees 500other scient- 
ists agreeing; then -he should not 
agree because then he is a useless 
person," Minsky said. “The impor- 
tant thing is to develop many dif- 
ferent theories and then find a way to 
combine them. The bad thing to ao is 
to compare the theories and ask 
which is better because in thinking, 
different people are good at different 
things because they think in different 
ways, and we must learn to under- 
stand the many different ways.” 

Hopeful 

McKenzie said that with the tec- 
tonic plate theory of explaining such 
things as earthquakes, “suddenly the 
motions themselves became really 
rather^ obvious ... and we could 
worry" about what drives the plates' 
movements. 

He said that trying to predict 
quakes was something like putting 
pressure on a piece of glass and 
knowingthat it would break, but not 
knowing when. 

Morgan said, "It's still a hopeful 
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KUWAIT ... GULF — — f/\rWl 

No disease d sheep in Kuw ait: Sultan Maids^niay 


Routine checks intensified 


THE deputy director-general for Animal 
Resources Affairs at the Agriculture 
Affairs and Fish Resources Dr Sultan 
Ahmad Sultan has denied the presence of 
diseased Australian sheep in the country, 
infected with high-risk contagiousdiseases 
harmful to both, humans and animals. 


carries out regular tests on imported cattle, 
particularly on the types slaughtered for 
their meat. 

Random testing 

He added that these routine checks have 
been intensified during the month of 


imported animals to meet the growing 

^Hepointed out that out of $0,000 Aus- 
tralian sheep imported recently, 9,000 


countries which import cattle from the 
same source to learn of any diseases or 
infections. 


bw72507eci7itrne^ 


rmfiil to hath. humans ana annual. dcgu lunuamw . t n e 

He told a local daily that the authority Ramadan due to the large quantities 


Increase 
in Arab 
workforce 
expected 

ACCORDING to a report 
issued by the Arab Labour 
Organisation the Arab work- 
force has been estimated at 
around 64,000,000 workers in 
1990, and this figure is expected 
to jump to 89,000,000 at the turn 
ofthecentury. ; 

It said that the Arab Worid 
generally exhibits low economic 
performance rates, whether at an 
overall level or at the level of 
mates and females as the public 
participation percentage is about 
29 per cent of the total Arab 
population, while women par- 
ticipation in the economic sector 
is extremely low and does not 
exceed 1 1 per cent in most Arab 
countries. 

The workforce is noticeably 
high in the fields of agriculture, 
hunting, and mining, given the 
existing variations in percen- 
tages, as in the Sudan and 
Somalia the percentage is more 
than 60 per cent compared to 
lower than 10 per cent in the 
UAE. Bahrain, Oman and 
Qatar, the report added. 

It also indicated that the per- 
centage of workers in the indus- 
trial sector is still relatively low 
ranging between 9 per cent in 
Somalia. Mauritania, Yemen 
Arab Republic and over 30 per 
cent in Kuwait, Syria. Bahrain 
and the UAE. 

Only 50 per cent of the work- 
force is found in the agricultural 
sector while 1 5 per cent is hosted 
ov the industrial sector com- 
pared to 35 per cent in the 
services sector. 



Performance 

evaluation 

methods 

criticised 

AN OFFICIAL source at the 
Education Ministry sharply 
criticised the way the employees 
performance evaluation reports 
are made. The source said that 
during the 87-88 academic year, 
over 13,000 teachers represent- 
ing 50.6 per cent were given 
“Excellent” reports, 12,873 tea- 
chers or 49.4 per cent were given 
“Good" reports and only 8 were 
given “Weak". The source said 
that it is dear from these reports 
that personal and other con- 
siderations count in evaluating 
the employees. 

The source regretted that the 
civil service system in Kuwait 
heavily depends upon reports in 
considering promotions, all- 
owances and all forms of rewards 
without taking into account the 
other aspects of performance. 

The source described the 
results as “abnormal” and leads 
only to discouragement of hard 
workers. The source said as the 
direct supervisor is entrusted of 
working out the reports, per- 
sonal considerations play a great 
role in the issue. This is the main 
reason for the large number of 
employees getting excellent 
reports which would ultimately 
mean that many employees who 
really don't deserve obtain 
excellent reports. The source 
stressed that this will induce a 
spirit of desperation and depres- 
sion among hard working 
employees. 


Science Club 
activities 
to continue 

SHEIKH Sabah A1 Hmoud of 
the Kuwait Science Club has said 
tha t the proposed construction 
of the Kuwait Scientific City 
Project is blessed by HH the 
Amir , amidst growing scientific 
challenges in the world. 

He said that over the past 14 
years the dub spared no efforts 
to ensure the continuity, of . its 
constantly-expanding scientific 
activities, and accommodate the 
increasing applicants for mem- 
bership. 

He deplored the decline of 
youngsters to pursue scientific 
knowledge, pointing out that it 
has become imperative to set up 
branches for the club in different 
locations in the country and fur- 
nish them with all needed equ" 
ment to create the right stienti 
atmosphere and encourage 
youths to join in and practise 
scientific activities. 


Qerqian celebration 


■ ra 

during the holy month of Ramadan. 


KMPC to provide pipes 
for water supply project 

Tenders to be p ublished soon 


THE deputy chairman and managing director at 
Kuwait Meta! Pipe Industries Company. Dr. 
Ahmed AI Roudhan was quoted as saying that 
negotiations are being conducted between thecom- 
panv and the Ministry of Electricity and Water to 
. - — : r — : — lobe used in Water 



..the official said 

that on concluding agreements with respect to the 
specifications of the pipes required for such a major 
project, the company will publish tenders for impor- 
ting technical equipments tailored to produce the 
required qualities. 

The official said that relevant studies will be 
finalised soon, particularly in keeping with the deep 
concern evidenced by officials at the Ministry of 
Electricity and Water on this issue. 

Protection 

Roudhan said that his company is one of the 
pioneering firms in the region in the area of oil, gas 
and water pipes and commented that the company 
has protected the local market from the monopoly 
of foreign firms. He added that his company besides 
meeting local requirements, exported some of its 
production to sisterly countries including Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia. The official declared that Saudi 
Arabia based Al Qasscem Water Supply Project’s 
relevant pipe tender was awarded to Kuwait Metal 


THE chairman of the board 
and managing director of the 
Securities Group Bader Fahd 
AJ Humaidi has said that the 
law governing the establish- 
ment of investment funds 
forms a major turning point 
in the march of the local 
stock-exchange markets in 
the region. 

He told a local daily that 
the these funds will affect the 
tradability of shares and 
expand the demand for real 
estate investment and con- 
sequently result in a price rise. 1 

The demand for local 
shares will increase as the 
majority of local companies 
own great financial surpluses, 
while the demand by 
individuals will increase due 
to the inability of some to 
participate in the stock- 
exchange market because of 
insufficient financial power. 

He said that individuals of 


traJian sneep unponeu iw He d ^at Kuwait usually imports 

l^ds w^chose for^Ungand 

the results revealed million from Australia, which are far 

K&wE— lESM greater t han the actual local demand. 

Smoking 
on the 
increase: 
Mumin 

THE head of Anti-Smoking and 
Cancer Society Dr. Hussein Al 
Mumin has announced that the 
number of boys and girls who 
taka up smoking are increasing m 
Kuwait although they are reduc- 
ing in the West. He referred this 
phenomena to the lack of sup- 
porting informational program- 
mes and also to the absence of a 
law that prevents smoking m 
schools and public places besides 
allowing sale of cigarettes to 
young boys. He added that the 
most dangerous aspect that 
encourages youth to smoke is the 
campaign that is carried out by 
cigarettes companies. Last year, 
one of these companies brought a 
robot that was distributing 
cigarettes and lighters to children 
at Daeva Co-operative Society. 
He added that society should 
urgently carry out awareness 
campaigns to enlighten uie 
public on the hazards of smoking 

Women 

Mumin pointed out that 
presently 1 2 per cent of smokers 
in Kuwait are women compared 
to 5 per cent only ten years ago. 
He added that lung cancer 
(usually caused by smoking) 
increased among women during 
the last few years. He added that 
the society made a study on a 
group of gir ls in the intermediate 
schools and found that 50. per 
cent of them had tried smoking. 

The study showed that about 8 
per cent of girls in schools of , 
courses system smoke. He added i 
that travelling of families to 1 
Europe and giving girls freedom 
to he ‘away from their parents 
teach these girls some bad habits 
like smoking- He expressed 
sorrow on the increase of num- 
bers of smokers among young 
girls and women in Kuwait and 
deplored their smoking in some 
public places and cafeterias and 
in the presence of their children. 

Criticism 

Meanwhile, a number of 
citizens have criticised women 
who smoke and described them 
as imitating men and lacking in 
femininity. The well-known 
Kuwaiti astronomer Dr Saleh Al 
Ojairi added that Kuwaiti 
women were good examples to 
their society and families. They 
were not affected by strange 
values although their men left 
them for several months alone 
with their children. But he added 
that the open society of Kuwait 
at present has affected a certain 
category of women who have 
begun practising bad habbits. All 
women smokers know that 
society does not accept their 
behaviour and they also know 
the harms of smoking, yet the 
number of women smokers is 
increasing in Kuwait, Ojairi said. 

The head of public relations at 
the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Labour has referred the 
increasing number of women 
smokers to the freedom given to 
those women in Kuwait He 
. wondered how women smokers 
accept the bad breath coming out 
of their mouths and added that 
smoking began spreading among 
young girls in schools and even in 
some public places. He commen- 
ted that most strange thing is that 
some women believe that smok- 
ing is a sign of sophistication. 

Captain Ismael H assail from 
General Fire Department said 
that Kuwait society is a reserved 
society and frowns on women 
who smoke. Men in our society 
do not respect women smokers 
because they see that they are 
liberal and do not abide by the 
1 social and religious values, he 
added. 


ACCORDING to unoffidal 
statistics the number of maids 
and domestics in Kuwait is sligh- 
tly more than 150,000 and based 
upon the current maids recruit- 
ment rate, the number is expec- were ^ the sole pin- 

ted to be around 200,000 in three ^.^oJ^work, particularly 

years. Jto. would jor^tnte 

Now, they have been m ao<n 
rion tu^ into baby sitters 
cooks and other services to the 




maids forming 10 per cent of 
Kuwait’s population. The illegal 
maids recruitment offices, 
spread all over the country m 
great numbers, are blamed for 
encouraging the recruitment of 
maids. Observers stress that the 
position of these offices has been 
incomplete disarray as the Min- 
istry of Commerce and Industry 
failed so far to stop this under- 
ground business. The maids 
offices were declared illegal and 
owners were asked to shut them 
down. But these offices are still 
operating and publishing advert- 
isements in the local press under 
the nose of concerned officials. 
Warning 

The number of maids was less 
than 20,000 in 1982 and since 


CUUM OUU ■ _ i _ etc 

extent that many psychologists 
have warned that children have 
become more attached to maids 
Than their mothers. 

The immigration departments 
of the Interior Ministry issues 
about 10,000 works permits on 
an average every month and oyer 
80 per cent of them go to maids 
and domestics. Officials insist 
that the main culprit in aggravat- 
ing this social problem isth® 
maids recruitment offices. The 
numebr of these offices accord- 
ing to informed sources is more 
than 250. Some of these offices 
have several branches in various 
areas. The main and only pur- 
pose of these offices is profit 
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Pipes Industries and thatall the pipe requirements in 
the project were manufactured in Kuwait 

In addition to meeting the Ministry of Electricity 
and Water and the other national institutions 
requirements of pipes, the company will also meet 
the requirements of Al Subbiya Industrial Area, 
Roudhan said. • . , jr '.. 

Meanwhile, official praised the efforts exerted by 
HH the Amir and HH the Crown Prince and 
Premier towards reactivating the country’s econ- 
omy. He pointed out that these efforts will be 
reflected on all national sectors. On the company s 
production, the official said that it produced about 
150,000 tons of metal pipes and in response to 
government trends aims at encouraging national 
industries and local investments. The company is 
currently involved in modernising an old plant to 
improve its performance to meet local market 
requirements of small diameter pipes. 

Presently, the company is undertaking an admin- 
istrative development process for minimis ing the 
workforce by incorporating advanced technology, 
including computers. The company is also paying 
more concern to the investment activities which 
constitute important feeders for the company’s 
revenues. Over and above, the company is adopting 
investment policies which are risk free. The com- 
pany will achieve substantial profits during the 
current fiscal year, Roudhan said. 


Investment funds will 
expand trade: Humaidi 


small, medium and large fin- 
ancial standing are expected 
to join in, under the lure of 
great benefit from participat- 
ing long-experienced 
operators. 

Humaidi said that the local 
market will offer profitable 
company shares tradable at 
moderate rates compared to 
their true value, adding that 
this will further expand the 
existing gap between the 
jrices of the shares of power- 


suffering from basic 

problems. 

This will encourage com- 
panies to improve their stand- 
ing, spread confidence in the 
market and the establishment 
of specialised funds besides 
enriching the existing 

options, he added. 

He pointed out that the 
executive code of the establi- 
shing law specified two types 


of investment funds, one with 
fixed capital and the other 
with variable capital that does 
not change throughout the 
operation of the fund. 

He said that the related 
units will be tradable in the 
relevant market and this con- 
sequently led to the definition 
of the unit price based, on the 
volume of supply and 
demand, while in the case of 
the variable capital, the 
variability will range between 
two limited extremes with the 
subscription or retrieval lia- 
' ble to the approval of the fund 
manager and in the best 
interest of the fund itself. 

He hoped that the accom- 
panying legal procedure will 
be flexibile enough to serve 
the best interest of the inves- 
tor, with great emphasis on 
the efficiency of the manager 
and the legal conditions on 
subscription. 
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Amiri medals 

Director of the Jah ra T raffic Department, Col Faisal At ftpitfan gave away . 

to a number of the department's officers for their expeltent services. ... ., ■ ■■■. - - 


Female students 
bemoan 



FEMALE students at the Technical Studies Cohegeencoun ter several 
problems and claim that tbeseprobfems are obstacles to their education 

and training. • ' 

A n umber of students stated that they do not have their own bonding. 
They indicated that currently available laboratories lack required 
equipments, safety devices and first aid. They disclosed that they have 
not been paid work allowances after graduation and added that 
students bonuses have also been delayed. 


Medical 
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THE director-general - of -/the* 
Patients Aid : Fund Allam -At-.-; 
Kandari has said that it paidbyer ' ' 
KD 2 million to support public' > ‘ 


udents bonuses nave aiso oeen aciayeu. : KD2 million to support public 

A local daily toured the college and interviewed a number or female j 0 ^^ services' mKaWaltand 

nt tho Hrirofif/* f'liPtnicfrv IVnRvtmRnf . ’ a a * or - r IlI 
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students at the Organic Chemistry Department. 

Huda Ali Al Faraj, head of the Students Council at the college, said 
that despite other departments extending lull co-operation and under- 
standing towards students problems, female students particularly at 
the Organic Chemistry Department suffer from many difficulties. She 
indicated that most laboratories are not fully equipped, they also lack 
safety and first aid equipments. She added that despite the risks they 
face while working with chemicals, they are not granted any work 
allowances after graduation. They pointed out that adds used at the 
laboratory may cause cancer. Regarding bonuses received by students 
at the beginning of the month she said that they do not arrive on time 
which causes many students problems particularly those with financial 
commitments. 

Ordeal 

On the other hand, registering for courses at the Technical Studies 
College is an ordeal due to the small size of lecture areas. She said 
usually only 40 out of 150 students get accepted in each course. She 
indicated that the college parking areas are not enough to cover the 
need of students and some students are forced to park their vehicles in 
the desert. 

Haleema Juma Abdullah a student complained from the quality of 
foods catered by the college cafeteria. She stud that the price of meals is 
expensive. She added that their vehicles require more parking areas, 
and that they are forced- to park- behind the college at most times. She 
pointed out that their bonuses sent to the college by the' Gvfl 'Service 
Commission are not received on time. She added that their bonuses had 
dropped in value from KD 1 50 to KD 50. 

On the other hand. Fatima Mohammed Shehab stated that the 
college has failed to provide students withgopd guidance and added 
that many mistakes occured during registration. 
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that 85 per cent of -the total/ 
expenditures have been: use# : 
inside Kuwait. . , 7 .^ 

He said that 250- families are 
regularly beneficiaries and-the 
fund had sponsored the prov- 
isions of medical , supplies to ^ 

dan and to the v^i^oFAfghaii . 
immig rant, besides the prov- 
ision of tens of sacks of phar- 
maceutical supplies to- hospitals " 
and supporting the salaries of 
doctors operating in beaUti-an# ; 
medical centres and hospitals in 
poor Islamic countries. . x ' , - * 

The fund also suppcwt^r.tfre ( 
construction of. ;pubtiV : ahd 'J y\ 
private medical dinics ih tfc. 7- i 
Sudan, Lebanon and Palestine-, 
and pays regularmonthiy aid to r 

poor patients. : V 

The official said that the 
also provided medical . 

rpcht and aid facilities' to patierits ; r - . 
’with varying disabihtie^ sudi as :. € 
wheel chairs to - the. mppk^v : T 
bearing aid to the d eaf, prescript > 
tion glasses and artlficiallimfs to 
the maimed, besides -spreading: 
health education, throiigh the ■ 
publication of manuals'" v.. . 
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Ai rlanka continues to earn 



Sales manager appointed for Australia 


AIRLANKA continues to earn record 
breaking revenues with the January 
1990 figures reaching an all-time high 
of Rs 684 million. 

This will undoubtedly be a sig- 
nificant turning point in the history of 
the airline. 

Despite the escalating fuel costs and 
heavy past debt repayments, the airline 
is increasingits profitability and is now 
well on the road to recovery. The 
reforms initiated under the firm and 


caring guidance of the President, are 
now paying handsome dividens. 

The airline is currently ayake on February it, ivw,wunan 

“'ssas’. 

operating surplus of over Rsl billion 
With the whole-hearted support of 
the vast majority of the staff, Airlamta 
is now breaking into new avenues for 
further enhancing revenues and 
improving the service to itsp^amgers- 
On a directive given by the President, 

Airi ank a recently inaugurated an all- 


cargo regular charter from Colombo to 'enterprise for the people of Sri Lanka. 
Amsterdam. The first cargo charter left Airianka also has the pleasure to 

Colombo international airport Katun- announce the appointment of Chan- 
ayake on February 27, 1 990, with a full •. daha Wickramaratne as sales manager 
. . _■ ' —i to Australia with effect from Feb 22, 


MV A . 

This fortnightly cargo charter service 
will in due course be increased to a 
weekly service. Airianka will proudly 
carry the products of our rural farmers 
and olher export producers to destina- 
tions around the globe, thus keeping 
faith with the President’s promise to 
make the national carrier a meaningful 


1990. 

Wickramaratne is a Sri Lankan and 
prior to emigration to Australia in 
1976, he obtained extensive training 
and experience in the airline travel, 
scene, locally. Starting off at Air 
Ceylon in" 1967, he served stints at 
Malaysia — Singapore Airlines (MSA) 


and the Ceylpn Hotels Corporation, 
where he handled sales 'for British Air- 
ways and Qantas Airways. 

Alter emigrating to Australia in 
1976, Wickramaratne joined Steward 
Moffat Travel (NSW) Pty Limited as 
travel consultant. Up to the present 
Wickramaratne headed the consolida- 
tion unit of Stewart Moffat for the 
whole of Australia. 

With his wide ‘ training .. and 
experience in the fields of aviation and 


; travel, Wickramamtne joins 'Airt^hka^-': . 

^ preparing to fly in to Australia fnr-r : " 

M ay _ this year. His servjces yyifi - 
tnereiore heinvaluableih theinteniive: 
sales and marketing that will have r6 be v -y : j 
engaged in. in the Aiatraliah^markeL, .; " j 
. Wickramaratne wHl operate -oiit- of » vJ 
: Airianka’s general saJes agent’a office ' 

Assoaatibh-SyVzH v,’ - 

tens (Aust) Pty Limited, 40i Gcorge . 

s^-s^;-Msw-aoogaaaaE. ; * 
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Thousa nds of prisoners released in Saud i Arabia 

No more political prisoners: announcement 


RIYADH. April 17 (AP): The interior 
minister announced yesterday that almost 
8,000 prisoners have been released to mark 
the holy month of Ramadan, and claimed 
the kingdom had no more political prison- 
ers. 

The announcement said King Fahd, 
using the powers vested in him by Islamic 
laws, declared an amnesty for 7.681 
prisoners convicted or held for crimes 
against public law on the occasion of 
Ramadan. 

Denial 

The sweeping gesture was made possible 
by benefactors" who donated 327 million 
riyals (about $87 million) to help write off 
the public and private debts of some 


prisoners, the ministry said. 

There was “not a single political 
prisoner" in the kingdom, said the 
announcement, which was broadcast by 
the slate-run Riyadh Radio. 

In a report on Saudi Arabia issued in 
January, the London-based human rights 
group Amnesty International said more 
than 700 people were detained without 
trial between 1983 and 1989, 

The report said at least 100 were seized 
last year and named 66 held in three 
prisons. 

Saudi Arabia denied the report. 

Those still jailed were ones held for 
capital crimes or already covicted and 


awaiting Islamic punishment, it said. 
Capital crimes in Islam are murder, which 
is punishable by beheading, adultery puni- 
shable by stoning and thievery punishable 
by cutting off .hands from the wrist. In 
recent years, beheading was also decreed 
by Muslim theologians for convicted drug 
smugglers. 

Tradition 

The amnesty covets both Saudis and 
foreigners, though no breakdown was 
released. It referral toan unspecified num- 
ber of foreigners detained for various mis- 
demeanours, financial crimes and public 
law violations, and said their embassies 
were asked to clear up their cases and 
prepare for their deportation, as is cus- 
tomary- 
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NEWS IN 


Amiri cable 

KUWAIT, April 17, (Kuna): His 
H ighness the Amir sent a cable of 
congratulations yesterday to the 
Queen of Denmark Margaret II 
on the occasion of her country's 
National Day. 

Premier's cable 

KUWAIT. April 17. (Kuna): His 
Highness the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Ai 
Abdullah AI Salem A( Sabah 
sent a cable of congratulations to 
the Prime Minister of the King- 
dom of Denmark Poul Schuller 
on the occasion of his country's 
National Day. 

Premier receives 

KUWAIT. April 17. (Kuna): His 
Highness the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister. Sheikh Saad Ai 
Abdullah yesterday granted an 
audience to Planning and acting 
Health Minister, Dr Abdul Rah- 
man Ai Awadhi, and board 
chairman Ahmed Hamad AI 
Meshari. 

Later. His Highness received 
members of the constituent 
national assembly and former 
deputies in part of his “national 
dialogue” meetings with citizens. 

Earlier. Sheikh Saad received 
representatives of co-operative 
societies, non-profit agencies, 
trade unions, shareholding com- 
panies. the Olympic committee, 
sports clubs and federations as 
wcli as a group of private citizens 
and represent j tries of diwan- 
iyus. 

Kuwaiti convoys 

DAMASCUS, April IT.iKunal: 
Sheikh Mubarak AI Faisal AI 
Sabah, representative ui the 
div.an of Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
and Premier me: here yesterday 
with Maj. -Gen. Mohammed 
Bashir AI Najjar, director of the 
Syrian customs department. 

During the talks, the two 
officials discussed ways of 
facilitating the crossing of the 
first convoy of Kuwaiti aid to 
Lebanon, due to arrive the Dera 
border post, south of Syria, 
today. 

Najjar also expressed the 
readiness of ail Syrian border 
authorities to furnish the 
Kuwaiti convoy with all the 
services needed. 

The convoy, comprising 20 
trucks loaded with food and 
medicine, will be handed over to 
Lhe Lebanese authorities at the 
border town of Masna' 
tomorrow. 

Chinese minister 

KUWAIT, April 17, (Kuna): 
Social Affairs and Labour Mini- 
ster Sheikh Nasser Mohammed 
AI Ahmed AI Jaber met at his 
office yesterday with the Chinese 
Minister of Youth and Sports 
Wu Shao Zu. currently on a visit 
to the country. 

The meeting, attended by 
chairman of the Kuwaiti Olym- 
pic Committee Sheikh Fahd AI 
Ahmed A I Sabah and China's 
ambassador to Kuwait discussed 
issues pertinent to the Asian 
Olympic Games, due to be held 
in China in September. 

They also discussed bilateral 
relations and means of boosting 
them in the fields of youth and 
sports. 

Test-tube camels 

ABU DHABI, April 17. 
i Reuter): The world's first test- 
tube camels could be soon racing 
across the deserts of the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Veterinarians at the Sheikh 
Khalifa Genetic Research 
Laboratory at the oasis of AI Ain 
in Abu Dhabi said they had fertil- 
ised in a test-tube an ovum from 
an ordinary camel with the sperm 
from a racing camel. 

They said the conception was 
the first involving camels carried 
out in a test-tube. The fertilised 
egg was implanted in the womb 
of breeding came! three day ago 
but it would be a year before it 
gave birth. 

Lebanon support 

KUWAIT, April 17, (Kuna): 
Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah A! 
Ahmed yesterday reiterated 
Kuwait's support to the commi t- 
tee set up by the Arab League to 
pacify Lebanon. 

Speaking to reporters. Sheikh 
Sabah expressed hope that .sis- 
terly countries and superpowers 
would boost the committee’s 
efforts to achieve peace in war- 
ravaged Lebanon. 
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Scouts jamboree 

Director of Hawaili Educational Area, Abdtillah AI Rujaib opened the third Annnual Scouts Jamboree for the 
area recently. 

The technical scouts supervisor, Hassan Karam delivered a speech on the occasion followed by a number 
of activities and programmes. 

Rujaib then distributed cups to winning scout teams. The jamboree included several scouts works. One of 
the exhibition corners was designated for former Kuwaiti Amirs. 


t i - * 

■ 

rm 


rm 


f > "! 


# 


U 



4 




i 228 state-owned units 

Major hospitals to be 
leased to private sector 


BAGHDAD, April 1 7, ( AP): The government plans 
to lease out some of the major state-owned hospitals 
in a further move to privatise much of the slate- 
owned economy and attract foreign investment for 
reconstruction, the Al-Iitihad business weekly said 
yesterday . 

It quoted a decree by the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council stating that Health Minister 
Abdul-Salam Mohammed Saeed was authorised to 
lease for long periods major hospitals in Iraq to the 
private sector. The decree also permits the private 
sector to establish hospitals and other health 
facilities, priviously a government monopoly. 

The decree published in the business weekly ‘Ai- 
Ittihad* authorised the minister to lease hospitals to 
private business men and doctors for a period of at 
least 25 years. 

It also allowed private hospitals to set up their 
own price structure and provide a medical service 
with no state intervention. 

President Saddam Hussein has privatised many 
government-owned enterprises since 1987, when he 


launched a programme to loosen 20 years of tight 
socialist control to boost productivity, bolster the 
economy and stimulate private investment. 

Mismanagement 

Iraq has about 228 slate-owned hospitals with 
28,227 beds. There are 28 private clinics with 664 
beds. 

Service in the state-owned hospitals is generally 
poor and there have been complaints about mis- 
management in the health sector. 

Two health ministers have been dismissed over 
the last two years. 

Iraq has about 1,649 specialist physicians and 
1 ,573 general practioners, still well below the num- 
ber of physicians understanda/ds established by the 
World Health Organisation. 

The country’s elite is treated at I bn AI Bitar 
Hospital in Baghdad, run by an Irish linn. A British 
nurse at the hospital, 43-year-old Daphne Parish 
was sentenced to 15 years in prison last month for i 
acting as driver to Farzad Bazoft, a London-based I 
journal ist Iraq executed on spying charges. j 


Saudis 

deny 

Iranian 

accusation 

RIYADH,, April 17, (Kuna): 
The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia denied yesterday 
accusations reported in the 
Iranian press that Riyadh has 
consistently banned Iranian 
Muslims from performing the 
rites of pilgrimage. 

An official source quoted 
by the Saudi Press Agency 
said the kingdom is ready to 
accept 45,000 Iranian pil- 
grims this year in accordance 
with the decision by the 
foreign ministers of the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference concerning quotas of 
pilgrims for each country. 

The source added that Iran 
is the one that “refuses to 
accept the quota set for Iran- 
ians by the OIC,” reiterating 
that the kingdom “rejects any 
means to destablise its stand 
toward implementing this 
decision." 

Pilgrims from Muslim 
countries, the sourse said, 
must abide by Islamic princi- 

f iies and teachings when per- 
orating important rites of 
Islam. 


Full support for 
wheat farmers 

THE director of botanic resources department at the Public Authority 
for Agriculture and Fish Resources Jassem AI Bader said that the 
department is trying to ofFer all material and moral support to Kuwaiti 
fanners to cultivate wheal according to the Amiri desire. The period of 
the wheat cultivation experiment is three years. 

Bader added that this is the second year for the experiment which is 
the first ofits kind in the country. He added that the experiment cannot 
be evaluated before the end of the three year period, but indications of 
success are increasing. 

The authority has set up a committee of experts to evaluate the 
produced wheat and compare it with other qualities of wheat in the 
world. Bader said. He added that fanners who responded to the appeals 
to cultivate wheat have increased beside the increase cf the cultivated 
areas. 

The evaluation oflocally produced wheat oflast year proved that the 
wheat was good and the percentage of protein high. But small stones in 
the wheat created a problem. This problem can be solved by increasing 
the awareness of farmers, Bader said. Headded thatthe experiment will 
be successful if farmers abide by instructions. He also said experiments 
on Kuwaiti sand have shown that all kinds of vegetables can be 
cultivated. 

The managing director of Agricultural Foodstuffs Products Com- 
pany Khaled AI Usman commenting on the wheal experiment said that 
the company helped fanners cultivate about 6 hectares in the beginning 
which was productive. The area was increased to 10 hectares this year. 
The farms of the company are considered that biggest in cultivating 
wheal among other farms. He added that experiment has achieved 
good success. 

A farmer Salem AI Qabtani said he cultivated apart of his farm with 
wheat which provided an unexpected harvest. But headded that wheat 
needs special care like fertilisers and plenty of water beside protection 
from cold and humidity. He thanked the government for the guidance 
and support to fanners. 

However he appealed to the state to increase the buying price of local 
wheat because this wheat is of the best quality. He added that the same 
quality of wheat is sold in Saudi farms for 2 riyals a kilo ( 1 60 fils) while 
KuwaitiJarmers sell it for 120 fils a kilo. 


It is a tradition for rulers in Islamic 
countries to issue amnesties in Ramadan 
and on other Muslim occasions. Islamic 
law also makes it possible for benefactors, 
sometimes anonymous, to offer to settle 
public and private debts of prisoners, as an 
act of charity. 

Neighbouring Gulf countries have 
alr eady announced their amnesties for 
Ramadan, but the numbers of prisoners 
released have not exceeded 200. 

The Saudi statement did not say who the 
benefactors were. In neigbouring United 
Arab Emirates, the President Sheikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan AI Nahayan himself 
underwrote the debt of the 150 prisoners 
he released in the capital city of Abu 
Dhabi. 


Veterinary 
clinics may 
open next 
year: Sultan 

By Lima Ai Khalafawl 

Arab Times staff 
AN official at the Animal 
Resources Department has den- 
ied receiving complaints about 
the behaviour of any veterin- . 
arian at any clinic. Dr Sultan AI 
Sultan the deputy director-gen- 
eral of animal resources at the 
Public Authority for Agriculture 
and Fish Resources said that in 
case any complaint is received it 
is usually ascertained and dealt 
with seriously. 

“Every one has the right to 
submit his/her complaint and the 
door is open in this respect,” Sul- 
tan said. 

On opening private vet clinics, 
the official said that concerned 
people have applied to open 
private clinics. Their applica- 
tions are under study with the 
municipality and will be finalised 
by the end of this year. 

He added that government 
clinics still provide this service 
which will be reduced after 
privaLe clinics are opened for 
animals such as dogs. cats, fancy 
birds and others. 

Replying to a question oh 
specialised surgeries forpetssuch 
as for cataract, Sultan said that it 
requires expensive equipment, 
experts and special clinics. 
Priority is given to the productive 
sector' of animals. However. 1 
under the law No. 32 S7 concern- j 
ing the practice of veterinary 1 
medicine and auxiliary profes- 
sions in Kuwait, private clinks 
are permitted to have such 
specialised facilities. 

On stray animals, the official 
said that a project to eradicate 
stray dogs and cats is submitted 
to the Council of Ministers for 
approval. The project also 
includes research on diseases 
transmitted by animals. 

On the lack of an information 
centre as a link between vets clin- 
ics here and others abroad. Sul- 
tan said that there is a continuous 
connection between the depart- 
ment and specialised vet centres 
abroad like FAO, OlE. Pir- 
bright, Weybridge, Tropical Vet, 
and other experts visiting and 
conducting training courses for 
veterinarians here. 

The olficial ruled out extend- 
ing services to pets on a large 
scale. “The authority plan is to 
concentrate more on preventive, 
diagnostic and quarantine 
services, since these are the basic 
means for the development of 
livestock resources. Sultan con- 
cluded that services related to 
pets and fancy birds will be trans- 
ferred to the private sector. 


:£s£ Etisalat profits 

ABU DHABI, April 17 

(Reuter): The United Arab 

Emirates telecommunications 
W0 firm Etisalat reported a 17. S per 
M | cent rise in net profits for 1989. 

Etisalat said in a statement i 
yesterday that profits rose to 787 

5 million dirhams (S214 million) 
form 669.9 million (SI 82 million) 
in 1988. 




Redress commerci 
shortcomings: Kfto 

Ex-Moci official supports fund 


r 


THE commercial situation in the 
country leaves a lot to be desired 
and every effort must be made to 
redress the situation, the ex- 
undersecretary of Kuwait’s Min- 
istry of Commerce and Industry 
(Mod), Khaled AI Khoraffwas 
quoted as saying in an interview 
with a local daily. 

He expressed support for set- 
ting up the investment and real 
estate funds as they would 
provide new opportunities for 

investments. 

Review 

Replying to a question, the 
officials described the Gulf Co- 
operation Council (GCQ econ- 
omic pact as the most important 
performance of the council. He 
confirmed the importance of 
providing job opportunites for 
national cadres in the industrial 
sector and for upgrading 
capabilities of the national 
industrial cadres. 

Meanwhile, Khorafi called for 
reviewing ail legislations concer- 


ning economic affairs/ He said 
that re-organising of commercial 
licences is an important issue. He 
pointed out that Shuwaikh 
Industrial Area has been illegally 
transferred into real estate inves- 
tment area and suggested an 
organisational campaign for 
replanning the area in accor- 
dance with technical criteria. . 

The official also called for 
developing the industrial sector 
in the country and said that ' 
enhancing the performance of 
this sector would guarantee bet- 
ter economic factors. However, 
he said that boosting this sector 
should not be undertaken at the 
expense of other sectors such as 
financial, commercial and 
service sectors. He said that they 
have to deal, with the industrial 
sector as a feeder for developing 
the national economy in order to 
enable the economy to be robust. 
Expanding the sector will create 
new job opportunities and will 
eventually absorb the veiled 
unemployment prevailing in the 
government sector. 
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■ Additionally- he 

mdustrial development : 

realise technical developmentm . ? 

Serial and serv**S^£; ;j ; 

■ Khorafi expressed satistofefc T 

on setting up of the j 

onty for ; Industnatisationi „> ^ 
provided tfaesirategic objectiyitt.:, 
and role of this 
towards industrial dev ek^gn^ -;-, 
are made clear. But, hce xpi ta^ ^v ;?/ ' 
reservation over the me^gF 
industrial corporatwns^igfciv. 
clarified that K uwait is applya^/ • 
economic liberalism t .basw*; 
mainly on individual irotiaUW** / - 
and this should be encouraged^. ^ • 

On the issue of merg^ -- 
official said it depends oB-ti«- : 
quality of industries /hat ataaaf/ ; li' 
to merge and the vo\unwjaf^| ; y. 
markeL 

He called for enactit^ roc^, .-.V : 
sary laws for protecting =cch^,/- -"V • 
sumers and added that stijcFpefl^, ‘ • v 
alties must be made mandaicw^r .^j 
on manipulators who try v -5- 
promote their goods ^ 

fraud. . 



Crowds ofshoppersat the sou kin Ku wait&iy.^ 


Clothes and shoes dearer 




By Lima Ai Khalafawi 

Arab Times staff 

INCREASING activity is witnessed, nowadays in 
shopping areas at'Salmiya and Kuwait City before 
the coming of Eid- Al-Fitr. 

A big rush after iftar starts at 7.30 pm every day 
and does not subside before 12 midnight Many 
shoppers who seemed to be in a hurry are preparing 
themselves tq buy their families’ needs for Eid. 

However, complaints of shoppers pierce one’s 
ears while walking in Salmiya. Many people 
bemoan the high prices of clothes and shoes that . 
shot up during Ramadan. 

A lot of people attributed the rise in prices of 
many clothes to the merchants’ greed for seeking .V 
higher profits while the consumer protection depar- 
tment is a complacent spectator. 

A ministry employee, Suliman Ca’dan said that 
he is hesitant to voice his complaints about higher 
prices of clothes to the concerned authorities, v 
because he will get the same reply — “it is a free 
market — useless answer as usual,” he said. 

He added that childrens’ clothes shot up this year. 

“1 cannot believe the reason behind selling a dress 
for 3-year-old child at KD70 in AI Muthanna com- 
plex." he said. 


A iuiLici *jf l vui' v'hiiUi on j Aup a Jamal, said 
the fever of prices that hit fruits and vegetables; _ 
also been reflected in .consumer items 
clothes. s 

Jamal added that people shoidd-imiteandbo 
those shops where prices are exorbitant! This Will 
certainly force shop owners to reduce their prices? 
tiro said. / -; ■" •' / . : 

A housewife. Raja’a Mitwalli, who was windoW'/ tr 
shopping said that shoppers should avoid falKnyr. ^ ' 


month before Ramadan. 


bank employee. - 

Alawi said that shop owners are making at ' 

300 percent profit from their sales in this period. The 1 & 
time limit urges many people to buy more .because 2! 
they cannot travel abroad For shopping especially. : yj . 
those who have children in schools. . 

With a closer look at the prices now, one finds that. - 

prices of clothes for children (age category 2-9yemi^- ' 
ranges from KD20 to KD 124: Prices of shoes fofciV ... 
chndrenjjf the age above, range from 
K D43. These prices are now very common in 
miya area, as discount on such consumer items is nor /.t'V 
Favoured by shop owners. - T 7 - 1 ' :' ^V0 
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THE i ^ ra b_ Golf Chambers .of- ' f 
Commerce Union has «>iw fbt ; ~ 
boosting the role of. Arab Gul£< 
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Rqobah receives union members - ... • • 

Minister of Electricity and Water Dr Homoud AI Rqobah received in his office members of the board of the-. .. states’ 

union of workers of the ministry.' They discussed a number of proposals submitted by the union to improve ■ saiy data about the^s^c^m 
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Rqobah receives union members 


the situation of workers at the ministry. Picture shows Rqobah m the centre. 
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Givenchy, 


free gifts of cosmetics sets, make up sets, 
lipsticks, Catherine Deneuve bags. Opium bags 
body cream and many more with every 
purchase 


with every purchase of PCD 10 
"Femme Purse" 

‘with every purchase or PCD 10 


with every purcnase o< ^ 

“Clinique pouch" 

V.IP- samples for every purcnase of Knowing. 
Beautiful 


Clinique 


Fendi, 

Y.S.L, 

Stendhal 


Knowing, 

Beautiful 

l^ancorne 


Montes! 


with every purcnase c 
“Lancome vanity cas. 
samples 
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EDITORIALS 



Thought for today 


TO UVE Is the rarest thing In the world. Most people 
exist, and that Is all — Oscar Wilde, Irish-born writer 
( 1854 - 1900 ). 


Declaration stays 


Lithuania 

won’t budge 

MOSCOW, (Reuter): Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev seems to 
have only one thins 10 say to Lithuania — a resounding “nyet". 

The more Lithuanian leaders appeal for Western support and 
complain about intimidation, the more bluntly he repeats his demand 
— repeal the Mar 1 1 declaration of independence. 

One month later there is no sign of a way out of the' impasse. The 
Baltic republic will not back down and Gorbachev cannot afford to, 
analysts in Moscow say. 

His troubles are legion. Separatist unrest is growing from Estonia to . 
Azerbaijan, the people are increasingly an^ry about the shambles of 
their economy and conservatives and Russian chauvinists are on the 
warpath. 

So far it is mainly the West’s conception of Gorbachev as a sort of 
liberal that has s offered from his hard line. liberals do not normally 
send tanks rolling through cities in the middle of the night or troops to 
take over public buildings by force. 

Warned 

The United States has warned it might link his handling oflithuania 
to trade concessions. But in general Western governments have limited 
themselves to restrained expressions of concern. 

"Our governments' first priority is that the East-West thaw should 
continue,” a Western diplomat commented. 

But every time Gorbachev browbeats the rebel Baltic republic, the 
pressure from Western electorates grows. 

The latest threat came on Tuesday when the 59-year-old Soviet 
leader said he might impose direct presidential rule on Li thuania if there 
was civil mires t_ 

Gorbacbev has said repeatedly he wduIjJ avoid using force to bring 
Lithuania to heel. According to an opinion poll reported on Wednes- 
day by a Soviet newspaper, 73 per cent of the Lithuanians questioned 
take him at his word. 

Foreign analysts in Moscow are extemely cautious about trying to 
interpret Gorbachev's motives. 

But his plans for radical economic reforms to transform the creaking 
Soviet economy along market lines seem to be his overwhelming 
priority at present. This will mean a lot more pain before it yields 
results. 

While Lithuania's independence bid has won sympathy in other, 
nationalistic republics, only a few radicals in Russia itself have come 
out in support. 

Dominated 

Russia has dominated its smaller neighbours since well before the 
1917 communist revolution. The response there has ranged From 
indifference to outright chauvinism. 

Gorbachev's popularity in the Russian heartland has been finking 
with the fall in living standards. A strong stance against secessionist 
Balts. Georgians or Moldavians could well yield him dividends in 
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The tough talk should also calm the military, nervous about pending 
armed forces reforms and outraged by the Lithuanian government’s 
encouragement of deserters. 

It isclearly intended looasa warainglo anyone tempted to follow the 
Lithuanians' example. So far none of the republics has. 

Estonia’s Parliament announced a more cautious step-by-slep path 
to independence, Latvia's has yet to pronounce. 

The Lithuanians, by the strength of some of their attacks on the 
Kremlin, have also madeitdifficult for Gorbachev to make concessions 
without losing face. 

President Vytautas Lands bergis told a Polish newspaper on Tuesday 
Gorbachev was strangling Lithuania like an anaconda. 

“Some of the rhetoric, especially from Laudsbergis, has embarrassed 
and humiliated the Moscow leadership,” one analyst said. “Gorbachev 
cannot back down, he can’t afford to.” 

Important 

One possibly important factor is the man himself. A Russian from 
Stavropol north of the Caucasus, he has shown no sign of comprehend- 
ing the power of nationalist feeling among the minorities or why people 
want to quit the Soviet Union. 

“He doesn't understand the psychology of nationalism. Like every 
good socialist he looks at all questions in tenns of economic rationality 
— once “perestroika' works, all this nationalism will go away,” a 
foreign analyst commented. 

But for most Lithuanians, the overwhelming imperative is regainin g 
the independence they lost when the Red Army moved in in 1940. 

At present it is hard to see how the two sides could come to the 
negotiating table. But given the speed of change in the Soviet Union 
over the past few months, few punters are putting money on any 
outcome. 

One analyst suggested the dispute could bumble along without any 
firm action by either side until passions subsided somewhat. “A month, 
two months from now, depending on events in other parts of the 
country, things could change.” 

Gorbachev, however, does not seem content to let things slide. "‘He’s 
continually ratcheting up the pressure,” another commented. “It's 
really quite hard to fathom what he is up to." 

“Everyone should be very cautious about speculating,” a Scandin- 
avian diplomat warned. “You don’t know what is going to happen 
tomorrow morning.” 



1663 — Turks declare war against Holy Roman Emperor 
Leopold I. 

1797 — Austria and France sign preliminary peace at Loeben. 
1864 — Danish forces are defeated at DuppeL, and German 
troops invade Denmark. 

1906— Earthquake rocks San Francisco, California, touching 
off fires that almost destroy city, and about 700 people perish. 
1912 — Turkey announces closure of Dardanelles Straits to 
shipping. 

1927 — Split develops in Kuomintang Party between nriang 
Kai-Shek and radical dements. 

1942 — USbombersled by Lieu lenantGeneral James Doolittle 
attack Tokyo and other Japanese cities in World War U. 

1949 — Republic of Eire is formally proclaimed in Dublin. 
1957 — Representatives of Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Japan and Syria attend first meeting in New Delhi of 
Asian legal consultative committee. 

1962 — West Indies federation is terminated. 

1965 — Uganda becomes first non-communist nation to join 
Soviet Umon in formal denunciation of US involvement in 
Vietnam. 

1976 — About 40,000 Israelis march into occupied West Rank 
area of Jordan, demanding that Israel annex the territory. 

1966 — Angry crowds form outside American embassies 
throughout world as backlash continues against US attack on 
Libya. 

1988 — US Navy destroys two offshore Iranian oil platforms, 
bombs two Iranian Navy frigates in retaliation for mine 
explosion that damaged US frigate. 

1989 — Four masked Arab youths in occupied Jerusalem 
fatally stab Palestinian woman suspected of collaborating with 
Israel* 
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Nigerians respond to Babangida’s call 


ETI-OSA, Nigeria, (Reuter): “If we stay at home 
and no-one comes forward, our country will good 
dying,” said Udemoh Udoren, collecting his party 
membership card from a government-run registra- 
tion centre. 

The 45-year-old farmerhad just joined the rightist 
National Republican Convention (NRC). one of 
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Africa's most populous nation to rivffiansby 1992. 

Neither it nor the slightly left of centre Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) had any members until 
enrolment began on March 26. 

They still have no leaders, and both their 
programmes were written by Babangida 's Armed 
Forces Ruling Council. _ . 

Defying most predictions, millions of Nigerians 
have responded to a massive campaign urging them 
to “be a player not a watcher”, rushing to enlist in 
the country's first political electoral process sine 
1983. 

Future 

After living under military rule for 20 of their 30 
years of independence, many appear convinced 
their future should not be left in the hands of 
soldiers. 

“The military see coups as a route to wealth and 
power,” said Abubakar Rimi, former civilian gover- 
nor of northern Kano State who was jailed after the 
1983 coup. 

“We now know for sure the military are not our 
saviours, 1 ' said journalist Stanley Macebuh. 

“No matter how bad a civilian regime is, at least 
they have no guns and they have to go back to the 
people for re-election.” 

Babangida amis to hand over to civilians elected 
under what he terms a grass roots two party 
democratic system. ... . 

It is a unique experiment in political engineering, 
tightly controlled by the military. 

Given the country's size, influence and economic 
power, its success or failure in creating a stable . 
democracy could have repercussions elsewhere in 
Africa. One in every four Africans is a Nigerian. 

Babangida is demanding a complete break with 


religious bigotry, electoral fraud and violence, and 
the rivalry between Nigeria’s three main ethnic 
groups which led to a trauflmticcivil war in 1967-70. 

He has outlawed thousands of former politicians 
and banned embryonic parties he said exhibited all 
the old vices. 

Some Nigerians are sceptical about Babangida s 
motives. 

“It will be a long time before Nigeria says farewell 
to military rulers,” said Rimi, who is one of those 

banned- . . 

“This transition process amounts to rigging Of 
future elections so that those who take over will be 
innocuous people who mil call on Babangida to 
stay,” he said. . . 

Others are convinced the general means business. 

Replace 

They see the new parties as a chance to replace 
identification on grounds of ethnic background or 
religion with alliances based on ideas and issues. 

“For the first time, progressives are uniting to face 
the traditional conservative block,” said Segim 
Osoba, a leading political figure who supports the 
SDP . 

He said although the predominantly Muslim 
north and the m ainl y Christian sough might be the 
launching pad for NRC and SDP respectively, 
reproducing past ahgnments, both would draw sup- 
port from ah parts of the country. 

The more than 200 minority ethnic groups could 
well play a key role. 

“The important thing in future will be to balance 
sectional interests with national interests, and to run 
an electoral process in which one party can hand 
over to another without rancour and bitterness,” 
Osoba said. 

According to press reports from the 5,575 wards 
around the country, such questions have been far 
from the minds of many of the largely illiterate 
electorate. 

“I chose the 'white' party because my heart has 
always been pure and white,” said Udoren, referring 
to his white NRC membership card. The SDP has 
been allocated the colour green. 

Some of those who enrolled thought they were ‘ 


registering to vote, collecting a tax exemption cer- 
tificate, or ensuring their chiwrens’ right to school- 
ing. 

Others hare followed the instructions of lan- 
dlords or employers who threatened reprisals for 
disobedience. 

Turnout 

Thesurprisiiigiy large turnout to register has been 
put down to dnndestine political influence, in 
breach of the government's campaign calling on 
people to “join the party of your choice, don’t be 
mislead.” 

Former governor Rimi was frank about the 
politicians’ role. 

“Those of us who have the privilege ofleading the 
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no hand m the transition process- Millions wul 
consult me before they deride which party to 
choose,” he said. 


said at least 60 per cent of those involved in the 
parties Babangida scrapped were still active. 

“They are busy mobilising their supporters to join 
either SDP or NRC,” he said. 

In Lagos state, police arrested 13 people in die 
first two weeks of the exercise for allegedly coercing 
or misleading others. . 

Sceptics say Babangida’s guided democracy will 
be a tragic waste of an estimated two billion naira 
(5250 million) being spent on almost 1,000 local, 
state and national party offices, a centre for 
democratic studies and other items. . 

But for others, the money will be writ spent if only 
the party members can proceed peacefully from 
choosing their leaders at congresses scheduled for 
July, through local elections in December to a 
military withdrawal to barracks in October 1992. 

Political commentator Femi Sonaike said the 
militar y would go through with the programme, 
despite flaws in its implementation, partly because 
of the threat of social upheaval if it were halted. 

“The cost of not going through with it is just too 
great,” he said. , ' - 


Normalcy could return to Lebanon 


Peace plan chances improve 


BEIRUT, (Reuter): A war among Lebanon’s Chris- 
tians and Iraq's need for Arab support against the 
West have revived hopes for an end to the country’s 
civil war. which enters its 16th year this week. 

Sources close to an Arab League committee on 
Lebanon, which ended three days of talks in Rabat 
on Sunday, said changes on the ground in Lebanon 
and in regional allegiances had breathed new life 
into an Arab-backed peace plan unveiled in 
October. 

Christian Gen Michel Aoun has blocked the 
implementation of the plan agreed by Lebanese 
deputies in Taif, Saudi Arabia, because it failed to 
ensure a total Syrian pullout of its 40,000 troops 
from Lebanon. 

Inconclusive 

But Aoun’s inconclusive war against his one-time 
allies in the Lebanese Forces (LF) militia bad weak- 
ened his position and driven Christian politicians 
who had stood on the fence into the arms of Syrian- 
backed President Elias Hirawi 

The sources said that Aoun had not only lost the 
support of his Christian political allies since he 
launched his war against the LF in January, but also 
that of Iraq, the only Arab country to bade him. 

They said Iraqi Foreign Minister Taxeq Aziz told 
the committee Baghdadhad severed virtually all its 
links with Lebanon’s Christians, whom it supported 
to counter Syria’s influence in Lebanon. 

Aziz denounced Christian in-fighting to the com- 
mittee, made up of the foreign ministers of Algeria, 
Morocco and Saudi Arabia. He said Iraq's senior 
diplomat in Lebanon had been moved from Chris- 
tian east Beirut to Cyprus. 

Iraq, Syria's Arab arch-foe, had been Aoun's 
main foreign backer and arms supplier since 1988. 

Backing 

The sources said Iraq broke with Aoun as it 
sought broader Arab backing against Israeli and 
Western charges that President Saddam Hussein 
was stockpiling' chemical weapons and trying to 
build a nuclear bomb. 

- LF leader Samir Geagea on Tuesday pledged to 

band over LF-comrolled areas of the Christian 
enclave to Hirawi, who was elected in November 
under the Taif plan which envisages political 
reforms meant to appease Lebanon’s Muslim 
majority. 

Aoun rejected the plan and has defiantly occupied 
the battered Baabda presidential palace overlook- 
ingeast Beirut. 

Syria, which angered Iraq by backing non-Arab 
Iran in the eight-year Gulf war, has now joined other 
Arabs in defending Baghdad against Western 
outrage at Hussein's statement that Iraq possessed 
chemical arms and could use them against Israel. 


Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq AI Shara told the 
committee in Rabbat that fighting among Leban- 
on's Christians was unfortunate but served the Taif 
pact well as both Christian hardliners Aoun and 
Geagea were weakened, the sources said. 

But they quoted Share as saying that Syria was 
unwilling to intervene militarily in the Christian 
enclave unless asked to do so by Lebanon and the 
Arab and international communities, the sources 
said. 

Curb 

. Regional press reports have spoken of a secret 
annex to the Taif agreement under which Syria had 
pledged to curb Iran's influence in Lebanon in 
apparent response to Iraqi and Gulf Arab pressure. 

The sources said, however, that Shara told the 
committee that since the start of the in^-Christian 
fighting, Iran and its fundamentalist allies in 
Lebanon had toned down their opposition to the 
TaifpacL 

Tehran had criticised the Taif plan for failing to 
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give the Shiite Muslims, the largest community in. J 
Lebanon, more political power, . - J - ' 

The sources said the committee asked Hrawi to 
accept Geagea’s invitation to take over- Aoim 
barracks captured by the LF and station his own 
troops there m orcler to extend bis authority into the 
Christian enclave. - - • ~ . 

Hirawi appointed an officer on Monday to do so. . 
Geagea forecast on Tuesday that the west Beirut- 
based government would extend its authority over, 
all LF-beld territory within weeks, in what would be 
a severe sctbackfor Aoun. ' • " !i '--?*■ * j • • 

The sources said the committee also asked Hirawi 
to expand his cabinet to indude all political parties, 
including the LF. 

The Committee agreed to send an envoy to 
Lebanon, probably Algerian mediator Lakhdar 
Ibrahiini,m a bid to persuade Aountojcan thepeace 
process in the light ofthe military impasse. 

Aoun on Saturday ruled out any political accom- 
modation with HfrawL 
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Dying civilization 

SIR: Dr Mebdi's letter titled “Political system" did its 
job of condemning the already condemned but despite 
its academic grandiose it has failed to describe the 
whole truth. He has talked about “body poliue- 
actrvdy impaired deficiency syndrome.” The fact is 
that life in itself is a complete unit and it cannot be 
isolated into political, economic and other sections. 
What we are watching today, to use the phrase of 
Winston Churchill, is the drizzle of civilizations and 
not the mere failure of certain political systems. Why it 
is so that the societies created by the so-called healthy - 
political systems on our globe are suffering from Aids. 
What about the health of a political system that 
survives only became of mutually assured complete 
destruction. Even this survival would provestort-Irved 
because German political scientists have calculated 
that if the nuclear weapons continue to oust for three 
hundred years, chances of the human race being des- 
troyed by arririentfll nuclear war would reach one 
hundred per cent 

How healthy is the political system that creates a 
society that burns its forests with add rain, pollutes its 
ocean and creates a situation where first time in known 
history human race finds itself standing at the brink of 
complete destruction . 

The industrial civilization has brought us to a point 


where we could die of sudden starvation, because 
modem agriculture has eliminated the local staples and 
today the whole human race lives on the production, of 
only a dozen plants. If a system creates great wars, fear 
of nuclear holocaust, an international debt crisis, 
which consequently eats away food of the Third. World 
children, destroys Amazon jungle and creates green- 
■ house effect, it must be suffering from a disease more 
deadly than the so-called Bp-Aids. 

Imperialism 

Continued transferor resources to the West and the 
pressures created by consumerism have tied the Eas- 
tern states and societies with the West which forces the 
Third World to accept West's cultural, political and 
social imperialism- French society's outrage against 
scarf or nijab of Muslim girls and at the same time 
French insistence to promote its fashions in the M nshm 
* world is a minor example of the West’s arrogant 
domination. 

Moreover Eastern societies have to live with the 
poverty created by imperial exploitation and remnants 
of its own feudal institutions. Bothare thepartof a one 
dying civilization but the West has the support system 
of technology and the blood drained from the East 
through a brutal international economic order. 

That is why Eastern societies are showing greater 
signs of political instability. Iflhe Eastissuffermgftom 
political instability and economic backwardness the 
West is destroying itself with Aids, acid rains, nuclear 


race, drugs and consumerism which would be impossi- 
ble to sustain. 

fife, suirering°thc Aidss^ptonis, in the East and the 
West, the latter would outnumber the former. In the 
worst case, if a milli on die in a political civil war, one . 
could hope that rest would survive as the fighting 
parties could reach a compromise or one party could 
emerge victor. But if Aids overpowers a society, only . 
the disease will be the victor andthe proud chrinzaiion 

which created kwould be vanquishes!. 

Civilization given birth by the first Industrial 
Revolution has Sited. Hon«t intellectuals in the West 
have realised it and.Greeulfi and otter movements want 
to escape fh^ nl rnria te* destruction. Let our American; 
tramed intellectuals show some courage, stage an upr- 
ising or “intifada," stop waiting for a dying dvfliza- 
tion and lead the East and, West to thcchriEmtkmi 

which is pcaro for all the living. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM; 

iZSLi rounds of pohned .baigungR.ffnft 

SlTiSneio tow- 3 «£fcr; 

Muuurymen and sent a message .W the, 
politicians. * • • i * . 

“We’re fed up- „ - 

Israelis came from all over the wuntry to 
suooort — and a few to argue with — Av i 
Ka^Uh and Shahar Ben Metr, army itwave 
dffcS who held their fast across &om 

orthodox reKgfoiwfo^w^ , 

of coalitions, tectimng secutoJfews 

live and then tripling their allotments ^Bi the 

^*were sickened and embara^^hy- 1 

.... v - tliMr nnties forndtei 


politicians aoanoouMUB.^^ . 

offers from rival factions or threaten to, , 
leawif they did not receive financial guarantees j 
of millions of dollars. * 

Strike 

Wi thin lQdayt, more than 20 Israelis wereon { 
a hanger strike and the frustiatibiis : «iy^ : i 
into a national movement to chai^ Israd’s ! 
electoral system. - 

“What happened in the last weekswasatolai 
betrayal of the public trust entrusted ^ the: ^ 
politicians,” said Uriel Rddnnaa, dean of Tel i : 
Aviv University’s Law School- “Wbayfcey . 
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massacre of Palestinians in Lebanon's Sabr*. { 

and Shatila refugee camps. A A A ' -a .f 

The protesters came with what tMur lsraefi \ 
co mm entator called “an in^amed senseAo^. ^ 
proprietorhip” over the country, crossing : 
political lines and many demonstrating for 
first time.-. . - " ' \ 

Placards callcd politkaans thieves and pros- 
titutes and warned them that “democracy Kripr ■ 
for sale." A red computerised agn hrfore the 
crowd flashed “enough.” 1 ' ; ■ • ' 

■ Israelis vote for national lists antf noi 
individual candidates, creating a system toheris . 
major parties must secure the support Jrf^thc 
minor parties to form a ruling coantion.^P^st' ; 
electoral reforin prc^osals have faded andwerei . 
largely ignored by the public, whidt;Is'oov|| : 
demmodxng direct etection of the prime mfes© 
ster.' • ' :*• " A. . . ■ : •: - 

• CdUapse :£grp ■ 

Renewed ■ caBs for reform, - moriqrii^;^ 
intense political horse trading foIkrwiiig.ljBt 
month’s collapse of Yrtzh^ Mamii^S M»re[B^ ; 
zaeni, also arerootedinfoistotion -A 

.difficulty in 

the stalemated peatte pnxtess, !^ . 

Soviet immigrants, com™ omgrar ; 

tion,andtroublede^n<miy... 

“First they came by 

flood: old people, figh tecs, youflC^Rafhsh^dld 
the huge crowd in Td- Avhr. “ Wfeti hind most 
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Parliament, the RrKssct;: dH-^ep^de£oc 
Day, ApriL3& ; f A ■ Kpp X f -:- • 




siori of the Kztessrtn^fiKjthepcx^^ 
trations. Two uhra-orthodd^ 
beradastedLabotfr^aitoShHi^ Peres’pterB 
for approval of iusgovernment with thsar last- 
minute rcfrisal to* support the coah tfon he craf- 
ted with difficulty., .i. : .1 . . ’ • V . v". . : 

Hunger striker David Medtal, whoseson died 
in a 198ff daskin^ Lebanon, said he had bees 
brought up to serve hiscoumry. :j- V; p. - 
. .( ‘ 
“Myfathercamein 1916. Reeducated tsfor 
ZSomsrn and we always <fid themost,” Motal 


was losing its 
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green light 
to move into 
Nablus 


Libya seized hostages 

Not by Adis Nidai group, says French newspaper 


ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 1990 


i OCCUPIED JERI'km Ck< „ ; A r* ; ■ iAPr far three hosioBn (iced in 

c. 17, (APi- Jcttkht^' f M, u A,ln! • "iV wpJureJ in tffif* b> (he 

u t yesterdav that thev^'E^ char B*d n.*: h> p^cttinun c.mtmarkkv. Ill 

7?,k ' “horrifymc A ar * irl% of , *‘Y kxiwrn «J asms*!. Stic prominent newspaper 

r C. f ; 1 occupied Jcimalil!!' U i nS ^ plCT in 1 *■* . ■f»'fide % iltfWK-jvtfS stny. which gave no 

“ quarter .in*.. I*™ ‘Arabchmsuiu ; ‘ k £f 0,! 5r , ’Jurcn 1 endorsed luggfsuons made tn 
UtaJjL - residents clerw^* P f » , teMs from ! puhlicatinns larf week ,ev question* 

f The ikn-wJ^ *J'\ d mayor ; time about jfcv rflrax* i>f French upw 
. . : mo „ y-, ™ cra hcr group mov^i [ Jacqueline VaJenw, he* Helyuo companion Fer> 




nSdmt^T*' aflS ^ PWOh from 
TO? rea"* i nd ,hen »a>or 

, l^™" lbcr &»** ™»«d 
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* S® “^-ropm coupler, Jrthr I 

f W the Holy Souther undS 

*■ JJVjPJa'MB an eviction order 

* “Ha* Jmikmdnirt I 

* G^k oLw* hu ^ din £ owner*. t!, c ; 

urcck Orthodox Church. I 

A » yesterday. Israeli locator ! 

aCCbSC ? **™ * 

* «w^ k r Sh , iU ^ ir ‘ ,r c 'Pl°tung :he . 
■ pen«*ofpoliucal uncertainty Jurim* i 

thcformatiiHi uf a new yovernm^! I 
to step up Jewish settlement ictivtu , 
m the occupied West Rank and G.i/, « 

S, 2P- . ! 

bhamir approved prepy rations lW ; 

rour more settlements and gave the ! 
£T ren jjftht for Jens to move into the l 
West Bank city c-f NahJus and :,» j 
enlarge the Jewish presence m the I 
”«i Bank tow n of Hebron, Zuckcr ! 

• it ^' , ‘ ans Rifdlfa Movement 
( (old i he Associated Press. , 

• ‘"Shamir is usinc the fact that he | 
nas nobody to argue wuh inside the I 
government." said /acker, inferring | 
to the left-leaning Labour Party ? 
which wants to slow down the pace of « 
setilcmenis 

Labour ruled jointly with Shamir's • 
right-wing Likud bloc, but left the j 
coalition last month before toppling I 
the government March 15 As j j 
result, Ltibouns not in the transition - 
government. 

Shamir spokesman Yossi a hi me, r 
refused to confirm or deny Zucker’s 
charges. "MrZuckeristhcontrwhob 
acting against the national needs of t 
our state, and 1 don't want to read to i 
sttememsbv this man." Altimcir told f 
thcAP. 

Sincccapturing the West Bank and 
<#■ Ga 2 u Strip in the 1967 Middle East 
r war, Israel has huilt 143 settlements 
which are home to about 75.000 
Jews. About 1.7 million Palestinians 
live in the occupied lands. 

■ A Palestinian diplomat says a 
Palestinian-Soviet Jew s dialogue wiH 
be conducted on Thursday and 
Friday in the Soviet capital where 
mediamen and politicians from both 
sides will participate. 

Ambassador Nabil A more, speak- 
ing exclusively to Kuwaiti doily, des- 
cribed the dialogue as an attempt to 
"listen and let others listen away 
from empty slogans and emotions. 

■ A delation of Arab foreign 
ministers will go to Moscow next 
month, before the US-Soviet sum- 

’•irtit,' to ytfice.ttxar concern over the 
■■-ttOetWtfto on 
Israel, an Arab League source sakl 
yesterday. 

Vladimir Poliakov. Soviet vice- 
minister of foreign affairs in charge 
of the Near East, discussed the visit 
with Arab League Secrcury-Gcneral 
% Ctaedli Klibi. the source said. 

■ A Muslim businessman said be 
offered $7.5 million to 1 50 Jews who 
controversially settled in the Chris- 
tian quarter of occupied Jerusalem's 
old city over Easier for their lease on 
the disputed property. 

“We have problems and 1 say I 
have money." said occupied 
Jerusalem businessman Zakaria 
Julani. 4S. “1 don't want problems so 
I spoke to them fthe xulem) on 
Saturday night and they said they'd 
give my proposal consideration.” 


fund Houle kms and Ihcir daugfcw'i 

The repiiru'otikl niin cjsc pressure on the ! tench 
government to reveal more dctaiL about the 
release lor which ,1 dluvivrly (banked Libya's 
leader. C »»1 Mnamnur K hodtJail. 

Fatah- Kevutuliouaty fiiuncit. a Ijbyan-Ktckcd 
Palesuntan taction I leaded by Abu Nulal. ektimesl 
in November I 'IS? that it liad seued j yacht carry- 
ing vuipcctcxl pfu-lsrjt'li spies in thcbfiiiilcrraire.iR 
between Cyprus and t^hanon. 



Iraq, Syria accord 


Sy.a j"- i*aq ,aM«J ,:r. ^rco,a on snur.ng tne 
a o! rr.t* £,n;hf a?tn> seteoi mprtUn, allot thov p'otes 
'f it ?:• !i.*ke. *rj>r. a '.erroniaTil^ cat tbt* !tow at the vital 
wa?#»»Aj* -o t:t; a q.ar.:aair- 

tm . >z a 5Tv.rr.crsa; acco'O on ms sharing o! Euphrati*s 
waw*s a: me Sy-ar -Turkish tTom-er pending tho con 
ciu&'cm o! a ditmte agreement boiwcen Tut Key. Syria and 
i»4C " Sy'i^rr ^ga; export Molkiid Amtai (srfiown left) told 
Reuters cn Monday. 

SaLTcaSion deejments were exchanged by Arnlat. who 


ir- cbwl of tin; Sv'ian MuuMr* *. le>jcii (K-PiVtmrn!. anti 
H.tnmd Alw.ui Al J.ltiOun |:.ho«n tightj Uni Ir.iq- .spiDO* 1 .- 
oadot in Tunis 

Syria and Iraq protested (MrAiv this when Turkey 
withheld upMift.'tni Euphrates walurs to* j month to Ml the 
Alututk Dam n».*ar trn.‘ Syrian border 
Iraq and Syria, long-standmq ideoloqu. ni to<- r .. a*e luKd 
by mol taction;*, nt the Qaath Parly. Shown at centre is Arab 
League General Secretary Cntrrtli Kehbi (Pouter wire- 
photo) 


Arafat accuses US 
of backing Shamir 

Bush, Baker praised 

AMMAN, Ajjril J7. (AP); PLO chairman Yasser Arafat charged today that US officials had blocked 
DUeropte fc*y IsfacfsTabbur Party to fonn ago\>emmeot. . . ; 

. But the Palestine Liberation Organization leader praised US President George Bush und Secretary of 
Stale James Baker for ** good intentions’' in the region. 


Arafat said Israeli Labour Pony leader Shimon Peres “did not succeed in forming a government because 
there arc some ctrdes within the US administration which do not want Peres and instead they want (Yitzhak | 
Shamir," a reference to the leader of Israel’s main right-wing party. 

Arafat made the comments to reporters at Jordan’s guest palace shortly after his arrival in Amman late 
Monday night. 

“1 know that President Bush and James Baker have good intentions," Arafat said. 


But he said there were “certain 
circles within the administration 
which I do not want to name now” 
who advocate “cndJcsv support for 
the ferae! to remain an occupier of 
our homeland." 

Peres is trying to forma new- Israeli 
govern men i following the collapse cf 
the coalition government led hy 
Shamir in a dispute over efforts at 
peace with the Arabs, 
i Arafat said be will men King. Hi&- 

— vein. Prime Minister Mudur Bad ran 

f JLl-m Z n ■-% 5 ^ * Jnd other ofTreiais u> discuss the 

T VI I Cj Cl I peace process and other issues. 

He said the main topic would be 

_ ■ I a thethrcaiofSovietJcw'ahtmnugra- 

1^ | lion to Israel and the Israeli-occupied 

I CrMV'IO Wiy territories. 

B “tVe w ill discuss (Israeli/ threats 

against our Arab national security 
II 1 1 ^7 1 1 B V V und pnmarily the threats of the 

Soviet Jewish immigration not only 
NAIROBI April 17. (Reuterl: agains: Pa fcstine hut a/so against the 

Rebels in northern Ethiopia said whole At Rib nation.’ Arafat said. 

iod.iv thev killed S72 government He calfcd on Arab leailm to meet 
iroow and captured Israeli-made soon lo dtveuss "w|ut can he done to 

radios as they infiltra ted a new area race these threats, 
of Shod province last week. Meanwhile. Sweden's Foreign 

A spokesman for the rebel Tigra;. Minister Sioq Andersson arrived m 
People's Liberation Front fTPLH Cairo yesterday for a meeting with 
said rebel forces attacked Karakurc Palestine Liberation Organization 
on the main road north from Addis chairman Yasser Arafat lo discuss 
Ababa to Oessic. capital of Wollo how to facilitate establishment or a 
province, fast Thursday . direct Pa !es ttauut- Israeli dialogue. 

* Spokesman Tcwokle Gabru told Andersson is also scheduled lo 
Reuters by telephone from London m cct his Egyptian counterpart, 
the TPLF and its allies attacked two EL*. mat Abdel- Mcguid today for the 

brigades of army commandos in same purpose before leaving for 1 Tun- 

Karakorc. killing; 731 soldiers and i S j a . 

capturing 3? 1. " The Sweden official told airport 

On l-nday n:be, ( . / reponers that Arafat was expected 



Shop car 

A Lebanese used tho trunk ol his car on Monday as shop to repair cameras in 
Muslim west Beirut Many people in Benut use their cars os shops alter the 16 
years ol cnnl war had destroyed huge areas in tho country. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Elusive Arafat 

Arrival confusion 


— - r L-iiJ.v'cff * rrawicii HMk r* itiidi woa ajcttoi 

the nearby town of Dcgapa. k« mg . momcnun | y ^ , hl , PLO leader 
151 government troops and vapiu . sf . otte: 4 up | dfc Moadav in tbe Jor- 
ing 200. _ , in , n . i danian capital Amman. 


151 government trovips anu tapiur- 

ine 200. , 

The rebels also captured many 

weapons and. for the first ime 
Israeli-made Moterefe long-disiaiw. 
radios, he said , . 

The reported seizure apfwnW lu 
confirm reports that Israel b» Nnq 
supplying military cquipmeni to hth- 

iorna Since the two coun.no. re- 
establish diplomatic relation* in 

N TlKreport ante as church group*, 
in the capital annoumvd wnvovs 
bea rinceme rgency food relKrf for 
slarvlrfg Ethiopians were moving 
further into war-tom areas lollow me 
months spent negottaung un-^ 

gements with the government and 

"J’X Of 55 truck, carrying 

man said in Addis A who. ■ 

Seven other 

long distance fuc janU wi‘ 
tribute food m ouri^ngarejs 

Three Eihioptan-bascd cnuri. 
groups were n^tly gm n 

em Wollo ^SSuffiSSri*""- 

SSS53SKS 


j Arafat’s official sp«iLeiunan, Bas- 
sam Abu-Shcrif, said Arafat met 
Andersson Sunday m the Tunisian 
island of Garba hut be cannot rule 
out a second meeting in Cairo. 

Reached by phone at the PLO 
headquarters in the Tunisian capital 
Tunis. Ahu-Shenf (oid the 
Associated Press tn Cairo that Arafat 
and Andersson discussed how to 
overcome the deadlock in the M iddle 
East peace purees* and stan Palestin- 
ians- Israeli talks in Cairo. 


AMMAN. April 17 (AP): Yasser 
Arafat sometime seems us elusive us 
Middle East peace itself 

Sweden's Foreign Minister, Stcn 
Andersson, Ikw to Cairo yesterday 
for a meeting with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation Lhairman. 

Arafat, he told reporters a! Cairo 
airport, would arrive “momen- 
tarily" 

At roughly the same time, Jordan- 
ian Prime Minister Mudur Bad ran 
w-asamvingat an airport m tm coun- 
try's capital to greet the Palestinian 
leader. 

Arafat was not yet due, he was 
told. Go buck- Obviously milted, he 
did. 

Bad ran returned more than un 


hour later. Finally Arafat's Iraqi jet 
touched down. Without Arafat. 

Tbe pilot leaned from the window 
ami waved his hand at the officials 
lined along the red carpet in a mot ion 
of “go back.” 

Unbeknownst to the most senior 

Jordanian officials, Arafat had 

chosen to land and deplane and at 

Queen Aha International Airport 
south of Amman rather than at the 
Marqa military airport closer to 
town where waited Bod ran and com- 
pany. 

"I don't have unylhing to xt>,” 
said the red -laced prime minister, 
who got into a car a ad sped ofT to 
meet Arafat at Jordan’s guest palace 

in Amman. 


Shiite 
rivals in 
street 
battle 


! BEIRUT, April 17, <APfc Shiite 
| Muslim militia allies of Syria and 
I Iran fought savage street batiks 
i in West Beirut today and rival 
j Christian militia farces sJunni- 
j shed with automatic rifle** in tbe 
| city's eastern sector. 

Police said at bast two people 
■ were killed and 15 wounded in the 
; early morning fighting between 
i Hezbollah, and the Syrian- 
; backed Amal. 

i Amal, In a communique. 
I Mamed the confrontation on Hez- 
| bollah, saving the party's zealots 
attacked its offices in tbe densely 
{ populated Bourj A bo- Haidar dis- 
trict at 4 am (0200 GMT) with 
hand grenades and machine guns. 

“The aggression spread quickly 
to other districts of West Beirut," 
tbe Amal statement said. 

It said the command of Syrian 
troops in charge of security in 
West Beirut was ^informed of the 
hostile acts by Hezbollah. Tbe 
Syrians promised to deploy 
patrols in the disputed districts to 
bring the situation under control*" 

Hezbollah blamed tbe escala- 
tion on Amal saying the dashes 
“reflected the had intentions that 
the Amal leadership has against 
the Muslin mnjahedeen (holy 
fighters).” 

Prime Minister Salim Hoss, a 
Sunni Muslim, pleaded with both 
factions to “stop fighting 
umnediafe/y and hare mercy on 
the population." 

Amal, in a statement, said it 
ordered its fighters to cease fire 
“unilaterally, in Kne with Premier 
Hoss' appeal." 

Amal made the announcement 
at 10 am (0800 GMT). But a 
police spokesman said the fighting 
persisted despite the caH. 

He said tbe Syrians started 
deploying foot patrols in the dis- 
puted districts of Bourj Abn- 
Haidar, Nowairi ami Ras EI- 
Nabaaasoffcl Sam (0715 GMT), 
bat the dashes persisted. 

“Fighters of the two factions 
maintained their positions on 
rooftops and entrances to apart- 
ment buildings. They stop shoot- 
ing when Syrian soldiers arrive, 
but resume clashes die moment the 
Syrian patrol leaves the area," the 
police spokesman said. 

“IPs a cat-and-mouse game," 
said tbe spokesman, who cannot 
be named in line with regulations. 

Tbe dashes broke out one day 
after unidentified assailants shot 
and killed Ali Aba Hassan, 
AmaJ’s chief in West Bdrnfs 
Zokak Blat district. 

Amal blamed Aba Hassan's 
killing on Hezbollah and its Oght- 
ers carried oat a series of bouse 
raids in West Beirut overnight 
capturing Hezbollah members in 
apparent revenge. 

As the dashes raged in the 
narrow alleys of Bourj Abu- 
Haidar, the voice of the nation, tbe 
main Muslim radio station, 
broadcast repeated appeals from 
civilians for a ceasefire. 

“They are fighting in our build- 
ing. We have children here. 
Please, please ask the Syrians to 
intervene and stop this massacre,” 
said Fatima Haidar in a telephone 
contact with Voice of the Nation. 

Hezbollah and the more secular 
Amal have been fighting oo-and- 
off for more than two years for 
dominance of the 1.2 million 
Shiites, the largest sect in a nation 
of four milfita people. 

■ Meanwhile, troops of Gen. 
Michel Aoan and fighters of 
Samir Gcagea’s Lebanese Forces 
militia skirmished intermittently 
I with automatic rifles m Christian 
East Beirut. No casualties were 
reported. 


C *.• 

*- 


A hr;*. id were MS \ alcntr, (wo of her daughter, 
who were freed in J l >88. Huutriuns, and four fncm- 
hRMifhM.ttniU iv ho are Kill hdJ while Abu Nnlai 
demand-* the reicjte of a PalcKmun prisoner in 

Relk’iim; 

Lc Miirx!;* sattl it appeared (Ik Nu: actually was 
vjpttired b> the Libyan Navy in WS6 to waters 
between Malta and Libya's Gulf of Sidra h said 
Kiuddafi UJe: Jevrded to ask Abu Nn/jI's group ro 
rlamt revponsihiiitv 




Looking for customers 

Egyptian Hussein El Manrawy. 17, wandeis around tho Gca pyramids hoping io lind customers wanting donkey rides on 
Sham El Nass<m t sniffing tne breeze) spring (east on April 16 Each year thousands ot Egyptian Siam the pyramids area to 
celebrate the 7 000* vea' old Pharaonic festival heralding the start of spring. But this year it coincided with the holy fasting 
month of Ramadan when Muslims remain without food or drink from dawn to dusk tReuter wirephoto) 


MIDEAST BRIEFS 


Egypt ambassssador arrives: Egyptis- 

new ambassador to Syria, the first since Damascus 
ruptured ties in 1977 over the Eeyplian-Israeli peace 
negotiations, presented his credentials Monday. 

Ambassador Musiapha Abdul- Aziz Mursi's 
credentials were accepted by the Syrian Foreign 
Minister, Farouk Al Sharaa. 

The official Syrian Arab News Agency said thetwo 
discussed means of improving relations between the 
two countries as well as developments in the Arab 
world. (AP) 

* • • 

Hekmatvar to mend split: Radical Afghan 
rebel leader Gulbnddm Hckmatyar said on Monday 
he was talking with other rebel chiefs about mending 
a breach in thnr ranks. 

He told reporters face-to-face and indirect talks 
had begun and said there was a chance of an accord 
on holding elections to a grand council or Shura of 
around 2,500 Afghans. 

Hekmatvar walked out of his job as foreign mini- 
ster ofthe Afghan Interim Government ( AIG) based 
in Pak istan Iasi August and has since fought a war of 
words with his former colleagues. (Reuter) 

mm* 

Seeks to avert Aden split: ah Salem aj 

Beidh, leader of the ruling Yemeni Socialist Party, 
was locked in a closed-door session with the party’s 
politburo Monday seeking to contain an emerging 
nft. 

Al Beidh has in rcccm months opened up South 
Yemen, the Arab world’s only avowedly Marxist 
stale, in hue with die reforming policies of Aden's 
Soviet mentors. 

It was been mot-ing toward union with neighbour- 
ing conservative North Yemen. (AP) 

• • * 

Folisario rebels may resume wan poi- 

isario's top guerrilla rommander said on Monday 
fighting wuh Morocco could flare up again In the 
western Sahara at the end of the Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan in 10 days. 

Brabim Ghah. former defence minister of the Pol- 
isario's self-declared Sahrawi republic, said his forces 
might be forced to end a unilateral ceasefire because 
of what he called Morocco's intransigence. ( Reuter) 

• • • 


Peace talks 

Visiting Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Vladimir 
Polyakov (right) on Monday told Arab League 
Secretary Genera! Cnadli Klibi (leh). Moscow was 
intensifying contacts with the Arab world for activat- 
ing the Middle East peace process. 

The Soviet official told reporters after the meeting 
with the League's chief executive that he stressed to 
Klibi the Kremlin's belief mat the peace process must 
cater to the interests of all parties concerned and to 
international law 

Arens puts off Bulgaria visit: Israeli 

Foreign Minister Moshe Arens has postponed plans 
to visit Bulgaria to sign an agreement restoring 
diplomatic relations, the Foreign Ministry said on 
Monday. 


CaH to dose Tunisia bars, hotels: 

Muslim fundamentalists say they would like to sec 
Tunisia's hotels and bars closed down. 

**A Muslim country should neither sell nor 
encourage thecoasumpiion ofaleohoi.” Ali Laardih, 
the leader of the Tunisian Islamic fundamentalist 
movement Nahdha, was quoted as saying in the 
newspaper Le Temps- Hebdo. (Reuter) 

• « • 

Malaria cases up in Sudan: The lack of 

mosq uito spray in Sudan has caused a sharp upsurge 
in the number of malaria cases, especially in camps 
near Khartoum housing people displaced by the long 
southern civil war. 


Democracy in jeopardy Communists 
first meeting 

Algeria vowsto get tough Hussein 


ALGIERS. April 17. (Reu*er|: The Algerian government on Sunday night 
vowed to use the full power of the law to preserve public order and a nascent 
democracy threatened by mounting labour and Muslim lundamenialUt unreal. 

An angry government statement said recent statements hy the official labour 
union L ; gta and the powerful opposition IslamL- Salvation From iFIS) were 
“dangerous deviations that threaten social stability and the emerging 

democracy ” 

The statement, reported by the Algerian news agency APS. came hours after 
the FIS announced a mass march on the presidential palace on Friday to press 
political demands, likely to include the dissolution of parliament. 

The FIS is the main opposition challenger to the ruling National Liberation 
Front ( FLN j n June town and provincial eleciions-indcpendenec history 


Palestinian refugees (n Jordan survive on dreams of home 


SUKlfNEH, Jordan, April I7.(Reuter): ForDiab 
Hassan. the -dream that he will one day return to 
Palestine makes the reality of his life in u .squalid 
refugee camp in Jordan just about bearable. 

**We iry lo put up with lough living conditions 
here beca use we all live on the hope of remming io 
our land,” says Hjssan, a middle-aged sionemason 
who lied his West Bank home in 1967 when Israeli 
troops arrived. 

He is one of hundreds of thousands or Palestin- 
ians who took refuge in Jordan, Syria. Lebanon or 
Egypt when Israel was crca led in IWBordunngthc 

1967 Middle &W war. ■ . 

Hasan, who lives in the shantytown of Sukhnen 
50 km 130 miles) from Amman, faces a common 


dilemma — whether (o ding to his refugee status in 
the hope of going home, or to leave ihe camp and 
integrate inlo Jordan. 

Most refugees from the West Bank are Jordanian 
citizens, as the territory belonged to Jordan before 
Israel occupied it in 1 967. . 

Buf iffhey live outside ihe camps, they Io*c United 
Nations aid. And the existence of the camps, the 
rcFugecs feel, is a powerful symbol of their dis- 
placement (hat makes an eventual return to Pales- 
tine more likely. 

For ihe lime being Hassan has chosen to stay in 
Sukhneh, a jumble ol muddy alleys and breeze* 
block houses thrown up over the last two decades 
and housing 6.000 people. 


They live cfteek-by-jowl, seven or eight to a room. 
Sheep and goats snuffle in the din in small cour- 
tyards outside. 

Houses have running water and electricity, but 
there is no piped sewage system and fouled water 
runs down open drains along the middle of the 
alleys. Crumbling tarred roads Jeud to the camp, 

Najah Misleh says she and her husband were 
childless when they fled their home in 1967. 

“Now ue share a roof wilh our 10 children, 
including a married son and his two boys.” she sighs. 
“None of us has any privacy. When one is ill. the 
disease spreads like lightning." 

Israel has lung accused Jordan and other Arab 
countries of keeping Palestinians in refugee set- 


tlements as a political weapon in the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

“Thecamps...are viewed as an aspect of a political 
problem that has not yet been solved," Ahmed 
Qatanani. head of the Foreign Ministry's depart- 
ment for Palestinian Affairs, told Reuters. 

“Meanwhile we iry our best, with the help of the 
United Nations relief and Works Agency 
{UNRWA), to make living conditions as close as 
possible lo those of the nearby communities." he 
said. 

Headded that he had rejected many requests from 
refugees wanting to add new rooms to iheir houses 
on the grounds that such improvements would make 
the camps permanent. 


AMMAN, April 17. (Reuter): 
Leaders of Jordan's Communist 
Party, enjoying u new era of 
political freedom, have had their 
first meeting with King Hussein 
in more than three decades, an 
official said yesterday. 

Ya’coub Zayadine. the party's 
secretary -general, told Reuters 
the two-hour meeting with ihe 
King on Sunday was their first 
since 1957. when the monarch 
banned all political parties after 
leftist groups tried to ovenhow 
him. 

“We had a veiy interesting and 
useful discussion.” he said. Lead- 
ing party members attended the 
meeting with the King. Crown 
Prince Hassan and Royal Court 
chief Sharif Zeid Bin Shaker. 

Jordan has not officially lifted 
the ban but allowed party leaders 
to run us individuate in Novem- 
ber in the first nation-wide gen- 
era] parliamentary elections in 22 
years. 

Issa Mdanat represents ihe 
Communist Party in the new 80- 
seat lower house of Parliament. 
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Free they are not, free they won’t be 


By Fathima Ahmed 

Arab Times staff 

LIKE most Hindi films. Director 
S.A. Chandrasekhar's Azaad 
Desta Ke Ghulam (Slaves of a free 
nation) is all for freedom — of 
speech, action, inaction and 
reaction on screen. Off screen, 
Chandrasekhar and the screen- 
play-writer chain themselves to 
cliched formulas. 

High doses of patriotism are 
injected in nearly all frames from 
the word go in the political- 
thriller, replete with trappings of 
mystery, idyllic locations, car 
chases and seedy characters. 
Thankfully, you don’t get addic : 
ted to nationalism like Bharati 
(Rekha) and Vijay < Rishi 
Kapoor). 

They feel strongly about 
everything from corruption and 
nepotism to rape and dowry 
deaths — and stand up against 
the ultimate criminals — 
traitors. Such rhetoric leads 
nowhere — not even to cinematic 
glory for the players of Azaad 
Desb Ke Ghulam. Free they are 
not and free they won't be from 


the cliches and formulas. Direc- 
tor Chandrasekhar falls into the 
trap of flying to the moon before 
learning to walk. Consequently, 
‘Azaad.—’ traverses familiar 
terrain ranging from drug smug- 
glers to flesh traders and uns- 
crupulous politicians selling 
their nation for a pot of gold. ^ 

Didactically, ‘Azaad... 
reflects social decay, opportun- 
ism and treachery that has some- 
how become a fact of life. But as 
cinema, it doesn't work, simply 
because the director can’t handle 
the bombardment of ideas. 

In the first half, despite the 
overt preference for nationalism 
and rhetoric, we are engrossed 
with the loss of innocence and 
conflict of interests between 
father (Pran) and daughter, 
Bharati (Rekha). 

Vijay *s spying lands him in 
trouble and he is removed 
unceremoniously from the plot 
only to be resurrected with hon- 
ours. At this point, the director 
says farewell to reason and 
meanders through a maze of 
ideas — the screenplay has no 
provision for the next step. It 



Sr. -of? 


WHAT’S ON 


ARTS 


Kaleidoscope 

A colourful spectrum ofBrit- 
ish and American 20th century 
music — including: Britten, 
Gershwin. Elgar, Copeland 
and Sandhein. Frances Coad - 
voice: Trevor Plait - piano. On 
April 18th at the British 
embassy. For more informa- 
tion Tele. 53 1 8060 ext 19, 8 am - 
1 pm. 

Sultan Gallery 

Furniture of Kuwait, pre-oil 
1 940s furniture, is currently on 
show at the Sultan Gallery; 
daily from 10 am to 12 noon 
and 8 to 10 pm. 

From April 16, 1990, “The 
Mosques of Isfahan" exhibi- 
tion will be shown at the 
gallery; it will be open daily 
from 1 0 am to 12 noon and 8 to 
10 pm. 


SOCIAL 


Metting about Islam 

A public meeting will be held 
ai Mohammad Nasir-Al- 
Hamad mosque in Hassawi 
area, beside Mohammad-Bin- 
Qassim Road, on 20th April 
1990. after Friday Prayers. 
Professor Gohar Siddique 
.from Pakistan, who is in 
[Kuwait on the invitation of 
Ministry of Awqaf and 
Religious Affairs, will address 
die meeiing. All are cordially 
invited to attend the meeting to 
learn about Islam. 

Turkish Embassy 

April 23rd children's day. 
There will be a children’s fes- 
tival at the Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry 
Audiiorium hall under the aus- 
picies of Turkish Embassy on 
the occasion of National 
sovereignly and children’s day 
on 23rd April 1990, at 8.00 pm. 
Turkish children and children 
from other communities will 
perform folkloric dances and 
songs on the occasion. 
Entertainment City 
. Kuwait Entertainment City 
is running a free bus service 
from Kuwait City to the Enter- 
tainment city and back on 
Thursdays and Fridays 
throughout the month of 
Ramadan. The bus starts on 
both days from opposite the 
Meridien Hotel at 8.00 pm and 
returns back from the Enter- 
tainment City to the same stop 
at 12.00 midnight. 


Career and Vocational 
Guidance 

Goan Welfare Society will 
conduct a seminar on Career 
and Vocational Guidance on 
April 20. 1990 at 5pm. at the 
Indian Embassy auditorium. 
All Goan students from stan- 
dard IX, X. XI are invited to 
attend along with their parents. 

Professionals will speak on 
specialised topics such as engin- 
eering, architecture, interior 
design, computer science, hotel 
management, banking and 
medicine. For further informa- 
tion please contact Bras 
Silveira on tel. 4849006 or 
Rudolph Fernandes tel. 
2438011. 

Kuwait Uttto Theatre 

Kuwait Little Theatre are 
presenting a St. George's Day 
Revue on Thursday 1 9 April in 
the Unity Centre, Ahmadi, 
beginning at 7.30 pm (Please 
note the change of date to that 
previously advertised). Acts 
include Phil Thomas, June 
Woolston, The Kuwait Folk 
Group, and the Kuwait Sin- 
gers. Tickets and tables can be 
booked by telephoning 
3919759. 

PAC postpone programme 

We inform all our well- 
wishers that due to sudden 
demise of the father of our 
Secretary, Public Relations, 
our programme, scheduled for 
27th April, has been post- 
poned. The new date is being 
fixed and we hope “inshallah" 
to arrange a splended pro- 
gramme during the month of 
May, 1990. All cards already 
issued are to be replaced by new 
one and we sincerely regret any 
inconvenience’ caused to our 
well-wishers and the registered 
families of PAC. 

The fourth-coming 

programme to be held in a 
beautiful atmosphere of broth- 
erhood and we shall invite all 
ihe association in Kuwait. The 
programme is designed to 
attract ail literary and social 
circle. The first part of the 
programme will be an 
inauguration of a new book by 
Poet Hamid Kartarpuri. foll- 
owed by a M ushiara of selected 
poets of KuwaiL. The second 
pan after a short break will 
comprise of variety of music 
and ghazals by prominent sin- 
gers. For further details please 
contact Tel. Nos. 5323693. 
47 1 6258. S. Hamid Mahmoud, 
Secretary Public Relations. 


seems the ‘Azaad team improv- 
ised characters and Situations 
and plays truant with ideas as 
they went along f° r location 

Sb ^pftehftingachunk°fi^cas 

from the recent mystery Khoj 
Bharati’s predicament — me 
poor girl can't stop pacing, be it 
in the saloon or pnson cell 

becomes a chronic problem. 

One fatal disease comes in the 
shape of Manlri Narayan Das; 


and even after the court has 
pronounced him guilty and sends 
him to the gallows, the hype con- 
linues... .and Bharati emerges 
victorious; with Inspector Jackie 
and Vijay to cheer on —and your 
smile vanishes... 

Rekha as Bharati looks gor- 
geous — as always, but as her 
character stagnates after the first 
few reels, the actress looks like a 
fish without water. Rishi 
Kappor, the baby- faced hero. 


has brief cameo plays hide and 
seek with death before the final 
redemption. Jackie Shroff, with 
a song or two, also dances to the 
director’s tune for the final 
climax: the public hanging — the 
punishment demanded for 
smugglers and traitors. 

The above movie is by courtesy 
of Athari Video, Main St, Fap- 
waniya, Teb 4712900; and Can- 
ary Video, Fisheries BMg-, Sharq, 
Tel: 2459521. 


KTV 1 



1.00 Opening and Holy 
Quran 

1.15 The World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

1.30 World Animals: cul-. 
tural serial 

2.00 Kabool Adventures: 
cartoon serial 

2.30 Maa Ai Sabereen: his- 
torical serial (part 23) 

3.10 Human Health : cul- 
tural programme 

3.35 Maraya 88 : Arabic 
serial (part 7) 

4.20 RasacI AI Ekha: local 
programme. 

4.40 Rafat AI Hajjan: 
Arabic serial (part 23) 

5.30 Hadeeth Deen: 
Religious programme, 
presented by Sheikh 
Moh amme d Metwalli 
AlSharawi 

6.20 Mazengen Cartoon 
serial (part 23} 

6.45 Baad AI Iftar: religious 
programme 

7.00 Madeenat AI Ajayeb: 
local children's serial 

j (part 23) 

7.45 Night chemists, air- 
lines and official 

advertisements 

3.00 Maa AI Talaba: local 
programme prepared 
by the Ministry of 
Education School 


Activities Department 

9.00 Juhayna: cultural 

programme (part 

9 45 Sawalef Min At 
Madhi: local pro- 
gramme 

10.00 News in Arabic 

10.45 Lil Hayat Baqiya: local 
serial (part 7) 

11.45 3 x 3 : local variety 

programme 

12.15 Layali AI Helmiya: 
Arabic serial (part 7) 

1 15 Sabah AlKhirYa Jan: 
Arabic serial starring 

. Sana Jameel, Omar AI 
Hariri, Mohammed 
Redha. Khayriya 
Ahmad 

3.00 News summary 

3.05 The World Today via 
Satellite , 

3.20 Holy Quran and 
Closedown 


groups on sea shons^ g&b.j 
Sid build iheirnestem.; 

curious placp. , ,.^. j 

9 00 News in Engusn . .1 

7,u : ... . DomM 



8.00 Opening announce- 
ment and Holy Quran - 
8.10 Mickey and Donald . 
A. cartoon senes for 
children . 

8.30 Animals of Africa Cor- 
morants by the 
Thousand. A look at 
Cormorant birds with 
look s imil ar to the sea 
gull but different in 
colour. They live in 


on the occasion oi 
Holy Ramadan /.r 
045 The Science Minwg 
Artificial limbs 
new technology.^ , ■. 

neon as revolution- m; 
the world of iflumma-., , ' 

tion... Communica-. ! 

tions via satellites and: 
space TV station?^ 

telestar.... Bloodtra^ ~ ^ 

sfer and its effects 0 ft ; . ^ 
human body. ,v ... * 

10.15 Booker. Brazing ^ : 
Arizona. A 

teenager, Bookeicsr 1 . 

friend, is involved with, 
a criminal who 
him to sell drugs. 

11.30 CineClubp^tedlflr fe^ . • . . 
Farouk Abdulaaz- : i 

“Adams Rib!’ . . St 8 F? 
rine: Katherine Hepr^ 
burn, Spencer Tracy : 

The marriage of au 
female lawyer and her' 
husband is jeophriv; 
dized during their 
courtroom Rattle. 

involving woman on 
trial for shooting hus? j 
band. 

1.30 News in Brief 
j.45 Magazine D’ActuaBtt? • 
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AJ Andntas 
Rolling Vengeance 
AlSahmyah 
‘ The Survivalisl 
AlHamra 
The Lost Platoon 
Drive-In 
Arabic film 
AlFirdois 
Sikka 

FahahedOpen 

Kami Jeeta? Kaun Hara? 

Fahahed 

Arabic film 

AlJahra 

The Untouchables 
Granada 
Arabic film 
SoiaibOchat 
Prime Risk 
Jteeb 

Midnight Run 
Ahmadi Drive-In 
Arabic film 
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Maghreb 

Isha 


337 am 
11-48 
3L22pm 
6.16 
736 


Rishi Kaooor 


A scratch proof showpiece 


:¥ : r 

-a;’ . 

WITH ihe new DiaStar 'Ultra,' Redo has succeeded in the 

which counts as a milestone in recent watch history. The new edition 9 . . 

watch with typical right-angled design is thinner, even more elegant, rally 
proof and captivates with its excehem price/perfo rmancc relauonstup. .wy • - t. -A 

Due to its timeless design, the Rado DiaStar ‘Ultra’ did not need much toimmfc - . 

But as regards materials Rado has added a number of improvements whtat miacetr,^ .. : 
into an almost indestructible peace of jewellery: crystal, case and ocw fe 
colour-fast bracelet are made of scratchproof materials, sapphire crystal and 

iom carbide. — ' ' T T 

The hardrnetal case houses a high-precision -Swiss quartz movement. . * ; 

service-friendly, case-back facilitates access to the movement and<msures 
water-resistance to 30 m, even after battery changes. With a striking profile, bot.20 : . . 

per cent thinner than before, the case, with integrated crown, merges smoothly Uw>, - .gy-:- 
the bracelet. The lustrous bardmetal dements are bekl together by a reliable 
-*ajp. '•ft-,'-*-. 

The Rado DiaStar 'Ultra' is uniquely available asa men's model, m the while.o^ ^. - .r/ 

-■ a — nrttk i ■■ ■ i n r~f ■ 1 1 <il n t lwiM IXfttt* /fidtc vnri^tifMK With ntttc- ’ *>«' - ’. 
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British Council 
The British Council working 
hours during the Holy month 
of Ramadban: General office 
— Saturday to Wednesday — 
7.30 to 1 4.00; Library — Satur- 
day to Wednesday — 9.00 to 
12.30, 16.00 to 19.00; Thurs- 
day: 9.00 to 1.20. 

Airline night 

The airline staff launches its 
second annual get-together at 
Ramada AI Sal am Hotel (Le- 
Mirage Grand ballroom) on 
Thursday the April 26, 1990. 
An evening with live music by 
top bands, fashion parade, etc. 
limited reservations. Please 
contact Cel es Lino, tel. 2420631 / 
2420661 or any sLaff on 
5652073/2429277 (Cynthia). 

Konkani Theatre 

May 10-11: Goa's famous 
king of centuries, Rose Ferns 
and his 15-member troupe will 
present his new premier release 
Xinxe at 7 pm (May 10) and 
again at 4 pro (May 11) and 
another drama Biman Turn 
which is nearing the century 
mark, at 10.30 am May II at 
Granada Cinema, Kheitan. Sit 
in AC comfort with stereo- 
phonic and special light and 
sound effects. Plans open Sun- 
day, April 15. Passes available 
at Raja Stores Tel 2412970, 
Tony 5655056, Wilson 
3726038. Manuel/Rommel 
4816836, Rocky 3924159, Val 
5614506 and Alex Martins. An 
Expatriate Club presentation. 

Black Is Beautiful 
THURSDAY, MAY 3rd 
1990: A tribute to Nelson Man- 
dela titled “Black is BeaitufuT 
an Afro — Soul and Reggae 
concert featuring Steve 
Michael and The Afro Beat is 
scheduled at the Basketball 
stadium of the AI Arabi Sport- 
ing Club, Mansouriya, from 8 
pm. 

An airticket — Kuwait- 
Nairobi-Kuwait from Gulf 
Air, Electronic equipment 
from Sharp, a special offer 
from Showbiz etc are added 
attractions. 

Limited tickets are now 
available on sale at Showbiz: 
5726729 

AI Arabi Club: 2652726 
Swan Lake Rec: 5721030 
Art Corner 2665068 
Soft Rock Cafe: 2405648 
Image Recording: 2405859 
White House: 2476660 
Family Book Shop: 57 1430 
Modem Sports: 5748684 


Danlella Dhow Trip 

Daniel la invites all Danes to 
go on a dhow trip on Friday, 
May 4. For registration please 
call Jytte on Tel: 2449610 
before April 22. 

BaJsakhl di raat 

Punjabi cultural society is 
celebrating “Baisakhi di raat" 
a harvest festival at Indian Arts 
Circle, Funaitees on Thursday 
19th April 1990 at 7.30 pm. For 
entry passes contact Tel. 
5635089, 5628051, 5630897 
and 5616287. 

HOTELS 

Kuwait International Hotel 

LA PALMA: Opens at 6.00 
pm for an elaborate Iftar buffet 
with traditional specialities of 
your choice. Desserts prepared 
by our Arabic pastry chef. One 
guest complimentary for each 
group of 6 persons. Ext 8166. 

LA PATISSERIE: Opens 
for take-away treats at 5.60 pm 
and stays open for Suhour until 
2.00 am. live entertainment in 
the lobby sets the mood for the 
evening. Ext 8014. 

OUTSIDE CATERING: 
Whether it is for you and your 
family or for friends and 
associates our outside catering 
facilities can cater to all your 
needs. Offers traditional Iftar 
buffet suggestions. Banquets 
will be pleased to assist: 
2530000 ext 8008/8000. 
Ramadan at Messllah Beach 
Hotel 

AL MUBARAKIAH: Daily 
Ramadan Iftar Buffet, with a 
selection of fresh dishes, 
Kuwaiti and Middle Eastern 
specialities. 

Gbabga & Sohoun Enjoy the 
daily fresh desserts and juices 
with the delightful sohour buf- 
fet accompanied by soft Middle 
Eastern background music on 

theoud. 

Kuwait Plaza 

SPECIAL Ramadan 

Activities: AI Dallah coffee 
shop features authentic iftar 
with sumptuous dishes, mezza, 
sweet, Ramadan drinks and a 
special buffet 

NOURA TERRACE: 

Surrounded by man-made 
waterfalls and green sceneries 
offers all kinds of light meals, 
juices, ramadan drinks, hub- 
bly-bubble and trick traik in an 
open air atmosphere, open 
from 8 pm until 2 am. 


LOLOWAH CORNER: 
Invites you to spend an evening 
out with your family. Enjoy all 
kinds of Kuwaiti and Arabic 
sweets with variety of delicious 
beverage and live entertain- 
ment. Open from sunset until 2 
am. 

Mughal Mahal 

FIRST Indian restaurant to 
introduce Mugblai cuisine in 
KuwaiL Enjoy our specialities 
such as; Khandari Tikka Mai 
Mali Kebab, Navratan Briyani 
and lots more. Ramadan tim- 
ings. Carry away pick up’s from 
5 pm onwards. Dine in from 6 
pm to 2 am. Tele. 2425 131/2. 


match for veterans. 

12 to 2 pm: Break for prayer 
and lunch. 

2 to 5 pm: Sports for ladies, 
children and agents. 

5 to 6 pm: Formal inauguration 
of the festivities. 


The events are open for all 
present and former residents of, . 
Hyderabad and their families. 
No entry fees wOf be chaxgpcL 
Festival cricket match is open 
for veterans above 40 years 
(relaxable to 35 years). All 


veterans are requested to regi- 
ster their names with Dr Naida 
(Tel: 4842578). All Hy&ra- 
badts are requested to attend 
the sports day and inaugural 
ftinction with families - and 
friends in large numbera. 


SPORTS 


Kuwait International Hotel 

FIT FOR LIFE: Qualified 
Austrian masseur specialising 
in foot rdexology, accupres- 
sure, athletic and relaxation 
massage available everyday. 
Tennis clinics ongoing for all 
levels or play including junior, 
ladies’ and adult sessions with 
Frank Novak, an experienced 
Canadian coach and tennis 
professional. Classes total 4 
weeks in length and meet twice 
each week. Private coaching 
also available and fun tenis ses- 
sions for the family. Ladies’ 
Keep Fit classes on Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Look good, fed great! Ladies’ 
sauna now offers a 50 per cent 
discont on the usual entrance 
fee. Ladies' Day on Saturdays 
and Tuesdays from 9 am to 9 
pm. Austrian instructor for 
swimming lessons. Courses 
start first week of every month 
Yoga lessons 

For fitness and slimming 
Kuwait International Hotel 
offers yoga lessons for ladies 
and men, every Sunday and 
Tuesday from 8.00 ran to 9.00 
pm ana on Friday from 10.30 
am to H.30 am. For more 
information contact Kuwait 
International's Recreation 
Department at 2530000 ext 
8050 or Tanya at 5626529. 

Hyderabad Sports Day 

The committee for sports for 
celebration of 400 year anniver- 
sary of Hyderabad (Deccan) is 
organising a sports day on 27 th 
April 1990 (or next day orEid) 
at Juleeb AI Shuwaikh ground 
(behind Juleeb Al Shuwaikh 
cinema). The schedule of 
programme is as follows: 

■ 9 to 12 am: Festival cricket 





14/4 

Sharq Co-Op 

15/4 

Sultan Center 

16/4 

Beauty Corner 

17/4 

Bybfos 

18/4 

Shifa Pharmacy 

19/4 

Abdulla Al Salem Co-op 

21/4 

Versailles (morning) 
Baydoon (evening) 

22/4 

Faces 

23/4 

Beauty Comer 

24/4 

Shamiya Co-op 

25/4 

Shifa Pharmacy 


Here is Immunage from Elizabeth Arden. 

It is the latest skmcare product, the result of 

meticulous tests and research. Especially 

formulated to safeguard your skin from the 
harmful sun, Immunage is ideal for you 
Our beauticians will advise you’on its many 
advantages and also will offer you a free gift 
upon purchase of KD 10 and over. Welcome! 

Qurtoba 

Ely sees 

Bay an Co-op 

Sahara Center 

Sam ah Center - Salmrya 

Salmiya Co-op pharmacy 

Qurtoba 

Sayan Co-op 
Fashionway 

Samah Center - Hawaii i . 

Grand Stores / Fahaheel (morning) 

Samah Center /Salmiya (evening) 
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ELIZABETH ARDEN 


\ATI 


Agents: 

W- J - Towell & Co- 

Tel: 4738732/4749904 
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Prices slump r 
threatens v. 
government DU 
spending plan E5 

DUBAI, April 17. (Reuter): A sud- the 1 
den Slump m world oil prices aprf 
threatens to derail the spending plan _ 
of wealthy Gulf governments, sa £ 


BUSINESS & FINANCE 

Qatar haggles with Japanese firm on LNG exports 


DUBAI, April 17, ( Reuter): Qatar and 
prospective Japanese customers for the 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) from its 
vast North Field are still haggling over 
the price of gas in a long-term supply 
agreement. Gulf oil industry sources 


regional economists say. 

Oil ministers of Saudi Arabia, 
v? Kuwait, and the United Arab 
Enurates meet in Jeddah today to 
discuss the 30 per cent drop in the 
pnce of a barrel of oil since March. 

These richest states can take some 
financial pain without much 
damage, but Iran and Iraq arc 
already feeling the pinch and small 
, P ro “ ure r Oman's cautious budget 
plans for 1990 now look wise, the 
economists said. 

Anv change in oil prices bas an 
immediate impact in a region where 
oil revenues provide well over 50 per 
cen t. a nd in some cases 90 per cent, of 
government revenues. 

The slump is a nasty shock to 
governments which were hoping for 
price stability this year to guide Lbeir 
i economies into the 

^IWOs, after devastation wrought by 
a price collapse in the mid-1980s to 
below SI0 a barrel. 

Industry analysts expect world 
demand to rise later this year. 

' But oil industry managers say 
Prices also depend on whether the 
Organisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (Opec) cuts its current 
nigh output 

Analysts say total output by 
Opec’s 13 members is probably run- 
ning between 23.5 million and 24 
million barrels per day, compar'd 
with its self-imposed quota limit >f 
just over 22 million. 

Riyadh has forecast 1990 gover l- 
ment reven ues from all sources of I i 8 
million riyals (S31.5 billion). 

Independent economists said that 
to achieve that figure it would need to 
e^ra close u> 90 billion riyals (S24 
billion) from oil. 

“If they just produced at their 
quota for the year, and the price of 
Arabian light crude was on average 
for the year around SI 6.25/40 a 
barrel, they would get 90 billion," 
said a Saudi-based economist. 

Arabian light today was being 
quoted at only around $13.85 a 
band. 

A Reuter survey of oil industry 
sources estimates Saudi Arabia's 
first quarter output at an average 
5.6S million barrels per day, against 
its Opec quota of 5.38 million. 

Saudi Arabia says it does not want 
to reduce its share of total Opec out? 
put. That share has hdd steady at 
24.46 per cent as Riyadh has raised its 
output to match rising total Opec ! 
output 

Analysts say lower prices per 
barrel can up to a point be balanced 
by higher output But if production 
races too far ahead or demand, the 
price can collapse. 

i Oman planned its 1 990 budget on 
an estimate of SIS per bari l for its 
oil. a level that seemed pessimistic- 
early this year. 

Omani crude, however, was being 
quoted at just under SI 5 per barrel 
this week. 

Japan flight 
crews strike 

TOKYO. April 17, (Reuter): 
Flight crews at Japan's two big- 
gest airlines began a 24-hour 
strike today, halting many 
domestic flights but sparing 
international services, airline 
officials said. 

Pilots and other cockpit stafT 
at Japan Airlines and all Nippon 
Airways walked out after man- 
agement wage offers failed to sat- 
,x isfy their union negotiators. 

In late morning the JAL staff 
reached agreement on a 3.9 jrer 
cent wage increase, but contin- 
ued their strike to protest com- 
pany plans to introduce new 
plans That reduce the size of flight 
crews from three to two. 

A spokesman for ANA said 
312 domestic flights would have 
to be cancelled, inconveniencing 
more than 50.000 travellers. 

"Even if the strike goes on for 
the full 24 hours, international 
flights will not be affected." he 
said. . _ tl , 

JAL said union stafT walked 
oiT all domestic and some inter- 
national flights out of Tokyo s 
Naritaand Haneda airports, but 
services were operating 
smoothly with senior adminis- 
trative staff taking the place of 
strikers. 


"The price issue is difficult, but it will 
be solved. Qatari authorities know that 
if it is not solved, the whole deal could 
collapse/’ a Gulf-based oil industry 
official said. 

However, other analysts believe 


Qatar General Petroleum Corporation 
(QGPC), which has started developing 
the world’s biggest single natural gas 
field, might decide not to sell the gas it 
they think the price is too low. 

"There is a school of thought in 
Qatar which would prefer to wait until 
the year 2000 for natural gas demand to 
increase, rather than to sell at a price 
which is not attractive to them now. 
one analyst said. 

The sources said Qatar's plans to sell 
natural gas to its neighbours, especially 


to Dubai and maybe to Oman and 
Kuwait, are still possible, but progress 
was slow due to costs of constructing 
pipelines and to uncertainty over the 
price of gas in the long term. 

A team from QGPC had travelled to 
Japan lasL February to present the 
details of a plan to supply around six 
million tonnes per year of LNG for 20 
years to three Japanese power compan- 
ies. Another round of discussions with 
prospective buyers in Japan is planned 
for May, the sources said . 


Japanese companies plan to use 
natural gas for power generation in the 
next few decades as it is a relatively 
clean source of energy. 

But producers in the Pacific area can 
compete with Qatar on prices to Japan 
due to lower transportation costs. 

The cost of the Qatar project is 
estimated at $6 billion, including field 
development, gas plants and tankers. It 
would take up to five years to complete. 

QGPC has a 70 per cent share in 
Qaiargas. which was set up In 1984 to 


market LNG. Other shareholders are 
British Petroleum. Total-CFP of 
France, Japan’s Marubeni, and Mitsui 
and Company Ltd. all with 7.S per cent 
each. 

"Qatar is now evaluating the long- 
term LNG sales price in relation to 
what it can earn if it utilises the gas at 
home,” an oil industry analyst said. 

Natural gas from the first phase 
development of the North Field, which 
lies under shallow waters of the Gulf 
offshore Qatar, will start flowing next 


year, but it will initially be used for 

domestic needs. „ . .... „ 

Qatar will use most of the 500 million 
cubic metres of gas to be produced in 
the first phase in power generation ana 
desalination plants and to develop its 
existing and future local industries to 
diversify its economy. 

It plans to expand its petrochemicals 
and fertilizer plants and sell gas to a 
planned aluminium smelter which will 
initially be set up without any Qatari 
financial participation. 


Saudis appoint new governor for Opec 

American oil 
prices rise 


HOUSTON, April 17, (Reuter): 
US oil prices rose moderately in 
cautious trade ahead of a meet- 
ing of three Opec Gulf producers 
today in the Saudi Rea Sea port 
of Jeddah. 

May West Texas Intermediate 
crude oil rose a modest seven 
cents a barrel on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange to dose at 
517.85 a barrel while unleaded 
gasoline futures jumped 1.66 
oents to 60.21 cents a gallon for 
May delivery. 

At the start of themonth, May 
crude oil futures were trading 
around 520.30, before tumbling 
to as low as 516.25 a barrel on 
news of a glut in global crude 
inventories. 

Traders and analysts 
attributed yesterday's modest 
rise to technical consolidation 
after last week’s volatile sessions 
and quiet shortcovering on news 


that key members of the Organ- 
isation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries — Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait — will meet today to 
discuss the current slide in world 
oil prices. 

WTI dropped to a 14-month 
low of SI 6.25 last week on a per- 
ception that markets were over- 
supplied as Opec oil production 
soared to 24 million barrels per 
day. 

Cash markets were par- 
ticularly quiet yesterday because 
the international petroleum 
exchange in London was closed 
for Easter Monday. 

Analysts said players were 
buying unleaded gasolinefutures 
on the Nymex against crude oil 
because gasoline affairs to be the 
only member of the energy com- 
plex that shows signs of 
improvement ahead of the US 


summer driving season. 

"Gasoline has a chance of sus- 
taining itself in the short term.’’ 
said Jayne Ball with New Cen- 
tury Resources in New York. 

Unlike traditional futures 
contracts, traders of spread deals 
can profit from a rise in gasoline 
futures with out tying up the same 
amount of capital and thereby 
reduce their risk. 

Cash market traders said news 
those Opec producers would 
meet today inspired some market 
participants to cover short posi- 
tions in case the group makes an 
announcement. 

Meanwhile. Saudi Arabia has 
appointed a senior government 
official to Opec's board of gover- 
nors. replacing former Deputy 
OH Minister Abdel-Aziz AI 
TurkL a Saudi official said yes- 
terday. 


Iran to invest $5.71 b 

Plans to develop oil industry 


TEHRAN, April 17, (Opecna): Iran plans to invest 
$5.71 billion in the development of the National 
Petroleum Industry in the current five-year plan 
(1990-95), according to Deputy Oil Minister Ahmad 
Rahgozar. 

In an interview published by a local magazine, he 
said $1 billion would be allocated to the giant 
unfinished Bandar Khomeini petrochemical 
project, addiag that various changes had been made 
in the venture, "including its original aims and 
plans." He did not elaborate. 

He said half a million tons of the total production 
ofthc plant would be exported and the remaining 2. 5 
million tons would be set aside to meet domestic 
needs. 

Giving details of the former joint iran-Japan 
venture which suffered heavy damage during the 
war, Rahgozar said that after the Gulf ceasefire, the 
Japanese partners were invited to complete the 
work, but they were reluctant to do so. After discus- 
sions. the Japanese shares were acquired by (ran. 
The project would now be completed by Iran. It is 
said to have already cost over S4.5 billion. 

He said several foreign companies had been 
approached to take up the management and act as 
con tractors orsu b-oon tractors to cond uct the act ual 
implementation, but nothing was yet final. He hin- 
ted, however, that the decision was likely to be in 
favour of South Korea. 

The deputy minister said that SI billion would be 


earmarked for the semi-finished Arak petro- 
chemical project which was expected to reach com- 
pletion in 1 992. Another half-built project, the Isfa- 
han aromatic plant, would be given 5300 million to 
enable it to come onstream in 1991. The Tabriz 
petrochemical project would be allocated 900 
million and built with foreign co-operation on a 
buy-back basis. 

As to the feasibility of building so many petro- 
chemical projects in the Gulf region, he pointed out 
that internal demand was very high and, therefore, 
the export aspect was of secondary importance. 

Rahgozar said Iran could put a variety of petro- 
chemical products on the world market. It was 
already exporting sulphur and ammonia to India. 
Morocco and Tunisia and would soon be in a 
position to export methanol, liquefied gas and fertil- 
isers. 

Rahgozar said lack of sufficient expertise and 
technical and management know-how was 
detrimental to any industry and Iran still had to 
obtain some essential know-how from abroad. A 
company had been set up in Shiraz for planning and 
engineering research and design. 

"There is still a long way for us to with regard to 
designing and building all the equipment we need," 
he added. 

Rahgozar disclosed that seven out of nine of 
Iran's petrochemical plants were damaged during 
the Gulf war and production had fallen to half a 
million tons a year. 


Lightweight battery invented 


TOKYO, April 17. ( Reuter): Japanese carmaker 
Isuzu Motors has invented a battery it says can be 
recharged in 10 seconds and produces 20 times 
more power for its weight than conventional 
batteries. 

Isuzu and Fuji Electrochemical, which jointly 
announced the development yesterday, expect to 
start commercial sales of Lhe battery in two years, 
a spokesman for Isuzu said today. 

They have already produced a 1.2 volt, coin- 
sized version on a trial basis, he said. 

The battery uses activaied carbon and diluted 
sulphuric acid and should cause fewer environ- 
mental problems than mercury-based and other 
conventional types of battery’, he said. 


The new battery may be produced in different 
shapes and may be used in home appliances as 
well as cars, the spokesman said. 

Isuzu Motors, which is 3S2 percent owned by 
General Motors of the United States, is develop- 
ing an electric car using the new battery, he said, 
adding that conventional car batteries generally 
need eight or more hours to recharge. 

Isuzu developed the battery on its own 
initially, then jointly developed prototypes with 
Fuji Electrochemical, the spokesman said. 

Isuzu shares were quoted on the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange today at bids of 720 yen S4.50 each, 
after closing trade yesterday at 650 yen ($4.06). 
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A large International Company 
requires a person for 

Reception / 
Customer 
Service Duties 

The person we seek must be: 

1) Fluent in English & Arabic 
(both written & verbal) 

2) Smart in appearance 

3) Conscientious & hard-working 

For an interview, call: 5317486 
between 8 am and 3 pm 
Thursday 19th April 1990 only. 


Jardaneh to 
London for 
debt talks 

AMMAN, April 17. (Reuter): Jor- 
dan's Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneb left for London yesterday for 
debt rescheduling talks with banks 
grouped in tbe London Club of com- 
mercial creditors. an official said. 

He gave no further details of tbe 
talks, due to open tomorrow. 

Jardaneh said recently that Jordan 
expected to sign a long-delayed 
accord with commercial banks 
grouped in the dub by mid-April, 

? aving the way for new loans of up to 
SO million. 

Bankers involved in the deal have 
confirmed that prospects for the new 
money had improved. 

In March. Jordan repaid the last 
part of London Gub arrears of 580 
milli on originaily due by the end of 
1989, and plans to use any new 
money partly to cover 1990 interest 
due to banks. 

The London Gub steering com- 
mittee agreed in November the fresh 
loans would carry interest at 13/16 
point over Libor to bepaid at the end 
of their three-year term, diplomats 

Jordan, wrestling with an 58 
billion foreign debt, won IMF 
approval last week for its progress on 
a year-old econo m ic reform plan, 
charing the way for payment of the 
next tranche of a 577 milli on standby 
credit. 


Dollar climbs further 


TOKYO. April 17, (Reuter): The yen finished weaker in 
Tokyo today, and currency jitters forced share prices down 
from their earlier highs to dose Uttlechanged. 

The dollar closed at 159.83 yen and 1.6816 West Ger- 
man marks after 159.32 yen and 1.6783 marks at the New 
York Monday close. 

"The market bad confidence in the dollar's strength, but 
was wary of central bank intervention," said Makoto 
Omori, vice president at Security Pacific National Bank. 

The dollar gained on fresh buy orders inTokyo but the 
upward thrust ran out of steam just before hitting tbe 160- 
yen resistance line, traders said. 

The key 225-share Nikkei index eased a bare 1 .58 points 
to 28,461 .60 after tumbling 750.74 points yesterday. 

The index had climbed as many as 350 points by midday, 
but the Easter holiday overseas and toe ailing yen kept 


trade thin, and thus added to volatility, brokers said. 

"The general feeling in the market seems to be that the 
market has already bottomed out, but there is just no 
energy to sustain any gains." said Tetsuya Fukami, head of 
equities at Shearson Lehman Hutton Asia. 

Turnover was a modest 400 million shares, up from 
yesterday's very thin 230 million. 

Market players seemed to shrug off any possible good 
news in favour of- the more constant bad news. Japan s 
March money supply data released today showed an 
annual rate ofincrease of 1 1.6 per cent compared to 11-8 
per cent in February. 

“The slight shrinkage as well as cheap ou prices could 
help quell inflationary worries, butin vestors are chostng to 
ignore potential positive signs now," said one foreign 
broker. 



Mkkd stock avenge: 2846 L60 

(-1-S8) 

Volume. 400 mil shs 
Yen exchange rate: 1 59.83 
Name of stock Q Ch 

Ad van test Corp 5200 +100 

Ajinomoto 2030 0 

Alps Electric 2220 + 10 

Amada 1470 +20 

Asahi Chcm Ind 847 — 2 

Asahi Glass 1700 + 10 

CItohCo-. 775 - 3 

Canon Inc. 1710 0 

Casio Comp 1580 —20 

Dai Nippon Printing 2040 - 40 

DaiicmSeiyakn 2570 - 30 

Dainippon Ph 2530 + 10 

Daismnku Corp 1650 0 

Eisai 1830 —60 


FanucLtd. 
Fuji Photo 
Fujitsu Ltd. 
Hitachi Credit 
Hitachi Koki 
Hita ch i Ltd. 
Hitachi Metal 
Honda Motor 
ItoYokado Co 


6940 -140 


Kawasaki HI 
Kobe Cast Iron 
Kokusai Elec. 
Komatsu Ltd. 
Kyocera Corp 
Marui * 
Matsushita Ind 
Mai Electric 


4930 -140 
1020 -10 
7220 -100 
2730 +10 
3680 - 60 
2110 -80 


Mazda MC 
Mitsubishi Corp 
Mitsubishi Estate 
Mitsubishi H I 
Mitsui RE 
MizunoCorp 
MochidaPh 
Mori Seiki Co. 

NEC Corp 
Nikon Corp 
Nippon Shin Co 
Sumitomo Elec Ind. 
S. Metal Ind. 

Takeda Chemical 
TDK Corp 
Toltio Marine & Fire 
Tokyo Elec Power 
Tokyo Electron Ltd 
Toppas Printing 
Toray Ind Inc. 
Toshiba Corp 
Toyota Motor 
Yaskawa Elec 


850 +31 
1330 + 20 
1540 0 

930 + 30 
1700 -10 
1570 +10 
3780 - 220 
3600 +130 


6380 - 120 
1430 +20 
3920 - 
3840 -150 


Turkey finds oil 

ANKARA. April 17. (Reuter): Turkey bas struck oil in a new well near 
the southeastern town of Kahta. State Minister MehmetKecedtersaid 
yesterday. 

“The Turkish Petroleum Corporation (Tpao) has found oil in a new 
well which will produce 1,200 bands per day," KecedLer told the 
opening session of a Turkish Petroleum Congress- 

Turkey. which consumes 21 J million tonnes of ofl a year, produced 
2.88 million tonnes oferude. mainly in the southeast area bordering Iran, 
‘ Iraq and Syria, in 1989. 

More than 2,000 people have been killed in the southeast since the 
Marxist Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) launched its independence 
campaign six years ago. Katha is outside the PKX’s normal theatre of 
operations. 

About 40 people have been reported killed so far this month in tbe 
most violent start to any year since 1984. 

About 25 oil firms are currently operating in Turkey, most of them 
affiliates of foreign companies, including N.V. T urkse Shell and Arco 
Turkey Inc. 

Chevron International Ltd (Turkey) is h'kely to decide next month 
whether to go ahead with a 510.5 million search for oQ in the southeast 
□ear the Iraqi frontier, the sources said. 

COMPUTER 

OPERATORS 

REQUIRED 

FOR MAJOR TRADING COMPANY 
IN KUWAIT 

To work in an IBM 4331 installation 
under DOS/VSE, CiCS environment 
in the process of a changeover to an 
AS400 environment. 

Job requires working in shifts. 
Interested persons with transferable visa 
should apply to: 

The Personnel Manager, 

P.O. Box 485, 13005, Safat 
or telephone 4714166 (8am - 2pm) 


For professional high quality 
photography using the very latest 
? /equipment inour large.purpose 

built studio- 

For creative still life, brochures, 
promotional and industrial photography. 
Excellent slide copies from fiat artwork, 

3 5mm to 5 x4 inch, black and white 
printing and processing. 

For a complete professional photographic 
service, ring Mark on 48 1 3 5 66 ext 2 3 5 . 
And see how our images can help yours. 
The Imago makers 
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Train fora new, more rewarding career with an ICS Home Study \ 
Course. Enfoy expert tuition In the comfort of your own home 
and study at the pace that suits you. ICS has over 90 years 
experience In home study courses and is the largest 
correspondence school in the world. 

Over the years we've helped nearly 9 million people to 
Improve their job prospects. Easy payment plans are available 
on all courses. 

Find out how we can help you. Simply post today for your 
FREE INFORMATION PACK on the course of your choice. 

No obligation. 1 


CHOOSE FROM OVER 60 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


General Interest 


Catering & Gourmet Cooking 
Creative Art 
commercial Art 
cartooning 
interior Design 
Dressmaking 
Pattern Cutting l Design 
Beauty care & Personality 
Short Storywriting 
Freelance Journalism 
practical Photograpny 
Beginners Guitar 
Fashion Merenanci ising 
Embroidery 

Religious studies 
Good English 
Astronomy 

soft Fumisnings & Textiles 
Fitness S Nutrition 
Child Day care 
Adult Skins - working with 
words 

Adult Skills — Working with 
Numbers 


GCE/GCSE 


Royal Horn Society Exams, 
intensive Market Gardening 
complete Gardening 
General Agriculture 


business Management 
Book-keeping a Accountancy 
Private secretarial Practice 
Speed hand 

Running your own Business 
Marketing 

Personnel Management 

Advertising 

Public Relations 

Supervision 

Salesmanship 

Stonekeeolng 

Executive Assistant 

Typing 


Motorcycle Maintenance 
Automobile Engineer ing 

Choose from over 
40 'O' & 'A' level Courses 

TUITION GUARANTEED 


city a Guilds Basie Mechanical 
Engineering 

Comprehensive "Building 
Technical Drawing 
Refrigeration a Air conditioning 
ice cream Technology - 
Firearms Repair 
carpentry & Joinery - 
Anatomy 


Computer programming 


introd uction to computer 
Programming 


BASIC Programming 
COBOL Programming 
Computer information Systems 


ocy a Guilds Basic Electronic 
Engineer i ng 

Radio, Audio A TV Servicing 
Electrical Engineering 
El ectr i c a l contracting & 
installations 

city a Guilds Radio Amateurs 1 1 


Course of Interest 
Mr/Mrs/Ms/MIss _ 
Address:’ 


International Correspondence Schools, _ 
Dept YBT, 312/314 High Street, Sutton, J 
Surrey smi ipr. England. ,>■ 
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BUSINESS 

Bush prods 
Congress to 
■approve aid 
for Panama 

faTa ^“'^^Bush.'t^ing'io 
From 3 or , ei S? policy priority 

m^LV Cg,slative ^ajam. 

markwl the approaching «id of 
£ e congressional Easter recess 
Monday with a renewed call for 
Passage of aid to Panama and 

Nicaragua and of course 
Manama, too, need these funds,” 
ousn told a gathering of business 
ana other groups interested in 
«w,r^£ a ® uan development, 
with democracy at stake, there 
is simply no time for delay.” 
Before breaking for Easter 
early this month. Congress failed 
to meet an April 5 target dale set 
by Bush for approval of $800 
million to help the new 
democratic governments of Pan- 
ama and Nicaragua rebuild their 
ravaged economies. 

Though the House approved 
W20 million of the S500 million 
Bush sought for Panama and the 
fill] $300 million he requested for 
Nicaragua, Senate consideration 
of the package has bogged down 
in a sharp debate over foreign aid 
priorities. 

A fight has been brewing in the 
Senate, where the foreign aid 
subcommittee headed by Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, DemocratofVer- 
mont, may consider the adminis- 
tration request later this week. 

Leahy has complained that the 
5800 million gives undue impor- 
tance to Panama and Nicaragua 
at the expense of emerging 
democracies in Eastern Europe. 
With foreign aid dollars in 
increasing demand around the 
world. Senate Democratic leader 
George Mitchell has said he 
wants Bush to submit a long- 
term plan before acting on the 
requests for Panama and 
Nicaragua. 

Nine days away from the 
inauguration of Nicaraguan 
President-elect Violela 
Chamorro, Bush reaffirmed the 
US commitment to respond in 
“Nicaragua’s hour of need” and 
said “government aid alone can- 
not solve all the problems.” 

“The business of democracy- 
building is a task that requires 
strong and steady support from 
the private seclor,” he said in 
urging private investment to help 
repair an economy “slowly 
strangled by a system of central 
control and mismanagement.” 

The Nicaraguan economy is in 
a state of collapse from almost a 
decade of civil war between the 
US-backed Contra rebels and 
the outgoing Marxist-led San- 
dinista regime, its problems 
exacerbated by US sanctions. 

Bush, however, said there is "a 
new sense of confidence in 
Nicaragua" that must be nur- 
tured with US assistance. 

A senior administration 
official, briefing reporters on the 
scheduled visit to the White 
House today by Honduran 
President Rafael Leonardo 
Callejas. also took time to try to 
prod Congress into action on the 
aid package. 

“We think that it would be a 
very unfortunate message for 
Congress to send to Mrs 
Chamorro not to have this on the 
president’s desk by herf April 25) 
inauguration.” the official said. 
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Exchange Rates 


Indian rupee — 17.080 

Sri Lankan rupee - - 7.440 

Pakistani rupee 13.660 

Bangladesh raJu - 8.620 

US dollar - -29440 

Pound sterling — 47975 

IIAE dirham 080 1 1 

Deutsche mark - 17520 

Japanese yen 001849 


Cautious economic revival amid scars of ethnic uprisings 


Lanka’s foreign investment surges 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, April 17, 
(AP): Tourists are returning to Sri Lan- 
ka’s palm-fringed beaches and foreign 
investmentis risingas ihisisland nation 
cautiously climbs out of seven years of 
ethnic violence. 

The foreign investment, bedrock of 
the island economy, is on the upswing 
with the apparent end of armed 
rebellions by Sinhalese nationalists and 
Tamil separatists. 

And the return of the tourists to its 
Indian Ocean resorts has triggered 
hope ofa rebound in the largest foreign 
exchange earning industry, which has 
been slumping after seasons of empty 

hotel rooms. 

“There has been an economic tur- 
naround.” said Neelan Tiruchelvam. a 
lawyer and respected political analyst. 
“The balance of payments has 
improved considerably and Lhe stock 
market is buoyant.” 


The Colombo Stock Exchange 
reported April 12 that its all-share 
index had reached 326. its highest level 
ever. The index has risen I5t.5 points 
since the beginning of the year. 

There were no official figures for the 
country's balance of payments, which 
reached a staggering 5.8 billion rupee 
(S 146.2 million) deficit for the first six 
months of 1989. 

But Tiruchelvam said the deficit had 
been curtailed by increased remittances 
from Sri Lankans working abroad, bet- 
ter trade and an increase in the prices of 
tea. one of the country's principal 
exports. 

Last year, an uprising by Sinhalese 
extremists derailed the country 's econ- 
omy. Officials and diplomats agree 
privately that the government of 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa was 
close to being overthrown before a 
wave of reprisal killings crushed the 


militants. 

The government said strikes and 
attacks on economic targets by 
militants of the pro-Sinhalese People’s 
Liberation Front cost Sri Lanka at least 
14 billion rupees (S350 million), or 5.5 
per cent of its gross domestic producL 
The North and East of the nation, 
dominated by the Tamil minority, 
appears to be shrugging ofF the effects 

of a seven-year war for independence 

bv Tamil rebels. 

The militants and the government 
agreed to a ceasefire last summer, and 
the guerrillas almost immediately 
began speaking of plans to put the 
region’s mostly agricultural economy 

back on its feet. 

Revenue was lost because the 
rebellions frightened off tourists and 
investors. 

“We were beginning to worry,” said 
Terrence S. Cold ham. managing direc- 


tor of Nunan Sapphire Ltd., an Aus- 
tralian mining firm that is-setting up a 
sapphire processing plant with an 
investment of $455,000. 

“Our commitment in Sri Lanka 
hadn't changed either way. but we were 
afraid we wouldn't succeed.” he said. 

But now. Coldham said, the situa- 
tion on the island has undergone a vast 
change. “The improvement in the 
whole country is fantastic." be said. 
“It’s in the air. Even the streets are 
cleaner.” 

“Wc get about 20 inquiries a day,” 
said Bandula Fernando, a senior 
executive in the greater Colombo Econ- 
omic Commission, the regulatory body 
for foreign investment in Sri Lank a. 
“Of course, very few translate into 
projects, but the interest is tremen- 
dous.” 

Fernando said the major attractions 
for a foreign investor were the low cost 


of labour.- the wide use of English and 
Sri Lanka's location on major sea 
routes linking southeast Asia with the 
West. . 

“Ultimately the investor decides oil 
his balance sheet, so we are trying to 
give him all theixiventrves we can.” he 
said. 

The government last December 
announced an industrial policy desig- 
ned to re-establish and maintain the 
rapid economic growth registered bet- 
ween 1977, when the country discarded 
socialism fora more market-responsive 

economy, until 1983. when the ethnic 
violence began. 

The government measures included 
continuing a flexible rate of exchange, 
tax deferrals for most projects, and 
incentives for market promotion, 
research and development. 

Meanwhile, the Tourism department 
said there were 52.960 visitors in the 


• first three months of 1 990. up more 
than double from the same period last 

yC ?n all of 1 989. 184.732 tourists visited 
the sun-drenched tropical island and 
pumped in about $80 million, accord- 
ing to the department’s records. The 
1 989 arrivals were about 50 percent for 
the annual figures before the troubles 

k^The government really has no 
choice,” said a Sri Lankan diplomat 
who previously was an executive of the 
government’s foreign investment 

“The only wav to stay one step ahead 
of ethnic troubles is creating enough 
wealth to share.” he said speaking on 
condition of not being ldenufied fur- 
ther. “The wars really spring from 
socio-economic problems. Boost- 
ing the economy will stave olf any 
resurgence.” 


Economic reforms likely to result in steep price hikes 

Soviets consider 
55 pc business tax 


MOSCOW, April 17, (UPI): 
Supreme Soviet deputies reacted 
harshly Monday to a govern- 
ment proposal for a 55 per cent 
tax on all slate and co-operative 
businesses as part of the coun- 
try's economic reforms. 

Economist Viktor Yaro- 
shenko, a member of the 
parliamentary body, called the 
tax proposal’ “confiscational in 
nature” and said it would derail 
President Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
perestroika reforms by eliminat- 
ing incentives for enterprises to 
make money. 

Government officials have 
said in the past a high tax on 
enterprises would be part of the 
economic reform package, but 
Monday's debate was the first on 
a specific proposal. 

Yaroshenko, one of dozens of 


deputies opposing the proposal 
in debate Monday, said a 55 per 
cent lax was “not consistent with 
the aim proclaimed by tbe gover- 
nment — to accelerate the transi- 
tion to a market-oriented econ- 
omy.” 

He proposed a maximum tax 
of 35 per cent. Both his proposal 
and the government's would tax 
all businesses, both state enterpr- 
ises and semi-private co- 
operatives. at the same rate. 

Soviet Finance Minister 
Valentin Pavlov argued that if 
businesses were taxed at less than 
55 per cent, the government 
would not have enough money 
for major social programmes 
that have already been approved 
by the Supreme SovieL 

The government is also 
worried about how to deal with a 


budget deficit, estimated last 
year at SI 92 billion at the inflated 
official rate. 

Pavlov said a lower Lax would 
also result in enterprises having 
more money and mean higher 
wages without increased produc- 
tion. thereby boosting inflation. 

Soviet officials have warned in 
the last several weeks that the 
economic reforms are likely to 
result in steep price hikes if Lhe 
market is allowed to set prices. 

Under the current system, 
prices generally have no relation 
to cost of production or demand 
because they are artificially set by 
government ministries. Food 
subsidies alone take up 15 per 
cent of the budget. 

Gorbachev's Presidential 
Council and Federation Council 
have been meeting during the 


past week to discuss a total over- 
haul of tbe country's price struc- 
ture. 

The debate on the tax proposal 
was adjourned until Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, a senior Soviet 
lawmaker said up to 70 per cent 
of state-owned industries will 
soon be leased to work collec- 
tives or individual owners and 70 
per cent of the prices will be seLby 
the market. 

Pavel Bunich, deputy chair- 
man of the Soviet Parliamentary 
Committee on Economic 
Reform, urged quick reforms but 
said Thursday he did not want 
the kind of “shock treatment” of 
rapid price hikes and high unem- 
ployment that Poland is 
experiencing and which has been 
predicted for the Soviet Union as 
well. 


Chase profits plummet 


J.P. Morgan’s up 


NEW YORK, April 17, lUPI): The Chase Manhattan 
Corp. said yesterday its profits dropped to 544 million or 
just 20 cents a share in the first quarter, down 67 per cent 
from tamings of Si 32 million or SI .27 a share in the year- 
previous quarter, mainly because of rising losses on com- 
mercial real estate Joans. 

J.P. Morgan & Co., meanwhile, reported net income of 
S399 million or $2.09 a share, up strongly from earnings of 
S 1 80 million or 96 cents in the year-ago quarter. M uch of 
the increase derived from a new accounting method in 
listing gains on interest rate and currency swaps, it said. 

Manufacturers Hanover Corp.. another New York 
money centre bank, said it had first quarter profits of $96 
million, down 6.8 per cent from earnings of SI 03 million in 
the year ago quarter. Net income per share was Si. 21, 
compared to SI .84 a share m the year-previous quarter. 

Chase added S225 to loan loss reserves, against SI 50 
million in the year-ago period, citing “deterioration ... in 
certain domestic commercial real estate markets. “It wrote 
off S325 in loans in the quarter, against SI 59 million in the 
year-ago period. 

Chase warned that, “Ifeconomicconditions in domestic 
commercial real estate markets deteriorate further, it is 
likely that the provision for possible credit losses will 
continue at relatively high levels. ” 

Net interest income was S814 million, ofT from $829 
million in the year-ago period. Non-interest income — 
mainly fees and trading profits — rose to 5468 million, 
compared to S42Q million in the year-ago quarter. 

Operating costs rose S76 million from the year-ago 
quarter to S952 million, partly reflecting new credit card 
portfolio acquisitions. 

Ofloan chargeoffs in the quarter. S 100 million stemmed 
from an exchange of SI. I billion in Mexican debt for debt- 
reduction bonds under the US-backed Mexican debt- 
reduction deal concluded this year. 

Chase listed nonperforming domestic loans — those on 
which neither interest nor principal payments were being 
made — of SI. 67 billion compared to Si. 23 billion at the 
end of the year-ago quarter. Of that. S884 million was in 
real estate loans, up 58 per cent from S561 million a year 
earlier. 


Morgan chairman Dennis Weatheraone voiced satis- 
faction with the results. His bank lost SI .28 billion in 1 989. 
largely because of a S2 billion third-quarter addition to 
Third World loan-loss reserves. 

Morgan's portfolio of non performing loans shrank to 
51.09 billion at the end of the first quarter from 51.97 
billion a year before. Non performing loans other than to 
developing nations stood at SI 54 million, against $263 
million. Morgan added S10 million to reserves in both 
quarters. 

“We are pleased with the strong trading results and the 
continual growth of business activities with relatively 
steady revenue streams, such as investment management 
and operational services.” be said. Weatherstone said 
corporate finance fees drclmcd as economic activity 
slowed. 

Morgan said the accounting change on swaps added 
S230 million after taxes to profits. It said the new method, 
taking longstanding profits, "conforms with tbe practices 
prevalent among other fin a nci a l institutions. ” 

Under tbe modification, “net interest revenue from 
trading swap results are determined on a market value 
basis and classified as other trading revenue.” 

Swaps, arrangements under which a credit facility or 
currency may be borrowed or km out for for an agreed- 
upon fee. allow finance and treasury officers to minimise 
interest income of S266 million, against S299 million in the 
year -previous quarter, and non-interest income of S716 
million, up from 5683 million such profits in the year-ago 
quarter. 

Operating expenses rose 1 1 per cent to 5485 million, 
against $436 million in the year-previous quarter. The rise 
included a 7 per cent hike m salaries and expenses, and 
costs of occupying a new' headquarters building. 

Manufacturers Hanover reported interest income of 
S373 million in the first quarter, against 362 million in the 
year-ago quarter. It added S73 million to loan-loss 
reserves, against 587 million in the year-ago quarter. 

It bad quarterly noemterest income of 5326 million, 
compared to 5319 million m the year-earlier quarter. 
Manufacturers said. 


Syndicate 
to give loan 
to Delhi 

TOKYO, April 17, (UPI): An 
international group of 1 1 banks 
has agreed to extend a $50 
million loan to the Industrial 
Credit and Investment Corp. of 
India, a Japanese partner said 
today. 

The Industrial Bank of Japan 
said the group includes nine 
Japanese banks, Italy’s fnstituto 
Bancario san Paolo Di Torino 
and KDB International Ltd of 
South Korea. 

The loan is repayable over 
eight years, including a four-year 
grace period, at an annual 
interest rate set at the London 
interbank offered rate of 8.625 
per cent plus a spread of 0.25 per 
cent. 

Meanwhile, Japan has agreed 
to gram Indonesia a total of 
3. 164 million yen (S20.4 million) 
to finance agricultural, medical 
and other projects in the country, 
the foreign ministry has announ- 
ced. 

The ministry said 1.7 billion 
yen (SI 1 million) will be used for 
the purchase of fertilizer, agricul- 
tural chemicalsand machinery to 
increase food production as part 
of the country's fifth five-year 
plan. 

The ministry said 500 milli on 
yen ( S3 .2 million) will be set aside 
for the purchase of equipment to 
control malaria. 



A Leading Kuwaiti Contracting 
Company 

requires to fillup the foiiowing 
positions for its various 
construction and industrial 
maintenance projects 


******* 


First Sony shop opens, in .Belgrade . , 

Akio Morita chairman of theSony Corporation with his wife attheopening ceremony of the first Sony shop in 
Belgrade. Morita also met with Yugosrav Prime Minister Ante Markovic during his two day business visit to 

Yugoslavia. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Investment 
in US lauded 

WASHINGTON, April 17, 

(UPI): Japanese automobile 
manufacturing in the United 
States is creating a more com- 
petitive marketplace, more jobs 
for American workers and a 
lower trade deficit, a study fun- 
ded by the Automobile Impor- 
ters of America Inc. said Mon- 
day. 

With Japanese direct invest- 
ment in US auto manufacturing 
in the 1980s, “the US auto indus- 
try has been transformed from a 
three-firm oligopoly into a more 
competitive market with many 
producers." according to the 
study by Robert 2. Lawrence, a 
senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution think tank. 

The report contended that so- 
called Japanese “transplant” 
factories and US automakers’ 
response to them “have allowed 
the recovery of competitiveness 
in an industry in which it had 
seriously eroded." 

The study noted that foreign 
direct investment in the US vehi- 
cle industry has helped to lower 
America’s trade shortfall by 
providing the US market with 
Japanese- brand vehicles that 
otherwise would have been 
imported. 


US manufacturers still lag in several areas 


Can American carmakers ever catch up to Japan? 


DETROIT, April 17. (UPI): Not 
long ago, America’s big three 
automakers left by the roadside a 
chance to debate whether their 
cars are as good as those builL by 
their Asian counterparts. 

That evening, Lee lacocca was 
to appear on ABC television’s 
"Nightline" show on competi- 
tion between the United States 
and Japanese auto industry. But 
the outspoken Chrysler Corp. 
chairman, now on a six-city tour 
to convince Americans that 
Chryskr cars are just as good as 
Japanese models, was not seen. 

lacocca’s request to appear 
Jive in the studio was denied by 
tbeshow’s prod ucers, who said it 
would give him an advantage 
over other guests linked electron- 
ically from other locations. 

So those who stayed up to 
watch “Nightline" that evening 
were left with lhe common per- 
ception that while American cars 
have improved in quality, Japan 
still is way out in front by giving 
buverewhal they want. 

And those impressions were 
largely reinforced because lop 


executives of Toyota's and Hon- 
da's US operations stepped in 
and monopolised the show, with 
virtually no counterattack from 
Detroit. 

So much for "Advantage: 
Chrysler,” which happens to be 
the No. 3 carmaker’s latest 
advertising theme. 

“Everything from Japan is 
perfect, everything from 
America is lousy,” lacocca is 
heard telling his management 
team in those ads. “The truth is 
we’ve got advantages over the 
Japanese in every car we make, 
but nobody knows it. And that’s 
going to change." 

Many consumers are convin- 
ced the Asians already have 
obliterated the competition from 
any Detroit automaker in some 
parts of the US car market. 

The numbers show it Cars 
built by Japanese and South 
Korean automakers both here 
and abroad took 27.3 per cent of 
the US car market last year, up 
from 25.3 percent in 1988 and 22 
percent in 1986. 

Much of the gain was in the 


large compact sedan market, 
where Honda’s Accord was the 
top selling nameplate last year — 
a first for a Japanese automaker, 
although the Accord is domes- 
tically built. 

“That is where we have the 
biggest disadvantage.” said one 
Ford Motor Co. product plan- 
ner. who conceded Ford will not 
be truly competitive in the com- 
pact sedan market until it comes 
out with a new Tempo and T opaz 
for 1 994 — cars now being desig- 
ned by Ford of Europe. 

In the sports coupe market, the 

Mitsubishi Eclipse outsold the 
Plymouth Laser by nearly 22 per 
cent last month despite the 
Plymouth being offered at five 
times as many US dealerships as 
the Mitsubishi version. 

This is particularly telling 
since the Eclipse and Laser are 
virtually identical cars built on 
the same assembly Jine at a n Illin- 
ois assembly plant jointly owned 
by Chrysler and Mitsubishi. 

Industry executives and 
analysts generally agree many 
buyers sttil think Japanese cars 


are better built, more com- 
petitive!} priced, and able to hold 
their resale value longer than 
.American models. 

But some of that may simply 
be perception lagging reality. 
"The car has become something 
like wheat in that it’s a com- 
modity grown around the 
world." said Arvid Jouppi, an 
industry analyst and founder of 
the Detroit automotive round- 
table. “You can make chocolate 
eclairs or spaghetti From wheal 
— in other words, make it into 
any level of taste or preference.” 

Here is how experts now rank 
Japanese and American cars in 
various categories: Quality — 
advantage: Japanese. 

Widespread reports about the 
abysmal quality of American 
cars during the early 1980s 
created ferule ground for Lhe 
Japanese to prove their meLtie 
and make tremendous inroads 
into Detroit’s domain. 

But US automakers insist that 
expected quality gains during the 
next several years will negate any 
advantage held by the Asians. 


“The best domestic cars are 
significantly belter than the 
worst Japanese cars," said Joel 
Pitcoff, a Ford sales analyst. 

StilL the Japanese hold the 
overall edge and are expected to 
for some time. 

"Americans have really 
caught up with Japanese on 
exteriors, with much better fit 
and finish.” said Michael Luckev 
of tbe Luckey Consulting Group 
inTappan. N.J. "But buyers still 
feel the Japanese have interiors 
that are better put together and 
fed nicer.” 

“Buyers are still distrustful of 
American cars.” said David 
Healy of the Barclays Investment 
Bank in New York, noting that 
while General Motors has made 
commendable strides in product 
quality, those who bought GM 
products three or four years ago 
may now be swearing* at them 
instead of by them, because of 
poor quality and durability. 

"On a scale of one to 100, the 
perception is the Japanese are 
very close to 98 and Americans 
somewhere about 80.” Jouppi 


said. “I would say boift are now 
in the area of 95 and 100, but I 
would still put the Japanese on 
top in that range." 

American carmakers have 
been working hard to dismantle 
perceptions about the price 
advantage Japanese cars are 
believed to have. 

"The price ad vantage actually 
switched to the Ame ricans from 
five or six years ago. when 
currency rates favoured the 
Japanese” said Luckey. “I don’t 
thmk that is generally perceived 
by the public ” 

Ford’s PitcofTsaid, “I think to 
a large extent buyers have a mis- 
perception about the cost advan- 
tage held by Japanese cars. 

“It is perpetuated to the extent 
that if buyers don't even shop 
American products, this percep- 
tion goes untested," Pitcoff said. 

"The Americans hold the 
advantage on the actual, or trait 
sac ted price,'" said Jouppi. - 
“Never have we had such a wide 
gap between the list price and the, 
actual price paid because of 
buyer rebates." 


(A) SENIOR SUPERVISOR — DESLUDGING 
(B) SUPERVISOR— DESLUDGING 
(C) SUPERVISOR — FIBREGLASS! NG 
<D) FIBREGLASS APPLICATORS 

Qualification & Experience: 

Should have a degree or diploma in 

Mechanical/ Chemical/ Petroleum 

Engineering or equivalent to their 

related experience as follows: 

(A) Senior Supervisor — should have 
minimum 8 years' experience in 
maintenance of Petroleum products 
storage tanks, including 5 years in 
cleaning and desludging works. 

(B) Supervisor desludging — should 
have minimum 5 years including 3 
years in cleaning and desludging. 

(C) Supervisor Fibreglassing — 

should have minimum 5 years in 
maintenance of Petroleum products 
tanks including 3 years in the field 
qf fibreglassing works. 

(D) Fibreglass applicators— should 
have elementary school education 
with at least 3 years' experience in 
thefield of Fibreglass applications 
and other insulations. 

Applicants should have valid transferable 
residence. 

Interested applicants should send their CV's to: 

Administration Manager 
P.O. Box: 21 998 - Safat 
13080 Safat - Kuwait 
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_ China strictly applies one-child rule to curb population growth 

War against ‘enemies in the womb’ 
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The expected baby boom .s a con- 
sequence of unchecked procreation under 
the rule or the late Chairman Mao 
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“b'wTdhss eer.«vuk\" In the 1950s Mao 
said people birth control was a plot hat- 
ched by C Tima's enemies. 

Only alter Mao's death in 1476 were 
widespread population curbs introduced 
loUtmi the unlltuun of extra mouths eating 
XM) at tThtnj's economic gams 

in Site year 2UU0 there will he 340 million 
women in China capable of having chil- 
dren up 35 million from Iasi year's figure 
The increase in women of child -bearing 
age, twice as fast as during two previous 
population explosions. wiU peak between 
ROW OEd 3942. 

China will overshoot its target of 1.2 
billion people in the year 2000. unless. 

policies arc strictly enforced, official press 

reports, say 

Fines, persuasion, education and 
outright bans are China's main weapons 
against what some Western cnmmentainrs 
have called "enemies in the womb.” 

Rewards of money or l3cd and praise 
are given to couples who vow to have only 
one chi id and extra cash is handed to those 
who prove their fervour by opting for 
sterilisation. 

This year's campaign aims to instil zeal 
info local officials to cafonx (he punish- 


merits and rewards, educate couple-, on the 
benefits of small families and persuade 
women to abort unauthorised babies. 

It will he target ted mainly at rural areas 
w here officials have winked at as many as 
three children in a family, after attempts to 
enforce the one-child rule led to the wide- 


sptead murder of baby girls. 

Sons are praised in ihe countryside as 
future breadwinners and inheritors of an 


ancient belief in ancestor worship. A 
family with no sons is a disgrace to its 
forebears. 

The problem is ignorance.” said Sben 
“Many people in the countryside just do 
not understand that it is for llteir ow n g»xxl 
and the benefit of China to have fewer 
children and best to have one.” 

The une-child rule will not be as rigidly 
enforced in rural ureas as it is in cities, but 
suit iMies must show an improvement from 
a current average of 2.S ojbtcs per rural 
family and 40 per cent of births being 
outside the slate plan, said Shen. 

He said local officials have much auton- 
omy in deciding punishments for couples 
who have too many children. 

"Normally the women are willing to 
abort, "nid Shen. "But if they are not (hen 


the local cadres come round to persuade 
them a lit tic.” 

For every two babies bom in China last 
year, one was aborted, said Shen The lime 
limit for abortions was normal!) three 
months into the pregnancy but some 
"‘Uurbborn” women resisted persuasion at 
first and had to have the foetus removed in 
its fourth month or later, he said. 

F mes for offenders were normally about 
JO per cent of wages for 10 years but could 
be increased according to "local condi- 
tions.” Shen said Reporu of much larger 
amounts are widespread. 

I wo Chinese provinces, Gansu and 
I.tuonuig. have banned mental!) retarded 
parents from having children and ordered 
sterilisations to "improve the quality of the 
population,” official newspapers have 
reported 

Family planning among China's 
national minorities will be strengthened. 
Shen said, but with exceptions 

"There will be no family planning 
propaganda in Tibet because the situation 
there is sensitive,” he said. 

Pro- in dependence demonstrations have 
flared several times in the Himalayan 
region ruled by China^nditscapiul Lhasa 
, is still under martial law. 


Mystery 


The manor of a hundred spooks 
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The peaceful surroun- 
ding of Borlev Rec- 
tory gave little indica- 
tion of the frights that 
hid inside its walls. But 
vicars . in ves ligating 
to psychic and passersby 
' have all experienced 
its chills ... even after it 
burned down. 

u 

By Marcus Blake 

IT was called The Most Haun- 
ted House in England — and it 
certainly deserved the reputa- 
tion. 

.Almost since the lime- it was 
built, in 1863, a startling variety 
of ghostly happenings in Borley 
Rectory have terrified occupants 
of the rambling Victorian 
residence. 

And in . some cases, the 
experiences has left them 
physically injured. 

Even after it burned down on 
the ntght of Feb 27, ! 939 Borley s 
ghosts were regularly reported 
and are still seen today. 

Ronald Russell, one of 
Britain’s lop ghost-hunters says: 
"Many people find the site 
oppressive and cold and chum of 
experiencing various chilling 
phenomena. In particular 
though, it is the ghost of a nun, 
said to have been murdered 700 
years ago. which is seen most. A 
phantom coach and horses is also 
often reported." 

And. when the rectory was 
destroyed by fire, some of its 
ghosts apparently moved to the 
nearby church. But nothing 
prepared Ronald Russell for the 
amazing results he achieved 
when he left sensitive recording 
equipment inside it one night 
with all entrances securely 
Jocked. , ' 

“When we played back the 
recording there were inexplicable 
sounds on it,” adds the ghost- 
hunter. "There* was a loud crash, 
as if some large metal object had 
been thrown to ibe ground, the 
sound of tearing paper and most 
chilling of all. a humanoid grunt 
that must have been made close 
to the microphone." 

Borley Rectory was built by a 
former Vicar of the parish, the 
Reverend Harry Bull, on the site 
of a previous rectory. According 
to local tradition a monastery 
stood there before ihat. It was 
said to be an ugly red-bnek mon- 
strosity and hardly added charm 
to the Utile Essex village. 

The vicar and his wife had 14 
children and it seems they all 
soon grew used to mysienom 
occurrences in their home which 
varied from eerie footstep 1 , Ow 
sound of tinkling bells in cmpiy 
rooms and unexplained appari- 
tions. including the phantom 



Bad omen. The gutted rum of creepy Borley Rectory, dubbed The Most Haunted House in Britain. 



Message: Samples ol t he mysterious 'writings on the wall' which suddenly appeared al Borley Rectory 

particular time for expecting the 
nun to appear, usually gliding 
across rhe lawn over a path that is 
now known as the "Nun’s 
Walk" 

It is said that it is that day, 
around 700 years ago. when the 
nun was horribly put to death 
after a love affair with a monk. 

The pair had tried to elope by 
horse drawn coach but were pur- 
sued and caught. The monk was 
hanged and the nun was walled 
up in a tiny room in her nearby 
consent to die a fingering death. 

The succession of vicars and 
their families who followed the 
Bulls in occupying Borley Rec- 
tory ail became convinced the 
place was haunted. 

Bui it was not until the 
Reverend Guy Smith lived there 
in 1929, that Borley hit the 
headlines and hecame famous. 

The vicar wrote to a national 
new spaper. describing the fright- 
ening phenomena he and his 
family had experienced and 
asked’ for help. The newspaper 
recruited Hum Price, a famous 
psychic investigator of the lime, 
to ’look into i: all. 

He found that the Reverend 
Smith and his wife were 
"intelligent, much-travelled and 
sceptical people." yet they insis- 
ted Borley was plagued with 
lerrifving inexplicable noises. 

Among their complaints were 



Ghoslbusters. A BBC film crew go on the hunt for spooks at Borley 
Rectory. They found plenty ol evidence ol supernatural activity. 


hair-raising whisperings close to 
their ears and the sound of a 
woman crying and dragging her 
footsteps. 

Ghostly lights went on and off 
in empty rooms, objects would 
disappear to he found blur in 
unexpected pUiccs. the phantom 
nun was a regular occurrence and 
a maid had seen the couch and 
horses dash across the lawn 
before disappearing into thin air. 

it was not long before Harry 
Price was experiencing Borley's 


hauniings for himself. 

Indeed, it seems the ghosts of 
the rectory went out of their way 
to prove their existence to the 
investigator. 

Soon after his arrival, he wat- 
ched to his astonishment a glass 
candlestick flout down the stairs 
and smash itself at his feel! 

As lie watched, keys jumped 
unaided out of their locks, 
servant bells rang without being 
touchcdand -more painfully - 
stones and pieces of slate would 


Impressed Famous psychic 
investigator Harry Price was 
called into unrave! the scary 
happenings at Bortey Rectory 
by the Reverend Guy Smith He 
too experienced the house's 
noises 

he thrown by unseen hands. 

When Price’s reports were 
published Borley .Rectory 
became one of Britain's most 
celebrated haunted sites. Crowds 
of sightseers flocked to the 
village, breaking down hedges 
for a view of the house and tram- 
pling over the lawn. 

Not surprisingly, within a 
month the vicar and bis family 
moved out. The rectory 
remained empty for 18 months 
and gradually it failed to make 
front-page news. 

Then, remarkably, the church 
authorities persuaded another 
parson, the Reverend Lionel 
Foysler, and his wife Marianne 
to move in. 

And as if making up for tost 
time, the Borley ghosts soon set 
to work on the new occupants. 
But now they were more violent. 

Marianne Foyster was pun- 
ched in the eye by a phantom fist 
and hit by a flying door-knob. 
The vicar was painfully awak- 
ened one night by a blow to the 
head from a hairbrush held in an 
unseen hand. 

Yet, they stayed put. recording 
every paranormal occurrence 
they experienced. After 1 5 mon- 
ths they had noted more than 
2,000 such incidents. Some were 
just simply irritating ghostly 
"practical jokes." Mrs Foyster's 
best teapot, for instance, was 
constantly disappearing and re- 
appearing. 

Just once the ghosts actually 
performed a good deed when 
they deposited a stack of hymn 
books from some unknown 
source on the kitchen floor. As 
the Borley Church was short of 
them, they came in handy! 

But chilling messages such as 
“Marianne - help get.” found 
scratched on waffs, and inex- 
plicable small tires in the build- 
ing, eventually forced the Foy- 
sters to attempt an exorcism. 

With the assistance of a fellow 
clergyman. Lionel Foyster 
moved from room to room in the 
house, sprinkling holy water and 
chanting prayers. But far from 
driving out the ghosts it seemed 
to make them angry. 



Uncle Sam says no to testing skills 
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•*lt is the motivation of not a few women but 
jlf women who might be involved in this ro 
encage in what 1 Call dwaplninl violence. even 
disciplined vengeance, which is really what 
we’re ulking about ,” she said. 

*ii’s the sustained combat environment 
which you’re not going to replicate under any 
set of cireaRisiances other than combat itself, 
she i old a Senate Defence Subcommittee. 

The admiral said she did not believe either the 
navy or Americans in pencrral were readyta lest 
women's combat ability by actually putting 
than in iL • 

Tests in Canada, which has begun putting 
women intocnrobai units, have found they can 
do the air force and navy combat jobs but most 


do pot have the stamina for day after day of 
infantry warfare, said Commander Judi ih Har- 
per who conducted the tests. 

"It is nou can you throw a grenade? Can you 
walk 40 miles? Can you carry a heavy back- 
pack?” said Harper, director of Canada's com- 
bat related employment of women < crew I 
programme. 

"It is: can you throw the grenade after 40 
miles of walking with the backpack" she said. 

She said more men can do it because of 
lifetimes or physical competition and said it 
would take years of raising girl s the same way to 
prepare them for infantry combat. 

One Canadian woman, private Heather Lrx- 
leben. is already prepared and is serving along- 


side men in a Canadian battle course and 40 
others dropped out when they saw how tough 
the training would be. 

Whether women can be efticcuve killers in 
warfare has not yet been detennined, Harper 

said. 

"We know women con be aggressive when 
don't know- what the eflect will be of women in 
combat.” 

Canada's Human Rights Commission ruled 
last month, following Harper's tests, that 
women must be integrated into Canadian com- 
bat units "with all due speed.” 

Norway, Denmark. Belgium and the Neth- 
erlands are also putting women into combat 
units. 
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Tr* ‘magic f.ngers' probe my shoulder blades for signs of ill-heailri. 

Cured by a ‘magic touch’ 
invented by the Egyptians ... 


AS 1 toy naked, face down on a couch. Annick 
Labour? uentis applied pressure to my spine and 
murmured This will cure any thing from a&thma to 
arthritis." 

Her nimble fingers probed my back and muscles 
with a magic touch trial Annick believes has been 
passed down front the days of the Pharoahs. 

For £ 1 5 a session, a patient gets the full treatment 
at her dime. And Annick claims that a crippled 
woman has walked normally again, food allergies 
have vanished under her hands and asthmatics have 
breathed freely . 

She said: "It's called Reconnective Therapy and 
has a 90 per cent success rate. The treatment is a 
combination of gentle massage and diet. The diet 
may seem weird at first as people havea three-course 
meal for breakfast. 

“We even encourage men to eat red meal at least 
twice a week. It helps their bedroom performance. 
And there is no ban on puddings.” 

As 28-year-old Annick. from Lyon. France, fini- 
shed rearranging ray vertebrae and begin to work 
on the muscles of my shoulder, a feeling of bliss 
soaked my body. 

She said: "When 1 treat patients, 1 can tell in which 
pan of their body they have problems. They tell me 
where they feel tender as I touch them. This enables 
me to see what is wrong with them and where any 
problems lie. 

“1 can tell that you are healthy. But you have bad 
posture, which h as made your spine curved. For two 
months you must stand straight, and correct your 
posture... then come back for more treatment." 

Annick has been running her clinic in Hove. 
Sussex, for four years. She brought the treatment to 
England after spending ten years studying with 
Pierre Marion, a therapist who bad revived the 
ancient healing an in France. 

She said: “I asked Pierre to teach me how to do 
reconnective therapy after I saw him cure my father. 
He had been crippled by an accident and could not 
move for eight months. 

“Pierre visited our house and gently massaged his 
back. After six sessions, my fattier could walk. The 
pain never returned." 

She now works with 67-year-old Pierre who has 
been studying reconnective therapy for the last 43 
years. He is now teaching other people what he 
taught Annick. He told me: "Very few people 
qualify. It takes three dedicated years to learn the art 
of reconnective therapy. It is a method that goes 
back to ancient Egypt." 

But according to Pierre and Annick, the results of 
the "magic touch” can be miraculous. Annick 
explained: "Many of the people who come to us have 
given up hope. They have been to dozens of other 
experts. But, often, we can cure them — so long as 
the patient is committed to getting better." 

Then Annick opened her casebook for me. She 
said: "One patient was a professional pianist called 
George Crisp. He was afraid he would never play 
again. George had terrible pain and his fmgers 
moved less and less after suffering from spondylitis. 
This is a rheumatic disease which affects the joints. 

"His hospital offered him aspirins to ease the 
pain. But doctors held out no hope of a cure. After 
eight sessions here, George made a complete 
recovery . Three years later he is still fine and playing 
the piano." 

Then bachelor girl Annick told of the handsome 
man, pursued by beautiful woman, who came to her 
and admitted what he considered to be a terrible 
secret. She said: "This chap, who for obvious 
reasons 1 won't name, said he was impotent. 

"When I questioned him, he said he had com- 
pletely given up eating red meat. I put him on my 
diet, which means having red meat at least twice a 
week, and he no longer has his problem." 

Then there was the dramatic case of 63-year-old 
Veronica, who could only hobble around in agony. 
Annick reported: "For eight years, Veronica had 
suffered terribly from arthritis and sciatica. She was 
barely able to walk. Veronica was overweight and 
had high Mood pressure. 

"She had tried doctors, specialists and therapists 
— all in vain. Then Veronica started an intensive 


Frenchwoman Annick Laboure believes a 
mixture of ancient Egyptian massage and 
a revolutionary eating pattern can make a 
cripple walk normally, an asthmatic 
breathe freely and a food allergy vanish. 
And she claims her red meat diet can 
make a man a tiger in the bedroom. 
Reports Faith Mall. 


course of treatment here. Within six months she was 
pain-free, was able to walk with ease, and her blood 
pressure was down. She was a very grateful patient." 

Then Annick told me about the case of the man- 
icurist from America who became so ill that she lost 
her job. She said: "Dorothy had torn the muscles 
and ligaments of her left foot in an accident. Her foot 
had never healed properly and doctors and special- 
ists in America said they could do nothing for her. 

"Dorothy even found standing up was very pain- 
ful. After three treatments here, she was able to walk 
without feeling any pain. Dorothy told us that she'd 
never fell so good." 

Annick also helped a teenager loose weight after a 
year of dieting had failed. She told me: “The girl was 
having normal adolescence problems and lacked 
self-confidence because of her weight. She came to 
the clinic and, by applying pressure to her spine. I 
diagnosed an over-active thyroid gland. So I put her 
on our special eating plan, and she lost two stone (28 
lbs) over a few months." 

So what is the wonder diet that lets you eat as 
much as you like, so long as it is at the right time? 

Annick explained: "You eat your three-course 
main meal between 4am and 9am. You can eat what 
you like, even pudding, and can have a glass of wine. 
But you must also drink at least three pints of water 
or very weak tea with the meal. 

"Drinking lots of water helps with the digestion of 
food. Also energy from the food is burned oft 
quicker in the morning because the body has more 
need for it al the start of the day. 

"We tell patients to chew each mouthful 
thoroughly, then take a sip after each mouthful. 
And recommend eating red meat, especially men, 
who should have it twice a week.” 

She went on: "It is essential logo to bed by 9 pm at 
least five nigh is a week in order to be able to eat a lot 
early in the morning. 

"The second meal should be eaten between 8 am 
and 2 pm. The meal must be three times smaller than 
the first and should not contain starchy food, too 
much fat or oil, or any food you are allergic to. 

"It is important not to go back to bed after a meal. 
Wait at least two hours after the first meal and three 
hours after the second meal." 

And how does that magic touch work? Annick 
explained: "1 work on the theory that the body 
contains a system of memory’ banks — specific 
places in the reconnecrive tissues where tensions are 
stored." 

By touching the back and between the shoulder- 
blades Annick can detect these memory banks and 
diagnose illnesses. She said: "There’s a nervous 
system memory bank and a heart memory bank in 
the shoulder-blade area. There are also memory 
banks for allergy, the lungs and the liver. 

“These are like cassette tapes and every trauma is 
recorded on them. If a bank becomes full, physical 
or emotional illnesses follow. 

"An important part of our treatment consists of 
massaging the appropriate points to empty the 
banks and wipe out the effects of stress." 

Annick examining my shoulder-blades, told me 
“Your memory banks are still quite empty. You 
seem to have no problems. 

"But you really should correct that posture now 
or you'll have bad back problems later on.” 

I promised to stand up straight, eat dinner for 
breakfast and report for another spine-tingling ses- 
sion in two months’ time. 



Annick correcting reporter’s posture. 
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THE WIZARD OP ID — Bv Brant Parker & Johnny Hart 


ACROSS 

1 Record 

5 River of SW 
Maine 

9 Chemical 
compound 

14 Nanking 
nursemaid 

15 One of Spain's 
longest rivers 

16 Fable ender 

17 Spanish artist 
1599-1660 

19 Simpson of 
fashion 

20 French floor 

21 Feds 

23 Entertainer 
Adams 

24 for All 
Seasons” 

25 Average 

2 

and — 
Wordsworth 

29 Turns inside 
out 

33 DDE was one 

35 Peruvian 

38 Utopian 

39 Free of 

40 Turned in 

42 Com or pod 
lead-in 

43 Manliness 

45 H.H. Munro 

46 Bit 

47 Calm 

49 Very, to Verd! 

51 Italian artist 
1488-1576 


56 Chief 

59 Black birds 

60 — good 
account of 


52 German artist 
1471-1528 
64 French artist 


1 732-1 B06 

66 Grenoble's river 

67 Sicilian spewer 

68 Attired 

69 " — Three": 
1936 film 

70 Arctic sea 

71 Sister of Osiris 

□OWN 

1 Bm beck 

2 " — man with..." 

3 Eft 

4 Russian-French 
artist 
1887-1985 

5 Continued 
story: Abbr. 

6 Supporting 
structures 

7 — de merrthe 

8 Seeped 


teapot...” 

10 Was a cover giri 

11 In a state of 
pique 

12 Soanish artist 
1904-1989 

13 Robt — 

IB Notable stoic 
22 Never, to Hans 
26 Eager 


28 Contend 

30 Restoration 
possibilities 

31 Fictional 
plantation 

32 Slender 

33 Martfi — 

34 Hibernia 

36 OSS follower 

37 Little Rock 
natives 

40 Kalian artist 
1575-1642 

41 Frozen dessert, 
in Dortmund 

44 Attaches a 
leash 

46 Italian artist* 
1452-1519 

48 Airline abbr. 

50 Utah's state 


52 Deduce 

53 --ground 
missle 

55 Caravansary 

56 Mine entrance 

57 Make haste 

58 Manitoba Indian 
61 Supplements 
63 Sandpiper 

65 Road sign 
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You have made a mistake but 
there is still lime to correct it. Dis- 
cuss things with your partner 
before taking action. Your lucky 
numbers are 9 and 36. Do not be 
premature in entrusting a con- 
fidence to a new acquaintance. Be 
cordial. 


You will encounter an obstacle 
you had not foreseen but it will be 
within your powers to deal with it 
You should however, use a little 
more commousense. Fanciful 
methods are not appropriate right 
now. Make sure you do not waste 
time. Be less greedy. 


You are more liable to quarrel . 
with a friend and should beon your 
guard against doing so. A good 
opportunity is in danger of bang * 
missed because you do not realise it 
is there until too late. You should 
avoid trying to do too many things . 
all at once.. Be generous. 


You should beware of exaggera- 
tions. And do not ignore certain 
restrictions that have been imposed 
for your own good. too. You will 
fcayesoniething to be pleased about 
where your personal affairs are 

concerned. • f- 
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You should not allow your emo- 
tions to take precedence over your 
reason. However, do ensure that 
you do not altogether suppress 
your emotions either. Try to rid 
yourself of some prejudices. Be 
reliable. 


Gemini 

Ml, II . Jwk 20 


Y ou will be able to do something 
you have long wanted to do. And 
you will be very happy you have 
done so. You should be prepared to 
take the matter at hand a little more 
seriously. Be moderate. 


You would be wrong to pretend 
to knowledge you have not got, far 
better to admit your ignorance on 
this subject. You are rather more 
liable to lose your way, best to carry 
a map with you.- Do not have too 
many late nights in succession, you 
need to be well rested just now. 


Tty to ensure that you do not do 
anything that would interfere with 
the legitimate activities of others. 
Make sure you do not loose touch 
with a friend who has moved to 
another location. Be sincere. 


You wiQ be more lucky than you 
have been of late, but more in. a * 
negative way of what has not hap- 
pened to you. Avoid spending' 
money in the hope that a certain 
eventuality that is all too likely ta 
happen wiD not- 




Not everything will be quite to 
your liking. However, if you are 
sensible you will yet be able to do 
what you know has to be done. Try 
to see things form other people's 
point of view, too. Be sensible. 


Show more respect for your 
elders — one day you will be like 
them. Someone you had thought to 
bea friend of yours w31 turn out not 
to be. Make sure you do not reveal 
something told to you in con- 
fidence. Be punctual. 


You are rather too inclined to 
postpone things, beware of so 
aomg. Do not expect others to beat 
your bid and calL show just a little 
more restraint, but do not lapse 
mto passivity. Be tactful. 
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Stallone marries Brigitte Nielson 


| ' People . . : - . | 

A multi-view of Franklin, 
the multifaceted man 

PHILADELPHIA. (UPl): As if Benjamin Franklin hasn't been 
studied, analysed, written about, honour*! and quoted enough 
This week some of the world's leading Frank bn scholars will spend 
three days discussing their latest research on Franklin's life and 

aC TTie symposium, which begins April 1 7. includes lecturers by 27 
specialists in 18th century North Amencan htera ture. science .cotoual 
history and art history. Lectures by Franklin bjop^nhers and editors 
will take place at several sites in Philadelphia and Delaware. 

Papers presented at the symposium will be published later in two 

volumes. «.i:_ (mri ikmoohmil 


- 11 >’ 
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suwnHso rv euro to ra t Independence National Historical Park. 
5U ^Vjoics scheduled for discussion among the scholar include: Fran- 
I , - £ renortcr " “Franklin as founding father of American 

khn as cn ,. F ' d tra ditiona! music.” “Franklin and emigra- 

eS natural philosopher." Franklin on the Amencan huban and 

‘■^rJaTn“ron^a^!«manoronlv a printer or only a anemia.. He 

w FraIikHn h S*' h ^’a jo“S. a philosopher, the nation's first 
primer general, a diplomat, a humourist, an .mentor, a pohuoan 

and quite a rl of the citv’s yearlong observance of the 

. ThC S - ^nnTe^of Franklhi-s death oo April 17, 1790. ^ 
hjMntenmal armi ersa^ ^ English at the University of Dei- 

3 £- urn w> held in 1956 on the 250th 

SSSJI5 of StUn^birth. but nothing has been s»gcd on the 

scale of iWsmomh'^thCTmj..^ svmposillBI | think there's ever 

b^lhM Utnay. »h° P™? his °° 

vaniiy in ran and puffed up and .. you find 

they inM “ proud of 

the things they ve done, ^ ^ . diffMni | l onc f or * writer to be j 

.SSffifSSS SSfifc P** autobiography m modem 

*£* said 

more languages than any other 

humour to P°jf= lu " a ‘ ^ ^ A and* showoIT and tells us 
make Johns Hopkins Univet^ 

uje interpretation of events co .. 0 f comparative literature at 

A. Owen Aldridge discuss "the alleged Puritanism 

S y re°liiton and ethics^ from , 

d*™« X. r a^'S*« < l *”“' 0f 1 teenUgb,CT - 


Why women can’t resist 
those Italian stallions 


By Judy Byrne 

WHEN Ameriuin cool meets Italian hot*bloodcd- 
nevs, Die resulting fire and ice are the stuff that heart- 
throbs are made of. 

Like Sy (voter Stallone, Al Pacino, Robert De 
Nuo and John Travolta who combine common* 
ver with a large measure of *c* appeal. 

Hie Italian Stallions star not only on the screen 
but in the fantasies of a million women. But what are 
they really like, ihereal men behind the sexy facades'. 1 
Are they always alt they seem? 

• Pacino 

Perhaps the shyest of them all is Pacino, now 50, 
burn in New York to Sicilian parents and brought 
up dirt-poor in the South Bronx. 

It was a lonely childhood. AJ was an only child 
whose father left home when he was still a toddler 
and whose mother and grandparents kept him 
indoors, lovingly protected from the rough world 
outside until he was seven 

His grandfather told him marvellous fantasy 
stories. His mother look him to see films as an 
escape. And even as a small bos . Pacino came home 
and re-created the roles he had' seen in them. 

Ai, w ho made it big with films like The Got! 'father. 
Serf mu and Dog Day A/tenuum has been nominated 
five limes for an Oscar 

Yet he is so timid of the limelight that when he 
thought lie might be voted Best Actor for the dis- 
illusioned cop in Scrptctt. he spent (be awards 
ceremony swallowing valium in case he had to make 
an acceptance speech 

In Holly wood he is known as something of a 
recluse Yet his success with women testifies to the 
potency of the I lalo-Amencan mix. 

Pacino, currently filming The Godfather III and 
enjoy mg his first hit movie for several years with the 
recently released Sea Of Low. has been linked 
with beautiful women including Jil Clayburgh. 
Kathleen Quinlan. Marthe Keller and Tuesday 
Weld and shares a roof with Diane Keaton whom he 
may even get round to marrying. 


bitter double blow, the difficulty of adjusting to such 
sudden hyperfame and the shock of *«everal ffop-. on 
the IroT were more than he could cope with. 

Now life has taken an upturn again. Travolu H> 
about to pocket a £5 million pick me up for another 
sequel to Saturdax Sight Few and Staying Alive . 
Meanwhile. Louts Who* Talking has been a strui- 
sheroo at the American box office. 

He says. “1 became big in 1975. It took ir.e until 
I*flt5 to learn how- to deal with it. I’ve even had other 
famous people come up to me and say ‘John, we've 
learnt from your mistake 1 and i say ‘Which one'’ 1 ” 
At one point he was spending S 20,000 a week on 
parties Tor his Hollywood pals “I have learned a lot 
since those days." he says. “I don't play violins for 
myself. I want no sympathy.” 

In his recluse phase. Travolta turned lojurX food 
and piled on the pounds. He turned down the Tom 
Hanks role iu Splash and the Bruce Willis pan in 
Blind Date and turned from his childhood faith, 
Catholicism, to Scientology. 

“The church, my family and a few good friends 
made it virtually impossible for me not to survive 
even the roughest times.'' he says. 

The turning point for the star, who had a long 
rriauonshiop with Taxi star MariJu Hearer unuJ 
she suddenly married actor Frederic Forres*., was a 
meeting with Princess Diana when the Reagans 
invited him toa White House dinner for herrn 1955 
The princess asked him to dance Suddenly, des- 
pite a career and a love life in Utters, things did not 
look so bleak. 

He says. “It was a fabulous moment for me. The 
princess looked sensational and she moved we!!. 

“And when t he dance ended, I though: to rov self: 
‘John, things can't he too had ” 

It was Kirstic Alley, his co-star in Lock li no's 
Talking, who helped him finish otT the resurrection 
job by getting him back into shape. 

He says: “Kristie is one super-fit ladv . She got me 
swimming, walking and on a strict diet. I lost about 
30 lbs. and feel a lot better for it.” 

Now the 3S'year-old actor has fallen in love 


They're hot stuff on the screen and their torrid 
real-life romances back up their sex-symbol 
status . No wonder Stallone , De Niro , Pacino and 
Travolta are fantasy figures for millions of 
female admirers . 


•DeNiro 

Robert De Niro, too. was a painfully shy loner of 
a child who used to wander the streets of New Y orfc’s 
Little Italy alone after school. Eventually he joined a 
local street gang in which he was nicknamed Bobby 
Milk because, he says, he was "pale and strange”. 

He starred in The Godfather II as Vito Car leone. 
winning an Oscar for a role that involved only half a 
dozen words of English. The rest of his dialogue was 
Sicilian dialect which be mastered perfectly for the 
film. 

De Niro's professional trademark is the perfec- 
tionism with which he tackles every rale. He learned 
to play tenor saxophone for New ' York. New York. 
bought silk underwear from -the same store arAl 
Capone to play the gangster in 77h* Untouchables. 

He put on 60 lbs and spent so much lime in the ring 
that he was said to rank among the world’s top 20 
middleweight* to prepare to be boxer Jake La: Motta 
in Raging Bull. 

The other side of the coin is an ability to vanish 
into the role. Unlike other actors who arc always 


recogmsaoie as uiemseives wnaicver inc pan, ioe 
Niro -- who was divorced, from his wife, actress 
Diahnnc Aboil, while he was making Raging Bull — 
has the knack of submerging himself. 

That spills over into his private life where he 
admits he sometimes uses disguises to retain his 
anonymity. *'ll is not a question of privacy but of 
balance — of what your life's about.” he says. “It’s 
the way I am. I don't know how to be any other 
way.” 

But the private star is really a romantic, he is to 
marry long time love Toukie Smith in a remote 
Scottish castle on Thanksgiving Day “because 
we've got so much to be thankful for”. 

•Travolta 

John Travolta, that sizzling llalian-American 
cocktail with a dash of English and Irish thrown in, 
went to ground for a time, too. His smouldering 
good looks — with the most hypnotic blue eyes in 
the world — had made him so big so fast that he 


amply failed to handle it. 

Travolta, the youngest of a family of six, moved 
from California to Florida in his wilderness years. 

He had made the big time early with the role of 
Vinnie Barbarino in the TV comedy series Welcome 
Back, Hotter Saturday Night Fever won him an 
Oscar nomination — and a role in the daydreams of 
a billion women. 

When he arrived in London to promote Grease. 


the premiere, he admitted he feared for his me. 

When his first serious love Diana Hyland died in 
his arms from cancer, it was his family he turned to. 

The youngest of a family of six used to return 
often to the house where his parents had lived 
together for 40 years, where his father’s rocking 
chair had always stood in the same spot in the living 
room as tyre salesman Sam Travolta had rocked 
each baby to sleep in turn. 

And where his mother, Helen, cooked the pizzas 
and spagetli be loved. 

Sadly, his mother died a year after Diana. The 


again, too. Blonde Kelly Preston, 24, who co-starred 
with him in The Experts, isalso co-starring in his life. 
They mayeven marry for the actor finally feels ready 
for a family of his own. 

•Stallone 

If Travolta had a happy family childhood. 
Stallone was another lonely outcast in New York's 
infamous Hell's Kitchen section of Brooklyn where 
the other kids tormented him for his slurred speech 
and lopsided face (damaged during an instrument 
birth) and his father beat him up, according to his 
mother. 

He was 10 when Jacqueline Stallone divorced his 
father and moved with Sly and his brother Frank 
and sister Toni-An to Philadelphia. 

Stallone who had been moved from school to 
school with what one teachers called “an attention 
deficit”, continued to do badly at school. His 
mother says he was a flat-footed kid never allowed 
to join in games at school. 

He was down to his last S100 and wife Sasha — 
who had been supporting them both — was 


nantwhen he sal down and wrote iftescnpt ot j 
over a long weekend . 

He kept his nerve when a studio offered to buy it 
outright, holding out for a deal in which he got to 
star for a small fee. plus a percentage of what turned 
out to be huge profits. 

The rest is onc of the most remarkable rags-to- 
riches stories in the history of Hollywood. 

But if Sly, now making Rocky IV has had women 
drolling over him on screen, he has had less luck 
finding Jove in close-up. 

He divorced Sasha (mother of Sage. 13. and 
Seargeoh, 10), in 1954 and second wife Brigitte 
Nielsen three years later. 

Since then, his girlfriends have included socialite 
Cornelia Guest, game-show hostess Vanna White 
and Rod Stewart’s ex-wife. Alana. 

All three ended up furious with him after he 
announced he was having a once-a -month Aids 
check and that he had bedded more than 1,000 
“bimbos” over the previous 25 years. 

Cornelia Guest said of 43-year-old Stallone; “l 
may be out of his life now but I can't forgive him. it 
was quite outrageous.” 

Alana exploded: “It's monstrous.” 

And Vanna added: “He’s not Rambo, just a daft 
Dumbo... I'm no prude but Sixties-styfe macho 
bragging about collecting sexual scalps rings a iiule 

Stallone, who says he is more into philosphy and 
modem art rban sexual conquests, insisted be did 
not mean to upset his former women — or his fans. 

Now the woman in his life is model Jennifer 
Flaven, 22, and Sly says he is shy of long-term 
commitment. 

But he insists he still dreams of finding lasting 
happiness. He says: “I've been fortunate in that my 
professional ambitions have been realised. Now it's 
my private life chat needs to be realigned. 

“I want a family and I want an idealistic relation- 
ship with the whole white- picket-fence, wife-at-ihe- 
front-door thing. It may never happen but it is the 
one goal I have left to achieve before I die.” 




Rol . i De Niro witft Meryl Streep in Falling In Love 
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Secrets of Dover’s white cliffs 


THE famous white cliffs of 
Dover are about to reveal their 
secrets: tunnels, some dating 
from the Napoleonic ware, and 
used as Strategic Command 
Headquarters in World War II, 
honeycomb the cliffs. Some are 
being opened to the public on 
May 14 by Dame Vera Lynn. 
“Forces’ sweetheart" of the 
1940s. 

Like ihecisde above, the three 
levels of passages and rooms are 
now in the case of English 
Heritage, currently training 
guides for 50- minute tours of the 
middle level: built around 1800 
to house cannons to defend 
Dover harbour. 

The underground HQ was 
visited by Winston Churchill 
during World War II, and as well 
as overseeing Channel defences. 
"Hdlfire Comer*' was where 
Vice-Admiral Bertram Ramsey- 
masterminded the Dunkirk 
evacuation of over 300,000 Brit- 
ish and French troops in 1940. 
From May 27 to June 4, Dover is 
staging special even tstomark the 
50th anniversary of the evacua- 
tion. 

Visitors to HeBfire Corner will 
see a 10-minute cinema pro- 
gramme on the history before 
exploring the tunnels, and after 
reaching fresh air on a balcony- 
400 feef up the cliff*, can visit a 
cafe, exhibition and souvenir 
shop. 

The Beatles Story 

A new, all-year-round attrac- 
tion devoted to tbe Beatles recen- 
tly opened in Liverpool’s Albert 
£)ock. 

The Beatles Story will trace 
John. Paul, George and Ringo 
from their roots in the famous 
Cavern Club in the 1960s to tbe 


present day. Designed to appeal 
to youngsters who know liule 
about the band, as well as older 
fans, it will use the latest tech- 
nology. include film of the Fab 
Four, and have a replica of the 
Cavern Club where they first 
made their name, and played on 
many occasions. 

“It isn’t just going lo be a 
collection of relics, and will show 
visitors exactly what it was like to 
be in Liverpool when the Beatles 
were starting out,” says manag- 
ing director Mike Byrne, a for- 
mer musician who played along- 
side the Beatles in their Cavern 
heyday — his wife Bernadette 
has been a Beatles guide in the 
city for eight years. 

Liverpool, 210 miles north- 
west of London, already offers 
Beatle coach tours; a Beatle 
shop: and Beatle weekends 
among its other attractions. On 
May 5. a massive concert is set to 
take place at Pier Head — a short 
walk from Albert Dock — as a 
tribute to John Lennon. Lou 
Reed, Cyndi Lauper. Deacon 
Blue arid Joe Cocker have 
already confirmed they will be 
playing, with many more acts 
expected — the stars will be sing- 
ing cover versions of Lennon's 
songs. 

‘‘Great Expectations'* 
house opens 

The Elizabethan house which 
inspired Charles Dickens when 
writing his novel “Great Expec- 
tations" has been restored and is 
opening to the public — includ- 
ing a re-creation of Miss Havi- 
shara’s room, complete with cob- 
webs and wedding cake. Res- 
toration House in Rochester. 31 
miles southeast of London, was 
built in 1587 and given its name 


by King Charles 11 on his return 
to England after 1 1 years’ exile. 
The house is owned and has been 
repaired by entertainer Rod 
Hull, who has spent £500,000 on 
this “labour of love". 

Dickens, who renamed the 
residence Satis House for his 
story, is said to have been seen 
staring through the gates the day 
before he died. The nearby Cha- 
rles Dickens Centre brings lo life 
many of his other stories; while 
the annual Dickens Festival 
(May 31-June 3) brings the city 
out incostume. 

A key to London's clubs 

Holidaymakers who want to 
sample London's ever-changing 
club scene but don't know where 
to stan are being offered a “key 
to easy, hassle-free raving." 

For £5 (plus £1 packaging and 
posting overseas) they can obtain 
“The Key Card” which entitles 
them to use a special 24-hour 
hotline, updated daily with the 
latest on the club “scene”, and 
information on the elusive week- 
end one-nighters. Within the 
next few months the company 
hopes to have hotlines in French 
and Italian as well as English; 
with German and Spanish plan- 
ned for the autumn. 

The card, which lasts three 
months, also offers discounts on 
at least one club, plus reductions 
on certain shops which sell 
clothes aimed at clubbers. On 
arrival in London, visitors can 
call at the company’s offices and 
collect their club ticket — and for 
those who have difficulty under- 
standing the hotline, a written 
guide to the week's best events. 
Contact: Rachael Beards haw. 
The Kev, RPL Ltd, 535 Kings 
Road. London SW100SZ. Tel: 
01-353 7440 or 01-376 7997. 


FAMILY DOCTOR 

Bv DR ALLAN BRUCKHEIM 


{ QUESTION: Dad's medicine cabinet seems slocked with 
an abundant supply of medications to treat his conjotivc 
heart failure. It\> frightening. Can you explain why so 
many drugs arc used lo treat one illness? 

Answer; Your father could be suffering from one i or more} 
or several specific condi lions that can be contributed to his 
heart failure. Each of the conditions may need treatment 
with one (or more) different medicines. All drugs pres- 
cribed for congestive heart failure are aimed at trying to 
correct deficiencies in the heart’s pumping action. Also, if 
vour father has been ill for a long while, his condition may 
have changed from lime to lime, which could be required 
changes iu one or more of his medications. 

To u> to answer your question more fully, let’s briefly 
discuss this heart condition and some medications 
frequently used to treat it. 

Our hearts not only act os pumps that feed the body's 
ceils, they also help other organs eliminate certain wasted 
fluids. Certain types of congestive heart failure can be 
caused when our kidneys — for what ever reason eliminate 
enough water. Edema (water retention) can occur in the 
lungs and other parts of the body, such as theanUc. 1 n such 
cases, the heart can be seriously overworked as it tries to 
help the kidneys relieve fluid congestion. 

Diuretics of ten ore prescribed in treating patients suffer- 
ing such conditions. Diuretics promote water excretion 
which, in turn, eases demand on the heart. There are 
different classcsof diuretics, each with various actions. It's 
possible that your father may have taken hydrochloroth- 
iazide. bumetanide, triamterene, or others from more than 


Many different drugs may be 
needed for heart problem 

oncclassas his physician tried lo develop the best course of 
therapy for him. 

Another group of drugs is prescribed when something is 
wrong with the heart's muscle itself. These are the cardiac 
glycosides which have been used for more than 200 years. 
Digoxin probably is the most widely known of that group, 
but many people still coll drugs in this group “digitalis.' 

Vasodilator drugs are prescribed to cause blood vessels 
to expand when there is need for increased blood flow. In 
this group there are drugs which cause vessel expansion in 
one, or a few selected pans of the body and others that act 
on virtually every blood vessels. So your father might take 
one type of these at some point, and another as his illness 
changes. Among vasodilators that he may have been 
prescribed are* hydralazine, nitroglycrin preparations, 
prazosin or others. 

Another class of medications useful in treating failure 
are the angiotensin converting enzyme ( ACE) innabitors, 
such as captopril, lisinopril and enalapril. 

So you see. there have been a need for quite a number of 
drugs, with a wide variety of actions, to help your father. 
Reviewing this with you may have given a better percep- 
tion of the difficulties doctors face in providing their 
patients with the specific, individualized care necessary to 
control chronic or diflicuJMo-trea! diseases. However, 
you may put this information to good use. Collect all the 
medications that are currently in that medirinecabmet and 
ask his physician about the medications your father is 
currently taking, it’s a great way of making sure that a 
complicated schedule is being properly adhered iq. 


TravoUa and Olivia Newton-John in the 1978 smash. Grease 
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nr^i: 


Villa at Mishrif, 
Iwo parts, A/C 
central. 

Please call tele. 
Mr.Adnan 
2431569, 
2453908 


oushahpi OFFERS 

REAL ESTATE EST • 

SALWA AREA: 4 brm apt with pool & facilities 
SALWA AREA: 3 brm ground floor half villa 
MISHRIF AREA: 4 brm villa with garage & garden 
BAYAN AREA: 4 brm villa with garage & garden 
SALWA AREA: 4 brm villa with garden & basement 
Plus many more quality flats & villas 
Tele: 5744017-5744018 - Fax: 5755799 
9 am till 2 pm & 8pm- 10 p m 


KD.600 

KD.550 

KD.750 

KD.700 

KD.650 


UPGRADE 

4.77I^IZs to 53 MHZ s 

! 8088-XT 1 — *- |80286-AT \ - 1 80386-AT 

OLD PCs NO MORE OBSOLETE 


803863 32BI T 



VIP — 
386SX — 16 


20.1 MHZS 
175— SI 


265 MHZS 
22— a 



Computer Systems with Hard Disk 
EGA/VGA Monitor and Printer + ‘ 


STAR 


Own any one of the above model 


(T2) easy monthly instalments 


as low as about KD( 60 ) only 


132 COLUMN 



Fof Full Details Call- 


AL-WAZZAN STORE 


4S1 6232, 4833692, 4839749, 4839753 
FAX 4833693 TELEX 23151 — SAHNI 
CANADA DRY STREET SHUWAIKH 




Wanted 


2 RLIPINO girts want to live with 
an Indian family for sharing a 
house preferably at Salmrya at 
reasonable rent Tele. Mr Adel, 
4580288.2418130/126. 

(AT5-52285-3) 

For Rent 


SALM1YA the sea side in good 
location. 2 furnished flats, each 
consists of one bedroom, large 
saloon, fully equipped kitchen 
and bath. CAC. Tele. 5735859. 

CAT4-AL FAT-TM-3) 

SALWA Area 12, near Messilah 
Beach Hotel. Ground floor of a 
large deluxe villa, huge living 
room 13mx7m, 4 bedrooms with 
closets. 3 large bathrooms, 
beautiful garden in and outside. 
Rent KD560. Tele. 4743485. 

CAT3-52254-3) 

Available 

KUWAIT City. Fahd Al Salem 
street, behind GPO. sharing 
accommodation available in a 
spacious CAC room of a 2- 
bedroom flat with water and elec- 
tricity for a couple or 2 bachelors. 
Tele. Huda. 2422597/8. 9 am to 
1250 pm. 7.30- 1030 pm. 

CAT4-52244-3) 

SALMIYAH near Sheikha 
Badriya Mosque. One room in 2 
bed room flat for a family, 
bachelors, or working girls, to 
share with a Goan family. Rent 
KD.60 Tele. Mr Douglas. 
5742423. 8-30 am to 12.30 pm. 

(AT5-52287-3) 

SALMIYA Salem Al Mubarak 
Street in front of Petrol Station, 
House No. 6. Block 12, Street 2 2 
large rooms in a 3-bedroom new 
flat. 2 toilets. 1 kitchen, for a 
family/working girts. Rent KD80 
each room. Contact personally. 

(AT4-52269-6) 

SALMIYAH. opp Salmiyah 
Health Club, Bldg No 69, Flat No 
2, one room, for two Goan 
bachelors to share with a Goan 
family. Tel. 57 1 0932 after 1 2 pm. 

(AT352255-3) 


WANTED 





For a modem carpentry 
workshop. Must have 
carpentry experience. 
Send application to: 

P.O.Box: 1190 -Safat 
1 301 2 -Safat, Kuwait. 


SALMIYA. near the Indian 
School. 1 single room with water 
and electricity for a single work- 
ing person to share with an Indian 
family. Rent KD45. Ask for AJi, 
2402207/8, 8 1 - 10.30 pm. 

CAT4- 52265-33 

KUWAIT City. Fahed Al Salem 
Street One room with water, elec- 
tricity and kitchen facilities for a 
lady to share with a lady. Rent 
KD45 Tele. Mr Fed rick. 2452561 , 
2 - 7 pm. 

(AT5-52275-3) 

ONE room available for two 
working girls or a couple at Nugra 
near Adsani Complex. Tele. 
2630628. 

(AT5-52279-2) 

KUWAtt CITY, Sharp behind the 
Rrdous- Cinema. House No 87. 
Rooms in a Arabic type villa for 
Indian, Filipino, Sri Lankan and 
Bangladeshi families only. Con- 
tact Francis personally after 2pm. 

(AT3-52257-3) 

FOR SALE 

Cars 

CHEVROLET Caprice Classic 
1 983. White, automatic, good AC, 
new HP engine, recently res- 
prayed. well serviced and cared 
for in very good condition. 
KD2.000. Tele. Mr Richards. 
5337597. 

CAT4-52274-3) 

NISSAN Laurel 200L '84. manual 
in excellent condition. Price 
KD800. Contact - Abu Saleh 
Musa, Govt Guest House. Requie. 
Block 6, Room 15. Tel. 4319686. 

(AT4-52271-3) 


GENERAL 

SERVICE 

For all your shifting wtm 
Transportation, painting, wall 
papering carpet & villa deantag. 
We are at your service, with 
stalled workers. We are also 
buying and selling furniture. 

Contact: Mr Stanley 
Tel: 4748877-478921 9 
At Mawastan Trdg. 


FOR RENT 

Sahw — 1 floor (spacious) 550 

SdM— 21loorwlliOORJBfi 600 

Sahva — 2 sjotby wtm garden 800 

JObrtyo— 2Sorarwttoariw 650 

MsMf— 2 storey 9* Banian 800 

Shamlya — 2 storey 400 

VWms, / ft vOaaA dekuce flats art 
ahoawaaabkiaDasma,BafaaaMd 
Jabriya. 

CetfOCt 1*2429300. 2457834. 
24307071 m. 


Step info the future 


LEARN ABOUT COMPUTERS 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
RAMADAN SPECIAL 

25% DISCOUNT 



CampuBase 

2407866. SAUHYACOMHJEX. N1. E8 


REQUIRED 

Drivers 

with genera! driving licences 
and transferable 
residences. Priority will be 
given to drivers holding call- 
taxi permits. 

Call Tel: 4880051/2 
Al BarqTaxi — Riggae , 


REQUIRED 

Electrical air- 
conditioning and 
refrigeration 
technician. 

Must have a driving 
licence 

Tel: 4734402 


SHOP 
FOR RENT 

0pp. Safat Post Office 

suitable for jewellery shop and 
money exchange 

Please contact: MR KARIM 
Capital Inn Ravels 
Tel: 2444730, 2438414, 2466668 
between 9 cm - 1 pm 
750- 10:30pm 

TOYOTA Cressida, 1982. 
automatic. air-conditioned, 
recently overhauled with genuine 
parts, new paint reg. upto 30-3- 
1991. Cash KD 1.000. Tele. 
2461 135 ext 267. 

CAT5-TM9) 

CHEVROLET Sprint 1 -year-old, 
in immaculate condition, low 
mileage. Bargain KD1.650. Tele. 
3717857. 

CAT4-52267-3) 
MERCEDES 280S 1984 model, 
white with grey interior, automatic 
with power windows, electric 
seats with heating, cruise control, 
automatic AC, sunroof plus many 
more original extra options. One 
owner from Germany, in excellent 
condition. Price KD4,95Q. Tel. 
9020552. 

(AT4-B-7M-3) 
CHEVROLET Sprint 1989 model 
AC. white, 30,000 kms, insured up 
to Dec 1990. guarantee from Al 
Ghanim, in excellent condition. 
KD 1,800 cash. Tele. Mr Ouri, 
4818751, 8.30 am - 2.30 pm. 

(AT4-52268-3) 

GALANT super saloon 1987 
model, fully automatic, white, in 
immaculate condition, 50,000 
kms, single owner from new. cash 
or installments. For details tele. 
John. 5636748. 7.30 am - 10.00 
pm. 

(AT2-PUB-7M-3? 

Boats 

YACHT. Westeriey. 24 feet in len- 
gth, including sails, instruments, 
outboard engine, in good condi- 
tion. Tele. 56 1 5294 after 7 pm. 

(AT4-52272-3) 


4 llKE 1 


MUA\C 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Tel: 2401908 -2407677 
2451480-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The All Real Estate 




International Freight 
Forwarder 

* World-wide door to door 
service 

* Customs Clearance 

* Packiug-F orwar ding 

* Air -Sea -Trucking 


Tel 4837650 


— REQUIRED 
URGENTLY 

1) Part-time male 
architectural 
draughtsman with 5 
years' experience 

2) Spray painter with 

experience. Contact: 

Eng. Moudar Al-Khash 
Tele: 4814690 - 
4818193-4811378 
between 8 am - 2 pm. 


ALSAQJYA 




Villas, half villas, and 
flats with swimming 
pool or without in all 
areas of Kuwait. 

Mohammed Shihada 
2621391 -2621390 


AVAILABLE 

Villas and villa 
floors in 

Mishrif, Bayan, 
Salwa. 

AINejmAIThulathi 

Office 

Tel: 2641914 


WANTED 

A well-experienced 

Nanny 

wtth transferable residence to take 
care of 1 1 month's bay. Good 
salary. Contact pereonallyand 
submit application with 
photographs. 

Sabniya - Satem Al Mubarak Sl 
S pring BKg* (0pp. Zatn Conptax), 
Offlce No. 20S-210 Hrar floor. Tata: 
B742238- Itafal 




A female 

hairdresser 

First class and 
experienced in bodycare, 
manicure, cuffing and 
cleaning of skin. 

Can Tel. 5756516, 
5710977 


BENETEAK Rrst 38 "S" (sailboat) 
40' “Gulluring." 40 hp. diesel, 8 
North custom sails. B&G 190 sys- 
tem. Loran. plus more. Excellent 
race proven. KD 35.000. Tele. Mr. 
Baker in 4677296 Res. 2408033. 

(AT5-52278-6) 

Miscellaneous 

KITCHEN elec/appliances. 
Apple computer, indoor plants, 
bedroom, oil elec, heaters, TV, 
Kenwood mixer, vacuum cleaner 
with shampoo, dog. Tel. 53 1 7831 . 

(AT4-52264-3) 

FULL household goods for sale 
Friday. April 20. Information on 
items: electrical, furniture, etc. Mr 
Richards, 5337597. 

(AT4-52274-3) 

HITACHI video camera VKC- 
850E with portable video and 
tuner, Rhoyxon cooker with 
motorised grill. National electric 
oven and mattresses. Tele.. 

5643862 ' (AT5-52241-3 

Furniture 

IKEA furniture: Klippan sofa bed 
with hallsta, dark yellow cover, 
original price. KD199»new for 
only, KD120. Tele. 5739505. 3- 

7 - 30pm - (AT55221&3) 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 

7400014,2400015 


Farwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 




Af-Naaeeb & Khattar 

NK-NAUBA KAMI 
NAIIBA ANG SERBISY0 
AT 

NAUBA ANG PRESY0 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

® 484-6009 -sr 






_,i , — . 

4769137 - 4887982 c=>) 



£2 


- J j . ‘ 2/ 

Al-Naaeeb & Khattar Co.W.I.I. 


Avoid excess luggage charges 
Airfreight it! 



cabinets, buffet unite, kitchen tables, wnqtej V;# 
double bedroom sets, glue many more oddsano 

Vtattw InSatmlya, Salem AiMuterak StTeL 

— 5744018. owing Romodon Timings: 10om-l:piTv&pni-l1-30fPd?' ; 


REQUIRED immediately 

For a medical equipment company 

an experienced lady secretary 

Fluent in English, well-versed in all the office routine 
work, knowledge of word processing and data enfry. 
Candidates onfy holding iransf erable working visa to 
contact: 

Mrs. John 

Tel: 2444228 - 2411748 - 2411 758 
(between 9 am and 2 pm, Ramadan timings) 


PROFESSIONAL 


A/C CLEANING 


FOR ONLY ^ 


Get your A/C serviced by reliable & 
professional people .Free collection and ' 
delivery. Phone for app oin tme n t. Today. 

0^483 5624/483 568o 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCES WORKSHOP 
Bader Al MbUa & Bros. Go. WUL 


: The Al Mufia Group 




REQUIRED 

Qualified Teacber/Therapfets 

Experienced paedkitric ptyskrtri^pist ^ 



\yx\-F. 



Tbc Coapay 


^wj^aUj^iitidS^ 

TIE\li[>f=®CLUB 


SALMIAH. TEL. 5724372# SALH1YA COMPLEX. TEL. 2432809 
SAFEWAY FARWANIYA. TEL 43411 68 QF1NTAS TOWB*S. TEL. 3710218 


INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER 



MOVE IT 
YOUR WAY ■=s==i 



AIR 

FCL/LCL CONTAINERS 
FROM/TO 

EUROPE AND ASIAN. 
COUNTRIES 

LAND 

PACKING & 

REMOVAL 


P.O.Box 554 Safe* 

13006 Safat Kuwait ' Tel.: 4766? W1/2WV5 

i Cable Address: TRANACO 1 Kuwait Fax: 4748648 


' ABDUL RAHMAN AL-BISHER SO NS 

Trading & Contracting Co. 




SINGLE bed, KD 30. Tele. 
3983217. 

(AT5-52277-2) 

SITUATIONS 

Wanted 

HOUSEMAID, Filipino, requires 
situation as housemaid with Wes- 
tern family. Excellent references, 
fluent English and very good with 
children, as regretfully, we are 
leaving Kuwait Transferable 
residence, full-time. Tele. Mr 
Richards. 5337597. 

CAT4-52274-3) 
MAID. Indian with 10 years 
experience, looking for part-time 
or full-time job with a European 
family only. Tele. 5387895. 
(AT4-52271-3) 

SERVICES 

Transport 

REQUIRED from Farwaniya to Al • 
Rai, 7.30 am to 6.15 pm (normal 
hours). Tele. Edgar. 4736076. 
4743923. 8 am -3 pm. 

CAT4-52261-2) 


Tuition 

MATHS and science subjects for 
all classes, given by an experien- 
ced postgraduate teacher at Sal- 
miya.Tele.5623618. 

(AT5-52280-3) 

Babysitting 

SALMIYA, near the Indian 
School. Baby-sitting and coach- 
ing up to 3rd Std in the evenings. 
Tele. All. 8 - 1 0.30 pm. 2402207/8. 
(AT4-52265-3) 

NAME CHANCE 

I. SIDNEY Mathew Milagro 
Rodrigues, holder of Indian pass- 
port No. E08Q525. embraced 
Islam and changed my name to 
Suhail. _ 

(AT 4-522T3-3) 

WANTED 

DEAR ladies. I would like.to buy 
your old clothes for cash i.e. dres- 
ses. skirts, jeans; etc. For details 
Tele. 2633756. 9 am - 12 midnight 
(AT4-52260-3) 


Customer Services Tel- 

4745533 


»Sea Freight. Air 

Packing 
n^-»>«»ia8S3498/e-Bta«i amra/s 
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Chelsea rout Crystal Palace 


£ 

u 


LONDON. April I?. 
fRmcri;En B bnd striker Crarv 
LjnvkCT scored his 25 th goal uf 
joe season yesterday lo send Tot- 
tenham Hotsp U: into fourth 

Lwi?uc ,n the 

Snnlc^ S J9lh minulc &«i in 
spurs 1*0 win at relegated Mill- 
^all continued kirn as (he 
League s tup goalscoreruna ±w 
oi reduced action with the top 
two teams resting. 

League leader, Liverpool visit 
champions Arsenal tomorrow 

and second-placed Aston Villa 

Were to play FA Cup Goaluis 


s Spurs move up 


Mar^he^ier L’riwd away at Old 
T ratio? d this evening 

!i: the absence of the leader*, 
third-placed l-verion con- 
Miidatedi their penitkm with a 2- 1 
win a! home to Derby, all the 
JJ ,v aL coming in an IS minute 
burst iti Uw second half. 

Am! C r>s!ai Palace, United *s 
opponents in ike WeaiWcy ilnal 
after bearing holders Liverpool 
4-3. were routed 3-1* at Chelsea 
alter being reduced to 10 men in 
ihe Jits! half. 

An error by VI. in in lav lor. 
EcgijfJ gjolkeeper Peter Shil- 
ton's deputy ;*t Derby, pul Ever* 
ton m from alter 51 minutes 




b JS| 



when Ray Aucvdd caught him 
ntTbis line with a lobbed bail. 

The 23-ycar-oW keeper had 
beer. Derbv Micro in the first half 
with a senes of fine saves ami 
deflections 

Derby equalised ill minutes 
. later through England defender 
Mark Wright but Ireland inter- 
national Kevin Shced) hi! Enf- 
toii's winner in the 6‘>th with a 
sharp, icfl-fiKitcd volley 

Striker Kerry DiM'n scored 
for Chelsea, whose I! -malt h 
unbeaten run ended on Saturday 
with a I -o home defeat by Villa. 
m Ihe 22nd minute for hiv )9ih 

goal of the season. 


Sixteen minute-* later. Palace 
ilefender Gary O’ Reilly, one n! 
the heroes of the F\ Cup 
semifinal attains! Livctih.Mil. wax 
sefll oft fur a loul on Chelsea' r. 
Gordon Duric 

Kevin Wilson hit Chelsea's 
second goal in the kUth minutes 
and Graham Stuart wrapped up 
the match in the 73rd. 

Palace, hit b> injury, remained 
four from bottom after their 
defeat, seven points vSe.ir of the 
relcgalion /one. 

Nottingham, Forest, who 
have had a recent dKiitruuirun. 
picket! up three points for Ihe 
first lime in nine League matches 


with a 3-1) home win again*! 
relegation-threatened Luton. 

Manchester City beat Nor- 
wich ML striker Adrian Heath 
scoring in l be fourth minute with 
a go.il that should ensure the 
club's First Division survival 
after a troubled season 

Stoke City were relegated to 
the Third Division after losing 3- 
0 to promotion hopefuls New 



avllc. 
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Ashfaq’s 104 

* takes BKME 
into final 

BKME subdued Lanka Lions in the 
semifinals of the Friday knockout 
tournament, played at the Ahmadt 
Oval lost Friday. Played in warm 
and bright sunshine, the match 
proved to he another di(T-hanger 
with dwindling fortunes until the 
very last over of i be match. 

Batting first. BKME amassed a 
seemingly safe total of 204 for seven 
wickets in their allotted (hirty overs. 
But they had to summon ail their 
resources to ibwart the challenge of 
the determined Lions who fought 
“■ill the way but failed by a w hisker. 

Undoubtedly, the highlight of Che 
match was a swashbuckling century 
by Ashfaq R. Khan, ihe stylish 
w'icketkccpcr batsman of BKME, 
whose elegance and amazing cons- 
istency is being talked about in only 

9?his first full season in Kuwait. His 
104 was scored off only 72 balls, 
contained 1 3 effortless lours and a 
towering six. 

Ashfaq featured in several fruit- 
ful partnerships, notable being 
those for the second wicket with 
Sethi (11) in which 43 runs were 
added. Then with Ronnie 5r(9) for 
the F ourth wicket worth 40 runs and 
with Ayoub M3) for the fifth wicket 
which brought 50 runs. Others who 

* made useful contributions were. 
Saleem (11), Ram Mohan f 17 n.o.). 
and Rodney ( 1 7 n.o.). 

' Chula returned the best bowling 
fieures for the Lions with a haul of 
three for 51 runs. Dhammika was 
next best with two for 45 while Rani I 
and MudugaUe chipped in with a 
scalp each. 

When Lanka Lionsreplied.it was 
Miraj who outshone all the rest with 
u well-controlled and highly disci- 
plined knock of 93 runs. Madugalle 
loo played very well to score 33 runs 
in a partnership worth fi5 runs for 
the second wicket with Miraj. 

Miraj combined with Donald 
(17) for the fourth wicket which 
produced 59 runs and with Rawl 
(22) in a fifth wicket partnership of 

44 runs. 

The Lions kept abreast with me 
asking rate of seven per over and 
with Miraj at the crease, it looked as 
if his perseverance will pay off. At 
171 for four and with five overs 
remaining, they needed 34 to win, 
but at this point Ram Mohan baa 
Miraj caught by Saleem. Miraj sv3 
contained five fours and a six. This 
brought about a collapse and the 
Lions lost their remaining five wick- 
ets for a meagre of 23 runs and Icil 
short of the target by eleven runs. 

Saleem was the p|ck of the 
BKME bowlers, claiming two for ; 
44. Ayoub. Ronnie Jr. and James 
eoi a wicket each. Ran) hau the 
Sized scalp or Miraj and Tarcq had 
the distinction of bowling last man 
Dhammika to cfmch victory. 

In the final to be played next 
Friday. BKME will m«t Lanka 
Colts. 


Marseille aim to reach Cup final 


LONDON, April 17. Reuter Chris Waddle 
and Jcan-Pierre Papin, Marseille's seemingly 
irresistible Anglo-Fteneh strike force, aim to 
outwit Be utica on Wednesday and propel a 
French club into the European Cup final for 
the first time in 14 years. 

But Marseille must also make sure their 
defence holds os they take a 2-1 firs! leg lead to 
Lisbon for the semifinal return and seek the 
right to meet either Italian holders AC Milan 
or West German former champions Bayern 
M unich in the final in Vienna on May 23. 

Bayern, who need to overturn a 1 -0 first leg 
deficit in Munich, were ihedub who thwarted 
the lost French European Cup finalists, St 
Etienne, back in 1976. 

Bayern, who had knocked St Etienne out in 
the semifinals the previous season, collected 
the trophy for the third successive year with 
that victory but have not won it since. 

Twice beaten finalists in the past decade, 
Bayern held out in Milan two weeks ago until 
Dutch sinker Marco van Basien netted a late 
penalty, leaving the return leg delicately 
poised. 

Marseille, like Milan, take a slender onc- 
goai advantage inio the perilous away leg. 

Papin, who has scored in six of his seven 
European Cup outings this season, gave them 
that edge after team male Franck Sauzcc had 
responded swiftly to an early Ben fica strike by 
Adcsualdo Lima. 

“There must always bea fast player lomark 
Papin and make sure he doesn’t escape,” 
Ben fica ’s Swedish coach Sven Eriksson said 
before the return. 


Marseille are the only team in the semifinal 
quartet never to have v- qn the trophy and 
have spent a fortune in their bid to become the 
first French club to capture it. 

Reims, beaten by Real Madrid in the 
inaugural final in W56 and victims of the 
Spanish maestro* again in 1959, and St 
Etienne arc the only French clubs to have 
reached the final. 

But England winger Waddle, buoyant after 
scoring twice in Saturday's 2-0 win over arch- 
rivals Bordeaux which lifted Marseille to the 
top of the domestic League table, says his dub 
are the pick of the last four. 

"Of the four European Cup semifinalisis. 
Marseille are the best. And if I fear anyone it's 
Bayern rather than Milan. Bayern are more 
solid in every situation/' he told the sports 
Daily L'Equipe. 

Marseille, however, must first dispose of 
Benfica. European Cup champions back in 
1 % 1 and 1 962. The French dub's destiny may 
depend on former international goalkeeper 
Jean Castaneda, who has looked decidedly 
jittery since he was drafted into the side after 
firt -choice keener Gactan Huard broke a leg 
in the quarterfinuls. 

Benfica warmed up for the fray with a 3-1 
win over Braga in the Esiudio da Luz where 
they expect 120,000 fans to roar them on 
against Marseille. 

Swedish striker Mats Magnusson scored 
once to hoist his tally for the season to 24 • 
one more than Marseille's Papin, leading 
marksman in the French First Division as 
Magnusson is in Portugal. 


Bayern and Milan were also in winning 
form m their last League outings. Bayern 
stretching their Bundesliga lead to four points 
with a 3-0 w in over Kaiserslautern last Thurs- 
day and Milan defeating Sampdoria 1-0 the j 
following day. ! 

Milan, level on points with Napoli at the 
top of the Italian League, will once again be 
without suspended winger Roberto Don- 
adoni and injured international midfield 
colleague Carlo Ancelotti os well as long- 
sidelined Dutchman Ruud Gullit. 

Sampdoria aim for their second successive 
European C up-Winncrs* Cup final when they 
entertain Monaco after a 2-2 first leg draw in 
the Mediterranean principality in which their 
striker Gianluca Vialli scored twice in three 
minutes late in the second half. 

Belgium's Anderlecht, who ousted holders 
Barcelona, defend a 1-0 first teg lead against 
Dinamo Bucharest in their semifinal return in 
Romania. 

In the UEFA Cup, Fioreniina and Werder 
Bremen faced action in Perugia this evening 
after a l-l draw in West Germany, where 
Werder hud earlier demolished holders 
Napoli. 

Roberto Baggio signalled a timely return to 
form for Fioreniina with two goals in their 3- 1 
win over Verona at the weekend. 

In the second semifinal -- another ltaly- 
Wevi Germany duel - Juvcntus take on 
Cologne away tomorrow having squandered 
a 3-0 tlrxt halflcad in the first teg and allowed 
the West Germans to pull back to 3-2. 


Brazil name team for World Cup finals 


RIO DE JANEIRO. April 17. 
( Reuter I: Brazil soccer chief Sebax- 
tiao Lozarooi today named bis 22- 
nun squad for the World Cup finals 
in Italy, six weeks before the official 
deadline, and said every match 
would be a war. 

There were no surprises m the 
group, which consists of the players 
with whom Lazaroni has been work- 
ing for the last 12 months. 

It contains seven survivors from 


ihe 19X6 World Cup limits in Mexico 
— Muller. Moser, Branco, Careea. 
Silas, Alemuo and Mauro Calvau. 

Lazaroni said the only change 
would be made if PSV Eindhoven 
striker Romano, who broke his leg in 
March, did not look like recovering 
in time for the competition. 

Squad Goalkeepers: Talf.ird 

( International). Acocio (Vasco), Zc 
Carlos (Flamcngo) Defenders - 
Branco (PortojT Mazinho (Vasco), 


Jorgmhu (Bayer Leverkusen). 
Mauro Galvao (Botafogoi, Aldair 
( Benfica I. Ricardo Gomes ( Benfica ). 
Ricardo Rocha iSuu Paulo), Mozcr 
i Marseille i Midfielders; Silas (Sport- 
ing Lisbon). Valdo (Benfica), Bis- 
marck (Vasco). Tita (Vasco). 
Afcnuio l Napoli), Dunga (Fiorcn- 
rina) Forwards - Careen (Napoli). 
Muller (Torino). Bcbeto (Vasco), 
Romurio (PSV Eindhoven). Rcnato 
(HamcngnJ. 


St Patrick’s win 

DUBLIN, April 17. (Reuter): St 
Patrick's Athletic clinched their 
first Irish Soccer League Cham- 
pionship title for 34 years when 
they defeated Drogheda United 
2-0 yesterday. 

It was the fourth time Si 
Patrick's had won the title in 
their 6 1 -year history and earned 
them the right to represent the 
Irish Republic m next season's 
European Cup. 


BOSTON. April i". ( Reuter i: 
Seoul Olympic marathon cham- 
pion* Gelirulo Bordin o? Italy 
and Rosa Motaof Portugal each 
scored decisive victories in the 
94(h Bo%*on marathon yester- 
day. 

Bordin sc: an Italian national 
record with his time of two hours 
eight minutes 14 seconds that tel l 
nre-race favourite Juma Ikangaa 
of Tanzania second for the third 
cunsecativ e > ear. 

Mote's victory was never in 
doubt as she became the first 
three-lime winner of the 
women's division in the world's 
oldest continuing marathon in 
2:25:24 

The 3J -year-old Bordin. the 
first Italian to win in Boston, 
moved in front on the course’s 
infamous Heartbreak Hill, after 
20 miles » 32 fans) and nev er relin- 
quished thcteadashecrossedihe 
finish 1:49 ahead of the tiring 
Ikangaa. 

For the first 1 6 miles (25. 7 km) 
ikangaa, who lost by one second 
in 1988 and by 48 seconds last 
year, set a blistering course- 
record pace heading a pack that 
included 1988 winner Ibrahim 
Hussein of Kenya and his com- 
patriot Kipkemboi Kimeli. 

Bordin had wisely opted to 
stay back of the peace setters at 
that stage of the race. 

Bordin began to make his 
move at the 17th mile (27.3 km) 
as ihe course winds through Bos- 
ton’s suburbs toward the city 
centre while Ikangaa held a slim 
lead over Kimeli. 

Ikangaa. who finished in 
2:09:52, said he had set out to 
break the 2:06:50 world record of 
Ethiopian Belaine Densimo. but 
cramped up on Heartbreak Hill. 

Finishing third among the 
men was 'Rolando Vera of 
Ecuador in 2:10:46 and41 -year- 
old New Zealander John Camp- 
bell was fourth in 2: 1 1 :04. ahead 
of former champion and course 
record holder Rob de Caste lla of 
Australia, who clocked 2: 1 1 :28. 

Mota. a late entry who was 
sidelined last year due to back 
problems, benefitted from a 
woman's field missing defending 
champion and w orld record hol- 
der Ingrid Kristiansen of Nor- 
way and American Joan Benoit 
Samudson. 

Mota. who won back-to-back 
Boston titles in 1987 and 1988, 
was never challenged and fini- 
shed two minutes 39 seconds 
clear of West German Uta Pip- 
pig, who clocked 2:28:03. 
American Maria Trujillo, second 
for most of the race, finished 
third in 2:28:53, ahead of com- 
patriots Kamila Gradus 
(2:28:56) and Kim Jones 
(2:31:01). 
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Bordin breaks the tape lo win the race. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Mota lifts the arms in joy as she breaks the tape. (Reuter wirephoto) 


■French champion Mustafa 
Badid shattered the world's best 
lime by more than seven minutes 
in the men’s wheelchair division, 
while Jean Driscoll of the 
University of Illinois, destroyed 
the previous women's record in 
her first appearance at the race. 

Pumping his arms rhyth- 
mically. Badid breezed in at 
1:29:53, over one and half min- 


utes ahead of Franz Nietlispach 
of Switzerland, who came in at 
1:3 1 :3 1 . The previous best time 
was set by Philippe Couprie 
when he won last year’s 
marathon in 1:36:04. 

In the women’s race. Driscoll. 
23. sailed in at 1:43:17. almost a 
minute over her teammate from 
the University of Illinois, 26- 
year-old Ann Cody- Morris. 


Gull Wing takes Good KompanyCup 
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Ash -q: nit a too 


THE Kuwait Offshore Sailing 
Association (Kosa) staged ACS I, 
the first race of the Merit Arabian 
Gulf Series being sponsored by 
Merit. last Thursday night and 
Friday morning. After a race filled 
with a number of highs and lows, 
Ebd'sGuiJ Wing crossed the finish 
line ahead of UASCs Danat to 
claim the Good Kompany Cup. 

The race was scheduled as a long 
distance overnight event with the 
start line beine at Shaab Marina 
and the finish hue just outside the 
Manna at TEC's Khirao Resort. 
The course set was basically a dog 
[eg with a 35 mile leg out to a 
cardinal mark to the east of 
Khubar Wand and an equivalent 
leg inio K hi ran. 

Khiran is the starting point for 
the Kuwait to Bahrain race and it is 
appropriate at this time for the 
Kosa committee to extend their 
sincerest thanks to the Khiran 
Resort management lo allow ber- 
thing rights for all Ko» yachts. 
Additionally the Khiran man- 
agement has worked particularly 
hard and diligently towards arran- 
ging the necessary clearances 
required by the Kuwait Auth- 
orities. In particular Kosa recogn- 
ises the co-operation of the Mini- 
ster for the Interior. Sheikh Salem 
Al Sabah and the time and effort 
extended by the General Manager 
of the Khiran Resan Adrian Zcio- 
addinc and the resort Marina 
Manager Capraio Mohammed AI 
Hasbhasb. It would be.fair to say 


ihe Bahrain Race could not be 
staged without the efforts of these 
individuals. 

As the next race in the Merit 
Series is the feature race down to 
Bahrain this course was meant to 
test thcreadincssofTihecompeting 
yachts and crew to face the rigours 
of the Bahrain event. The week 
leading up to this race hud seen 
frantic activity down at Ihe Shaab 
Marina as the declared yachts 
made last minute preparations for 
the race. 

At the start weather conditions 
augured well for the race with a 
clear sky and a fairly steady 20 
knot wind blowing from the south. 
The competing yachts Danat, 
Gambit, Good Kompany. Gull 
Wing, Magic Huie. Red' Viking 
and Shammul made a grand spec- 
tacle as they manoeuvred for 
advantage at the start. 

A cautious start to the race was 
made by all yachts as they were not 
willing to risk a disqualification for 
a starting infringement. Danat got 
away first by ninningduwn the line 
on port tack and tacking a( (lie 
sound or the gun closely followed 
by Gull Wing who ran at the line on 
starboard tack. Good Kompany 
did well to gel away third followed 
by Gambit and Shummul. 

The boat to the windward mark 
at Fish Cages held plenty of 
excitement for the yachts as (he 
wind blowing around the onshore 
buildings caused some variations 
in the strength of the breeze. Gull 



The ci^w members ol one of the boats m action during the race 


Wing held onto a starboard tack 
up to the mark hut despite then 
having io lack twice managed to 
round just in front of Danat. These 
boats were closely followed hy 
Shnmnud. Gambit. Good Kom- 
pnny u bo liad forced Red Viking 
to gype around the mark and give 
up sixth place to Magic Fluie. 

During the course of the nighl 
the wind again picked up speed 
causing more sail changes and 
adjustments. Yachts crossed each 
others paths as their various tactics 
coincided. Gambit and Red Viking 
had a remarkable close call given 
Iheamoum of ocean that was being 
sailed in with Red Viking having to 


call for her starboard rights 
Jusi after midnight the race 
officer was dismayed to receive a 
cal) from Gull Wing, w ho was lead- 
ing the fleet, that they had been 
unable to find the next mark of the 
course though (hey had rounded 
some sort of buoy that looked like 
n had been used for target practice 
about four miles front where the 
mark should have been. The race 
officer was forced to advise each 
yacht to proceed to where they 
thought the mark was and round 
that piece of water 
At this time Danat was in second 
place with Red Viking, Sbammal 
and Gambit all in dose proximity 


with each fighting out for (he 
minor places. Magic Flute was not 
far behind this group of boats with 
Good Kompany astern of them. 

After the fleet had rounded what 
they thought was the location of 
the mark they sei course for 
Khiran, Gulf Wing and Donat 
were about an hour In from of the 
next group of yachts. Red Viking, 
Shamma) and Gambit who were 
about 46 minutes iu front of Magic 
Flute and Good Kompany. 

Gulf Wing eventually crossed 
the finish line at Khiran at 8:30 on 
Friday morning a little over 17 
hours after starting the race al 
Shaab followed 30 niin utes la ler by 
Danat. Hie resi of the fleet was 
unfortunate to be caught with a 
wind drop at about 9:00 a m., 
which lasted for 2 hours, when they 
were within sight of the finish line. 
Gambit. Red Viktngand Sharamal 
had a very close tussle at the end for 
third place with Gambit eventually 
crossing 50 seconds in front of Red 
Viking and Shammal a further 60 
seconds astern. 

Handicap corrected results of 
the race finds Gull Wing taking 
both line and handicap honours, 
Danat second. Red Viking third, 
Sbammal fourth. Gambit fifth. 
Magic Flute sixth and Good Kom- 
pany seventh. 

The next race m the series is the 
Kuwait to Bahrain race starting 
from Khiran on Tuesday. April 26 
with pre race briefing at 9:00 a.m. 
and start time at 10:00 a.m. 


McNulty clinches title 

CANNES, France, April '7. (Reuter): Zimbabwe's Mark McNulty 
won the Cannes Open golf title by one stroke from Briton Ronun 
RofTerty yesterday and moved to the top of the European Order of 
Merit money list. 

McNulty, winner of the Cannes tournament in 1988 and Monte 
Carlo Open champion in 1989, shot 7 1 for an eight- under-par 280 to 
edge out RaiTerty, who lost it with a bogey five at the final hole in a final 
round 69. 

Briton Mark Roe look third place, A further shot adri ft on 282 afier a 
closing round of 73, while British overnight leader lan Woosnam 
dropped way back with a final round 77 after his shot at the fourth hole 
hit a woman spectator. 

McNultv. 36. won £50,000 (582.500) to push his season earnings to 
£86,740 (S 143. 120) and go more than £13,000 (S21.500) ahead of 
Woosnam at the top of the Order of Merit. 

Mediterranean Open winner Woosnam led by a stroke after a third 
round 67 but slipped to joint-eight place on 285, five behind McNulty, 
after he was unsettled by the accident at the fourth. 

The woman was taken to hospital after Woosnam ’$ overhit second 
shot si ruck heron the head. 


Desert Orchid triumphs 


DUBLIN. April 17, (Reuter): 
The grcv superstar Desert Orchid 
gave his legion of fans a huge 
fright when he clouted the last 
fence before sweeping to a 1 2 len- 
gths victory in the Irish Grand 
National yesterday. 

“He hit the fence bloody hard 
and nearly fell,” a clearly relieved 
trainer David Elsworth said after 
Britain's favourite racehorse was 
given a hero's welcome by the 
20,(J00-capaal> crowd at Fairy- 
house. 

It was another milestone in the 
career of (he silver streak who has 


now won 32 of his 62 races and 
taken his prize money over the 
£500.1)00 (SSOO.OUO) mark. 

The even-money favourite, 
clear!} revelling in ihe flat right- 
hand track on his Irish debut over 
fences, ran out un easy winner 
from 16-1 shot Barney Burnett 
with Have A Barney, at 7-1. one 
and half lengths away in third 
place. 

ft was a magnificent perfor- 
mance by the 1 1 -year-old grey 
who was giving 2S pounds io l2of 
the 15 runners and 26 pounds to 
the other. Have A Barney. 
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England manager deflated after series defeat 


ST JOHN’S, Antigua, April 17, (Reuter): 
England manager Micky Steward admitted to 
feeling deflatedafter his side had lost the final 
cricket Test and with it the series against West 
Indies yesterday. 

“We’ve worked so hard and come away 
beaten. But I hope that the younger players in 
the squad will come back here again and use 
what they have learned to win a series here.” he 
said. 

1-fl up after the first three 


matches but West Indies fought back to win 
the final two. West Indies captain Viv 
Richards said he was particularly proud of 
this. 

“A lot of people have not seen us with our 
backs to the wall and the way we came bade in 
this series was magnificent. 1 did say after we 
lost in Jamaica that I thought the best team 
would win the series and I think that .has 
h~"-’ened,” he said. 


“This was a magnificent series and England 
were a much better side than we expected.’' 

Richards, who was presented with 
Antigua's Order of Distinction after the 
match, admitted there had been “a few little 
strifes" during the series but said they were 
nothing out of the ordinary. 

In an obvious reference to his threat to hit a 
British journalist last Friday, the West Indies 
skipper said: “I’d like to think we' re all feeling 


a bit guilty about what happened But let 
sleeping dogs lie." 

West Indies manager Clive Lloyd said there 
was a need for young West Indians to come 
through as batsmen of trueTest class. 

“We must get out younger players to follow 
the axti tudes of the Grcenidges and such, we 
are adequately served in the bowling depart- 
ment but it is time for young batsmen to show 
ability for the future," he said. 


W. Indies pacemen rout England 


ST JOHN'S, Antigua, April 17, 
(Reuter): Another sustained 
spell of hostile fast bowling saw 
West Indies crush England by an 
innings and 32 runs with more 
th a n a day to spare to win the 
fifth and final cricket Test yester- 
day and clinch the series 2-1 . 

What little hope England had 
of avoiding defeat rapidly disap- 
peared wben two wickets fell to 
inept strokes soon after they star- 
ted the fourth day on 16 for one in 
their second innings. 

Needing 186 to make West 
Indies bat again, England were 
dismissed for 1 54 in only 47 overs 
— a miserable end to a series 
which they had once led 1-0. 

The most cruel blow of all 
came when batting stalwart 
Robin Smith was forced to retire 
because of a broken finger. 

Only then did the England 
camp reveal that his right index 
finger had been broken by a ball 
in England’s first innings on the 
opening day. 

Courageously. Smith decided 
to continue playing but after bat- 
ting in considerable pain for an 
hour, during which he was twice 
more struck on the same hand, he 
was forced to retire after scoring 
eight. 

That effectively spelt the end 
for England and only three bats- 
men showed any real defiance. 

Captain Allan Lamb made a 
pugnacious 35. Jack Russell con- 
tributed a typically stubborn 24 
and Nasser Hussain followed up 
his first innings 35 with 34 and 
was once again the last man out. 
But the remainder of the bats- 

Joshi holds I 
on to edge 
past Playa 

THE veteran singles match between < 
M.M. Joshi and G.S. Playa was the | 
most exciting match on Monday in I 
the India Festival badminton tour- 
nament. being held at the Indian 
Arts Circle. 

The match was a very close affair 
with both the players vying for 
supremacy until the end. Joshi, 
however, finally prevailed and won 
the match 18-13 17-14. 

In the gents singles Saju Thomas 
and Regi Varghese put on a good 
game of badminton until Thomas 
won 15-10 15-8. 

R. Suresh beat young Joseph 
Phillips in three games. 15-12 7-15 
15-5. tn the junior boys singles. 

Another gents singles match bet- 
ween N.C. Mathew and P.l. 
Chacko resulted in the fanner win- 
ning 15-12 15-13 while T.S. 
Muru gavel and Mohan Ucharya 
beat Koshy Thomas and Varghese 
Joseph 8-15 15-10 15-6 in the men’s 
doubles. 

In the other matches Bal S harm a 
beat Dr Srivastva 15-5, 15-9, Suja 
Varghese and Renny John beat Dr 
Maya Srivastva and A. Nazereth 
15-5 15-7 while C, George and Reji 
Joseph defeated Bobby Chenan and 
George Varghese 17-16 15-7. 

Fixture for this evening: 

Gents singles: Saju Joseph vs Shiva 
Kumar 8.00pm 

Junior boys singles (finals): R. 
Suresh vs Hashwardhan 7.30 pm 
Mixed doubles: Suja Varghese and 
Saji Varghese vs Renny Therian 
and R. D'Silva 8.30 pm 
Veteran doubles (finals): M.M. 
Joshi & John Kurian vs Bal Sharma 
and G.S. Playa 9.00 pm 
Gents doubles: R. D'Silva and Saji 
Varghese or Johnson and Mohan 
Das vs Mathew Thomas and Renny 
Joseph. 

Martinez wins 

LARGO, Fla., April 17, 
(Reuter): Third seeded defend- 
ing champion Conchita Mar- 
tinez of Spain celebrated her 18 th 
birthday with a first round vic- 
tory at the $225,000 Largo Open 
tennis tournament yesterday. 

The eighth-ranked Martinez 
dominated a second set tiebreak 
7-1 to eliminate Argentine Bet- 
tina Fulco6-I7-6. 

Fourth seed Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria overwhel- 
med Silvia la Fratta of Italy 6-1 
6-0 to join Marlinezin the second 
round, but fifth seed Laura GU- 
demeister of Peru became the 
tournament's first upset victim 
when she fell to 132nd-ranked 
West German Silke Meier 6-1 
6-4. 


Richards & Co. win Test series 
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Ambrose: Man of the series 

men showed little fight against a with four wickets for 22 and Ian 
typically aggressive West Indian Bishop (three for 36). 

bowling attack, particularly England’scasualty list became 

Curtly Ambrose who finished even longer when it was announ- 


ced after the match that Hussain 
had also batted under the han- 
dicap of a broken bone in his left 
wrist 

The visitors lost their first two 
wickets to ill-judged shots. Alec 
Stewart fell for eight after only 14 
minutes play when he failed to 
get over a ball from Bishop and 
Gave Richie Richardson ahead- 
high catch at cover. 

Rob Bailey's dismissal, also 
for eight, was almost unforgiva- 
ble. Having been dropped by Jeff 
Dujon off the previous delivery 
from Bishop, Bailey slashed at 
the next and this time the 
wicketkeeper made no mistake. 

Dujon was clearly grateful for 
the quick chance to make 
amends, looking skywards and 
holding hishands together as ifin 
a silent prayer of thanks. 

In the following over England 
were reduced to 37 for four when 
Gladstone Small’s vigil as night- 
watchman came to an end. A 
short ball from Ambrose hit him 
on the body and Small could only- 
watch in horror as the ball trick- 
led back on to his off stump. 

Thecrucial wicket of Lamb fell 
soon after lunch when Eldine 
Baptiste claimed his only victim 
of the match, nipping one back to 
bowl the England captain bet- 
ween bat and pad. 

David Capel was run out for 
one when Hussain refused a 
second and only a breezy but by 
then meaningless 54 at more than 
a run a minute by Russell and 
Hussain gave the visiting English 
fans something to enthuse over. 

Ambrose, who was named 


Man of the Series with 20 wickets 
in the three Tests he played, 
returned to dismiss Russell and 
then Phillip DeFreitas three balls 

later. , 

Desmond Haynes was named 
Man of the Match for his mag- 
nificent 167. made in almost nine 
hours of unflagging concentra- 
tion. 

Scoreboard 

ENGLAND first innings 260 (L 
Bishop five for 64) 

WEST INDIES first innings 446 (D. 
Haynes t67. G. Greenidge 149: D 
Malcolm tour for 126) 

ENGLAND second innings (over- 
night 16 for one) 

A Stewart c Richardson b Bishops 

W. Larkins b Ambrose 10 

G. Small b Ambrose 4 

R Bailey c Dujon b Bishop 8 

A Lamb b Baptiste 35 

R smith retired hurt S 

N. Hussain c Dujon b Bishop 34 

D. Capel runout. — 1 

J. Russell c Richardson b Ambrcse24 
P. DeFreitas c Greenidge b 

Ambrose 0 

D. Malcolm not out — 

Extras (b-1 lb-8 w-1 nb-1 1 ) 21 

Total..-.- *54 

Fall Of wickets: 1 -1 6 2-20 3-33 4-37 
5-666-947-1488-1489-154. 

Bowling: Bishop 14-2-36-3. 

Ambrose 13-7-22-4. Walsh 10-1-4C-C. 
Baptiste 10-1-47-1. 

Result: West Indies won by an 
innings and 32 runs. 

First Test Kingston. Jamaica — 
England won by nme wickets 
Second Test: Georgetown. 

Guyana — abandoned, rain 
Third Test Port d! Spain. Trinidad 
— draw 

Fourth Test: Bridgetown. Bar- 
bados — West ir.des won by *54 
runs 

Se-ies. West jr.d;es wen 2-* 


Middle East champion in Cyprus 

Sulayem needs big team effort for win 


DUBAI: If Mohammed Bin 
Sulayem wins the International 
Tour of Cyprus Rally later this 
month, the Middle East cham- 
pion will be able to point to a 
tremendous team effort as a 
major reason for his success. 

Sulayem wiU have to produce 
one of the finest performances of 
his career in order to claim vic- 
tory in an event which has been 
dominated by Cypriot drivers 
throughout its six-ye3r history. 

In addition to the versatile 
'driving skills which have carried 
him to 17 international triumphs 
so far. the UAE star will be rely- 
ing heavily on maximum back- 
up from the Winston Toyota 
team Middle East and its 
European counterpart. 

A fortnight ago, the team's 70- 
foot trailer left Dubai for 
Cyprus, carrying the Winston 
Toyota Celica GT-4 Group A 
rally car, two service vans, a prac- 
tice vehicle, chase car, and a full 
load of spare tyres and parts, it 
set off by road through Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Syria. 


A week later, three of the 
team's mechanics left Dubai for 
Kenya to assist Toyota team 
Europe's three-car effort in the 
World Championship Safari 
Rally. 

After that event finished on 
Monday the mechanics headed 
back for Dubai and yesterday 
they were to join Sulayem aboard 
a flight bound for Cyprus. They 
will all be reunited on the island 
with Sula-yem’s regular co- 
driver, Irishman Ronan Mor- 
gan, who jets in from the UK. 

To complete preparations for 
the 700-km Tour of Cyprus on 
April 28 and 29, two specialist 
mechanics will arrive ' from 
Toyota team Europe’s base in 
Germany to carry out final work 
on the engine and gearbox on the 
eve of the rally. 

The man with the job of mak- 
ing sure that everyone, and 
everything, arrives in Cyprus at 
the right time, is Winston Toyota 
team Middle East manager, 
Terry Plant. 


% 




Sulayem (left) with his mechanics. 

’* Y es, the operation is a bit of a was cancell© 

headache,” said Plant. “We’ve in Cyprus sb 
already had one setback, because 1 8 — the day 
the ferry which the team trailer We don’t ws 
was supposed to catch in Syria ups like that. 


was cancelled. Now it will arrive 
in Cyprus six days late on April 
18 — the day we start practising. 
We don't want any more hold- 
ups like that.” 



Rally winners 

Sweden's Biorn Waldegardflett) and co-driver Fred GaHagher of Main getireacfyiQ spray^^pagne 
after winning the Kenya Safari Rally in Nairobi on Monday. This was the 4th' Safari win forWfcfctegartf; 

(Reuter, wirephotp) . . ^ . ... ■••••; -J,;. : , ; . 0 . 

15H55. Gardner, D oof) an; 
EthirS seek to stop Rail#; 

Euro-title 


; j curo-ime 

! GOTEBORG, Sweden, April 
; 17, (AP): Mikael Appelgren 

; of Sweden won an 

unprecedented third, angles 
j * title at the European Table 
} | Tennis Championships yes- 
\ { lerday, beating Andrzej 
I I Griibba of Poland^ 21-15, 15- 

■ J 21.21-15,21-19. 

: l Appelgren. who also won 

■ i last year and in 1982. set the 
\ ! stage for his victory in the 
; j finals by rallying to defeat 
j i Jorg Rosskopf of West Ger- 
I many earlier yesterday in the 
1 semifinals. 18-21, 21-17, 19- 
i 21,21-13.21-16. 

j Other former champions 
who were compering included 
Zoltan Berzik of Hungary 
along with Appelgren’s com- 
patriots KjeU Johansson and 
world champion Jan Ove 
Waldner. 

Problems 

“I was far from sure 1 
would defeat Andrzej , 
(Grubba) before the match. I 
have problems playing him 
and he has beaten me more 
often than I have defeated 
him,” Appelgren told 
Swedish television. “I knew I 
had to play extremely weD to 
win.” 

Hecredited a great serve for 
the win. 

*‘I don’t think 1 have ever 
served better than today,” he 
said. “That was one of the 
reasons behind my victory 
• today. Another was that I 
won a number of points in 
very sensitive situations.” 



However, both Rothmans Honda stars Gartlner arid Ddd^n&ve ; 
grabbed second places but havealso mashed-Tbcy share fcraffepiapefc'. 
the table with lfjmmtseacfa. . 

Dooban was a brilliant second at the American Grand Ptix,ms best, 
ever Grand Prix position. He’s looking forward to continuing thbgocd 
work at the tight; demanding Jerez Circuit • 

“I was so happy with my ride in America arid 1 can’t wait togetiotp 
Europe," explained the 24-year-old Queenslander. “After afl my 
problems dining. the winter and in Japan it was great to score points.*: ' . 

His teaftwnate, -Wayne Gardner, crashed oh the second laipin ' 
America. He’s determined to cut back Rainey’s advantage. ' •. 

“1 think all riders look forward to getting into European^ settling 
into a regular pattern: I won the race at Jerez in 1987 and it’sa very hard, 
track both for riderand machine. Although Rainey leads me byH_ 
points in tire championships, the title raceis far from over and Larin to 
dose the gap in Spain.” - • * - 

Neither world champion, Eddie Lawson, nor. Australian Keym 
Magee will be on the grid at Jerez after crashing in America. " 

French Rothmans Honda star, Dominique Sarron, currently ties 
fourth in the 250cc World Championship after a brave ride inAmeriea, 
salvaging fifth place after starting the race in 1 9th position. 


Lloyd finishes first in handicap event 



AHMAD I kart racing's final 
event of the season, the 'Friday 
1 3th Handicap', was totally 
dominated by the forceful driv- 
ing style of Simon Lloyd, who 
achieved a flawless score of 60 
points to take top honours of 
the afternoon. Second was 
Peter Freisenegger (Mahdi 
Habib Com. Est) with 48 
points and third was David 
Wheeler with 39.2 points. 

Twelve drivers turned out 
for this popular event, in which 
everyone was handicapped 
according to their performance 
over the season, thus giving all 
but the front runners a better 
chance of taking a trophy — 
provided they did better than 
their own average. 

In race 1, Lloyd soon took 
the lead from Bollig (Hallibur- 
ton) and held it while Freisen- 
egger followed into second. 
Gardiner (British Liason 
Team) came through from 
midfield to secure third place 
with Wheeler holding a steady 
fourth . Sandra Gardiner, in her 







Lloyd (centre) with Freisenegger left) and Wheeler on the victory 

podium 


Team race winners: Lloyd / Gardiner (centre), P. Wakely / Millin (left) and 

P&M Wakely. 


debut with the big boys, drove 
very well and managed to hold 
off a few more experienced 
drivers in the midfield until a 
broken chain ended her race. 

Race 2 again saw Lloyd over 
the line first with — Freiseneg- 
ger, Gardiner and Bollig in the 
next three places. 

In Race 3, Lloyd had to work 
much harder and it was not 
until lap 8 that he managed to 
get past Freisenegger For the 


lead. Third place was taken by 
Wheeler, who had steadily 
worked his way through from 
the back of the grid and fourth 
place went to Bollig, who 
seemed to have brought two 
coachloads of supporters with 
him . 

In the final Handicap Race, 
Lloyd quickly took the lead 
from Wheeler who then refused 
to budge from second place. 
Behind them, Gardiner drove 


defensively to hold third place 
from a persistent Freisenegger. 

As a warm up to the Startxak 
International and the Akrotiri 
Road Race, both in Cyprus in 
early May, the last race of the 
day was a 20 lap team event 
with two drivers per kart and a 
compulsory driver change bet- 
ween japs 8 and 15. The steady 
driving of Gardiner and the 
forceful driving of Lloyd 
secured a clear win for this pair 


with Peter Wakely/David 
Millin second and Paul & 
Michael Wakely third. 

Ahmadi kart track will now 
be closed until mid September 
but the committee are actively 
pursuing many improvements 
to the facilities, not least of 
which is the introduction of a 
junior class for 11-16 year olds 
and a 125cc full bodied gearbox 
class. For information, call 
David Burfoot on 5732956. 


Baseball games 

NEW YORK; April 17, (Reuter): 
Results of Major League baseball 
games played yesterday: 

American League 

Milwaukee 18' Boston . 0 
Toronto 4 Baltimore 2 

Cleveland 6 Kansas City 3 

Seattle ' 6 Minnesota 3 

National League 

NYMets 10' Chicago C 1 

Montreal 5 Philadelphia 4 

St Louis . 6 .Pittsburgh 4 

Cincinnati 5 Atlanta . 3 
S. Francisco 3 Los Angeles 1 

Golf rankings 

LONDON, April 17, (Reuter): Greg 
Nonnan’s fourth • place in . the 
Heritage Classic at Hilton Head 
island on Sunday was enough for 
him to stav firmly in place at the top 
of the world golf rankings issued yes- 
terday. Nick Faldo, who finished 
16th, stays in second place while - 
Mark Calcavecchia climbs three 
places to fifth. 

Dutch soccer ; 

AMSTERDAM, April 17, (Renter): 
Ajax Amsterdam thrashed strug- 
gling BW Den Bosch 64) at home 
yesterday to keep their Dutch League 
Soccer Championship hopes alive. 
Champions PSV Eindhoven, with 45 
points, stayed one point ahead of 
Ajax after scraping a 1-0 home win 
against the spirited but low-ranking 
FC Utrecht. But Ajax have four 
games remaining to reVs thtee. . 


New manager 

LONDON, April 17, (Reuter): MiO- 
wall, already doomed to relraation. 
yesterday appointed fbrmer 
Scotland captain Bruce Rioch as 
their new manager following a string 
of defeats in the English soccer First 
Divirion. . -v 

Nice Open 

NICE, France, April 17, (Reuter): 
Seventh seed Petr Korda of Czc-, 
choslovakia and eighth seed JoidT 
Arrese of Spain tumbled out of the' 
$260,000 Nice Open men’s tennis- 

tournament in first round, matches . 

on the opening day yesterday; 

USA beaten 

FRIBOURG, Switzerland, April 17. 

( AP): Team USA, uring a lineup con- 
taining only four NHL players, was 
routed 7-1 by Czechoslovakia last 
night .in. its opening game' at the 
World Hockey Champronihips. .In 
an earner o pening-round game, team 
Canada beat West Germany 5-1 .The 
Soviet Union, the defending cham- 
pion, blitzed Norway 9-1 arid 
Sweden beat archrival Finlan d 4-2 at' 
Bern. • . • • 

SAS bridge 

RESULTS of the SAS Bridge Chib ’ 
game playedtm Sunday: 

1st N. Alcel L. Murth waite 
2nd£. : Keralla&G. Chakhtoura 
3rd D. Materhy & B. Moussafii - 
N. Axabi &R. Abboushi 



m f yrv;. 
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